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PLESE	NOTE,	THIS	IS	THE	E-MAIL	VERSION	OF	“THE	CHIEFS”	AND	IS	ONLY	AVAILABLE	FOR	VIEWING	ON	OUR	WEB	SITE.		THEREFORE,	IT	WILL	NOT	
BE	E-MAILED	NOR	WILL	IT	BE	MAILED	TO	THE	MEMBERSHIP.		IF	YOU	SHOULD	HAVE	QUESTIONS	REGARDING	THIS,	OR	FOR	THAT	MATTER	ANY	OF	
THE	CONTENT	OF	THIS	NEWSLETTER,	PLEASE	DO	NOT	HESITATE	TO	CONTACT	ME	AT	GSCHSSSS@AOL.COM	NCPOA	Secretary	AKCM	Gary	Scheidt,	

USN	(Ret).		THANK	YOU!	

FOUNDED in 1988 to provide a platform for airing issues which affect active duty, retired, and/or veteran chiefs.  

OBJECTIVE shall be to honor and publicize as a group (or in some cases individual) those who have served or are serving 
as Chief Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard or the Reserve Components of those services and who 
performed such services in an honorable manner. 

THE CHIEFS /NCPOA, was established in 1989 as a quarterly publication for the National Chief Petty Officers’ Association 
(NCPOA). This organization is a nonprofit corporation under and pursuant to the laws of California, and may be identified 
by the initials NCPOA. Original by laws were adopted at the first national convention held in San Diego, California, 6 
October 1989. Administrative headquarters is at the home of the current President. As of 24 July 2015, we have enlisted 
3,386 members. There are now seven subsidiary groups (Chiefs’ Quarters) located in Texas, California, Illinois, Virginia, 
North Carolina, Tennessee and Osage Heritage (Arkansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and Kansas). The objectives of this 
organization shall be to: 1. Honor and publicize as a group (or in some cases individual) those who have served or are 
serving as Chief Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard or the Reserve Components of those services and who 
performed such services in an honorable manner. 2. Maintain true allegiance to the government of the United States and to 
promote patriotism and pride in their service in the Navy or Coast Guard and to encourage accelerated advancement in 
those services through study and accomplishment. 3. Conduct conventions with such members of the NCPOA to foster 
camaraderie. THE CHIEFS is published at least four times each year. 
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We the members of the NATIONAL CHIEF PETTY OFFICER’S ASSOCIATION must 
continue to strive to signup new members and retain the ones we have.  Ask 
people you meet if they served as CPO’s in the US Navy or US Coast Guard. 
Carry blank applications for the NCPOA with you. And, then be prepared to get 
the new members involved in NCPOA activities, so they feel appreciated, enjoy 
the camaraderie, and experience the satisfaction of contributing. 
 
Members, are you preparing to attend our next reunion in San Diego, 

California, October 19th through the 23rd If not start now! 

Go to  NCPOA.CLUB  AND SIGN-UP! 
 

Before you get started reading our newsletter, do us a 
favor, and ask yourself, have I paid my membership 
dues for 2016.  If your answer is YES, then thank you 

from the membership, but if not please give your dues 
payment to: 

Treasurer 
ATCS Richard A. Oubre, USN (Ret) 

5730 Misty Glen 
San Antonio, TX 78247-4093 

210.637.6304 
roubre@satx.rr.com 

HERE IS THE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

NCPOA MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL FORM 
(DUES PERIOD 1 JAN THRU 31 DEC 2016) 

 
PLEASE PRINT 
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CERTIFICATE #_________________ 
 
NAME:  __________________________       SPOUSE _________________ 
 
ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
CITY:  ________________________   State:  ___  ZIP CODE: _________ 
 
TELEPHONE:  ______________________  

E-mail address: _______________________________________________ 

 
CHECK #_______ DUES FOR 1 2 3 4 5 YEARS (PLEASE CIRCLE 
ONE) 
 
TOTAL PAYMENT @ $ 15 PER YEAR:  _________ 
 
Please enclose check or money order for $ 15.00 for each 
year.  Make checks payable to National Chief Petty Officers 
Association and submit with the above unformation to:  
National Treasurer 
ATCS Richard Oubre, USN (RET) 
5730 Misty Glen  
San Antonio, TX 78247-1373.  

 
BE SURE, RICH WILL ENJOY HEARING FROM YOU! 
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Ø INSIDE …  

o NCPOA Officers and Committee Roster 
o Message from the President --- page #3 
o San Diego Reunion information --- page #4 
o San Diego Reunion Registration Form --- page #10 
o Welcome Aboard!! NCPOA Welcomes our New Members 
o Articles: 

§ The Three Things a Young Sailor Don’t Need 
§ North American A-5 Vigilande – Operational Hitory 
§ The USS Somers Mutiny 
§ WWII VETERNS AIM TO RELIVE HISTORY WITH RESTORED PT BOAT 
§ MCPON MIKE STEVENS TO RETIRE 

o New Members in 2015 
o Important Notices 
o Reunions 
o Hunor 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
NCPOA OFFICERS AND BOARD of DIRECTORS 

(As of 4 October, 2015) 
This listing of NCPOA OFFICERS AND BOD IS ONLY PRESENTED IN THE E-MAIL VERSION 

OF THE “THE CHIEFS’. 

 
PRESIDENT EMERITUS 

 
CBM Raymond D. Emory, USN 
4809 Kolohala Street 
Honolulu, HI 96816-5227  
808.732.2510 
( no email address) 
 

OFFICER ROSTER (Article II, Bylaws, NCPOA) 
 
President (OCT 2017) (Section 1.) 
AZCM Robert L. McCauley, USN (Ret) 
9836 Kerrville Drive 
Las Vegas, NV 89134 
702.242.4240 
bobmccauley2@cox.net 
 
Vice President (OCT 2017) (Section 2.) 
AFCM Roger E. Howes, USN (Ret) (OCT 2017) 
810 Murray Dr.  

El Cajon, CA 92020-5642 
619.461.6243 
pathowesa@aol.com 
 
Secretary (OCT 2017) (Section 3.) 
AKCM Gary Scheidt, USN (Ret) 
1991 Gunstock Drive 
Stone Mountain, Ga. 
770.934.5542 
gschssss@aol.com 
 
Treasurer (OCT 2017) (Section 4.) 
ATCS Richard A. Oubre, USN (Ret) 
5730 Misty Glen 
San Antonio, TX 78247-4093 
210.637.6304 
roubre@satx.rr.com 
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Chaplain (OCT 2017) (Section 5.)  
HTC Gaylon G. Jack, USN (Ret) 
6609 Mona Lisa Avenue 
Watauga, TX 76148-2832 
817.428.2291 
ggjack@sbcglobal.net 
 
Master-at-Arms (OCT 2017) (Section 6.) 
HTC Marvin C. Yow, USN (Ret) 
PO Box 69 
Lewisville, NC 27023-0069 
336.766.6420 
mcyow1@bellsouth.net 
 
Parliamentarian (OCT 2017) (Section 7.)  
 AEC (AC) Marvin W. Johnson USN (Ret) 
 6206 82nd St E 
Puyallup, WA 98371-5557 
253.770.5935 
253.381.8498 
mwjohn4@comcast.net 
 
 
Immediate Past President (OCT 2017) (Section 8.) 
AEC (AC) Marvin W. Johnson USN (Ret) 
6206 82nd St E 
Puyallup, WA 98371-5557 
253.770.5935 
253.381.8498 
mwjohn4@comcast.net 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS (Article II, Section 10, 
Bylaws, NCPOA) 

 
4 Year Director (OCT 2018) 
ENC Clifford Gene Hatfield, USN (Ret)  
16747 Scotchpine Lane 
Honey Creek, IA 51542-5359 
402.690.3231 
sttoters@hotmail.com 
4 Year Director (OCT 2018) 
ENC John Sunde, USN (Ret) 
730 Keisha Terrace 
San Diego, CA 92126-6092 
858.566.3230 

jsunde@ucsd.edu 
 
4 Year Director (OCT 2017) 
OSC Bob Stockton, USN (Ret)  
3956 Arbor Lake Circle 
Jacksonville, FL 32225 
877.245.6420  
drbob456x@gmail.com 
 
3 Year Director (OCT 2017) 
AFCM Roger E. Howes, USN (Ret) 
810 Murray Dr.  
El Cajon, CA 92020-5642 
619.461.6243 
pathowesa@aol.com 
 
YNCS (SW) Richard O. Porter, Sr., USN (Ret) (OCT 
2018) 
502 Greenfield Place 
Sneads Ferry, NC 28460-9375 
910.327.3039 
ropusnret@charter.net 
 
2 Year Director (OCT 2016) 
ISC Frances A. Lopinsky, USN (Ret)  
423 W. 22nd Avenue #309 
Anchorage, AK 99503-1963 
907.277.3188 
peerfran@hotmail.com 
 
2 Year Director (OCT 2016) 
SKCS (SS) Michael F. Snyder, USN (Ret)  
4013 Morgan Drive 
Mesquite, TX 75150-2291 
214.270.3119 
(no email address) 
 
HMC Colleen Scott, USN (Ret) (OCT 2017) 
10316 Highway 1063 
Independence, LA  70443-3044 
985.507.7935 
chiefcolleenscott@charter.net 
 
ENCM Lanny White USN (Ret) (OCT 2017) 
157 Buck Square Street 



5	
	

Victoria, TX 77905-3502 
361.649.3757 
lannywhite@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
The Chiefs Editor 
OSC Bob Stockton, USN (Ret)  
3956 Arbor Lake Circle 
Jacksonville, FL 32225 

877.245.6420  
drbob456x@gmail.com 
 
NCPOA Webmaster 
AKCM Gary Scheidt, USN (Ret) 
1991 Gunstock Drive 
Stone Mountain, Ga. 
770.934.5542 
gschssss@aol.com 

	
	
	
	

Message	from	the	President	
Well	its	spring	2016	already,	can’t	believe	how	the	time	flies	by.		So	has	everyone	RECRUITED	a	new	
member	this	year?		Our	membership	is	shrinking	with	years	as	we	are	growing	older,	faster.			I’d	like	
to	see	us	all	commit	to	signing	up	just	one	new	member	this	year,	which	would	double	our	NCPOA.	
Everyone	should	carry	a	membership	application	with	them,	as	new	membership	is	our	life	blood	for	
survival.		
Since	this	is	a	Presidential	election	year	we	must	exercise	our	right	to	vote.	We	insured	that	right	by	
our	service	to	“uphold	and	defend	the	constitution”	when	we	joined.		Just	a	reminder	to	register	and	
vote	for	the	candidate	that	holds	the	same	beliefs	as	you	do	as	a	red	blooded	American.		Don’t	be	
hoodwinked	by	empty	promises	from	candidates	seeking	office	and	always	remember,	someone	has	
to	pay	the	piper	for	our	over	$19	Trillion	national	debt.		Someone	has	to	bite	the	bullet	and	balance	
the	National	budget	before	the	USA	become	insolvent,	being	dragged	down	by	bleeding	hearts.	

On	the	thought	of	finances,	the	NCPOA	is	facing	a	crisis	too.		We	have	allowed	ourselves	to	under	
estimate	long	term	operating	costs,	especially	with	our	Life	Membership	program.		It	has	been	so	
successful	that	now	we	have	over	65%	of	our	members	enrolled.		The	down	side	to	that	is	that	we	are	
drawing	out	more	money	from	that	account	annually	to	meet	expenses	coupled	with	less	income	
coming	in	annually	from	regular	dues	paying	members.		The	solutions	are	both	short	term	and	long	
term	and	involve	of	course	reducing	spending	and	increasing	income.		Long	term,	on	the	income	side	
we	need	to	adjust	the	cost	of	life	memberships	to	reflect	true	costs	as	well	as	adjust	annual	dues.		We	
are	considering	establishing	a	pledge	program	whereby	Chiefs	can	sign	up	and	make	tax	deductible	
donations	on	a	monthly	basis.		The	Life	Membership	and	Scholarship	accounts	are	bleeding	since	
interest	rates	are	near	nothing	now.		On	the	expense	side	our	Scholarship	fund	is	also	unsustainable,	
and	I	propose	we	adjust	the	awards	to	equal	the	income.			We	have	taken	measures	already.	Thanks	
to	our	Secretary	Gary,	to	reduce	our	operating	costs	but	it	is	too	little	too	late.			

Hope	you	are	making	plans	to	attend	our	annual	Convention.		This	year	we	again	visit	Americas	finest	
City,	San	Diego	Ca.		It’s	going	to	be	a	ball	too.			We	have	invited	the	FLCPOA	gang	to	join	us	too.		They	
did	a	great	job	of	hosting	us	in	Melbourne	Beach	Florida	last	year.	
Membership,	though	our	President	has	suggested	to	each	of	you	our	current	financial	situation	in	a	
very	eloquent	way,	let	me	in	a	more	“down-to-earth”	present	to	you	what	the	organizations	real	
financial	life	looks	like	in	the	form	of	my	perspective.	
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Current	membership	 	 	 999	members	

Life	time	member’s	 	 	 649	members		 65%	
Past	Paid	dues	members	 	 087	members	 09%	

Members	current	through	2016		 026	members	 03%	
Members	current	beyond	2016		 083	members	 08%	

___________________________________________________________________	

Events	for	NCPOA	Oct	2016	REUNION	
IN	SAN	DIEGO	

Wednesday	-	October	19th	1800-2100	---	First	Day	Activities	
Welcome	Aboard	Reception	-	Starting	off	with	a	free	one	(1)	hour	cocktail	bar	for	openers,	
then	it	turns	to	“No-Host.”	For	our	hungry	palates	we	have	(2)	carving	stations	of	a	Sirloin	of	
Beef	and	a	Honey	Baked	Ham	with	condiments,	Rolled	Lumpia,	barbeque	style	meatballs	and	
Cheese	platters	of	both	domestic	and	imported	gouda,	edam,	brie,	cheddar,	American,	and	
jack	cheeses	served	with	banquettes	and	crackers.	As	a	special	treat	we	again	have	live	
entertainment	by	the	famous	San	Diego	Banjo	Band	to	play	a	gig	for	us	for	about	an	hour	or	
more.		$33.00	per	person.		
	
Thursday	-	October	20th	0900-1600	---	Second	Day	Activities	
USS	MIDWAY	and	FORT	ROSECRANS	MEMORIAL	TOUR	and	LUNCHEON.		
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We	depart	by	bus	at	0900	for	the	Navy	Bob	Hope,	Kissing	Sailor	and	the	Aircraft	Carrier	
Memorial	obelisk.	A	statue	of	Bob	Hope	faces	a	group	of	statues	of	military	men	and	women,	
all	exquisitely	detailed	in	their	expressions,	listening	to	Bob's	recorded	quips	which	are	
played	over	loudspeakers.	Stand	next	to	Bob's	life-size	statue,	listen,	and	try	to	picture	the	
enjoyment	he	brought	to	so	many	of	our	troops.	

	
Next	we	are	welcomed	aboard	the	USS	Midway	with	our	local	tour	hosts	NCPOA	Vice	
President	Roger	Howes	and	NCPOA	Board	of	Directors	officer	John	Sunde	(look	for	Roger's	
bench	near	the	VF-111	aircraft	display).		Prepare	yourself	for	the	memory	of	a	lifetime	aboard	
the	USS	Midway	Aircraft	Carrier	Museum.	Commissioned	in	1945	she	served	proudly	until	
1992	during	the	Korean	War,	Vietnam	and	the	Persian	Gulf.		The	lead	ship	of	her	class,	she	
was	the	first	aircraft	carrier	built	that	was	too	large	to	pass	through	the	Panama	Canal.	You'll	
explore	a	floating	city	at	sea	and	relive	nearly	50	years	of	world	history	aboard	the	longest-
serving	Navy	aircraft	carrier	of	the	20th	century,	from	1945	to	1992.	Approximately	200,000	
sailors	served	aboard	the	carrier,	known	for	several	naval	aviation	breakthroughs	as	well	as	
several	humanitarian	missions.	It	was	the	only	carrier	to	serve	the	entire	length	of	the	Cold	
War	and	beyond.			
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At	noon	we	re-board	our	bus	for	a	short	narrated	windshield	tour	of	Old	Town	on	the	way	to	
our	luncheon	at	the	Famous	“Spaghetti	Factory.”	For	nearly	50	years,	the	Dussini	family	has	
shared	their	love	of	spaghetti,	tradition,	and	good	company	across	America.	A	meal	at	The	
Old	Spaghetti	Factory	is	an	experience.	Guests	feel	as	though	they’re	stepping	into	another	
world.	The	Spaghetti	Factory	is	adorned	with	antique	lighting,	intricate	stained	glass	displays	
and	an	old-fashioned	trolley	car	that	doubles	as	a	dining	hall.	Nearly	every	item	on	The	Old	
Spaghetti	Factory’s	menu	is	made	on-site,	from	scratch,	using	fresh	ingredients.	Unlike	most	
restaurants,	when	you	order	our	entrées,	we	serve	you	a	complete	meal,	which	includes	
bread,	soup	or	salad,	and	dessert.	
Sample	Menu:			
Salad:	Dinner	salad	with	pesto	dressing,	fresh	bread	
Entrees	(3)	
Choice	of	three	(3)	pasta	dishes:	
-Pasta	with	marinara	sauce	
-Pasta	with	meat	sauce	
-Pasta	Alfredo		
Dessert:	Choice	of	two	ice	creams	
	

	
Following	lunch	we	motor	to	Fort	Rosecrans	near	Point	Loma	for	our	Memorial	Service	to	our	
fallen	CPO	shipmates	with	a	wreath	laying	and	bugle	taps	ceremony,	returning	via	the	old	
Naval	Training	Center	and	the	USS	Neversail.		Fort	Rosecrans	National	Cemetery	is	a	federal	
military	cemetery	in	the	city	of	San	Diego,	California.	It	is	located	on	the	grounds	of	the	
former	Army	coastal	artillery	station	Fort	Rosecrans	and	is	administered	by	the	United	States	
Department	of	Veterans	Affairs.	The	cemetery	is	located	approximately	10	miles	west	of	
Downtown	San	Diego,	overlooking	San	Diego	Bay	and	the	city	from	one	side,	and	the	Pacific	
Ocean	on	the	other.	Fort	Rosecrans	is	named	after	William	Starke	Rosecrans,	a	Union	general	
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in	the	American	Civil	War.	The	cemetery	was	registered	as	California	Historical	Landmark	
#55[3]	on	December	6,	1932.		

The cemetery is spread out over 77.5 acres located on both sides of Catalina Blvd. Several 
monuments have been erected in memory of the sailors lost in the Battle of Samar, October 
25, 1944, a part of the Battle of Leyte Gulf (Philippines), and in subsequent battles of the 
Pacific. 

 Many Fort Rosecrans interments date to the early years of the California Republic, 
including the remains of the casualties of the Battle of San Pasqual. Shortly after the 
United States declared war on Mexico in May 1846, Brigadier Stephen W. Kearny was 
tasked with conquering Mexico's northern provinces, New Mexico and California. While 
Kearny demonstrated his considerable gift for administrative command with his 
acquisition of the New Mexican territory, he faced a more difficult task in California. 
Expecting a show of force from the Mexican Californios, Kearny set out west from New 
Mexico. Upon reaching California, Kit Carson intercepted him and his men, who informed 
him the territory had been taken by American settlers in the Bear Flag Revolt. Kearny sent 
200 of his men back to New Mexico with the news and continued forward with one-third of 
his force. Unfortunately, the success of the revolt had been exaggerated and, before 
reaching their destination, Kearny and his men encountered a group of Californios intent 
on keeping more U.S. troops out of their homeland. 

In the subsequent Battle of San Pasqual, 19 of Kearny's men and an untold number of 
Californios lost their lives. Initially, the dead were buried where they fell, but by 1874 the 
remains had been removed to the San Diego Military Reservation. Eight years later, the 
bodies were again reinterred at what is now Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery. In 1922, 
the San Diego chapter of the Native Sons and Daughters of the Golden West had a large 
boulder brought from the battlefield and placed at the gravesite with a plaque affixed that 
lists the names of the dead. 

Our own NCPOA newsletter editor, Chief Bob Stockton has a direct connection to the 
battle of San Pascual and other military engagements during the California campaign of 
the Mexican War. Chief Stockton’s namesake and great-great-great grandfather, 
Commodore Robert Stockton was the first commander of American forces in California 
during the war. It was Commodore Stockton who dispatched his friend and scout Kit 
Carson to intercept General Kearny to inform him that the battles for Los Angeles and San 
Diego had been won. Unfortunately, after Carson left San Diego to meet with Kearny the 
Californios had retaken Ciudad Los Angeles which set up the battle of San Pascual. 

Another notable monument in Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery is the USS Bennington 
Monument which commemorates the deaths of 62 sailors in a boiler explosion aboard 
USS Bennington (PG-4). The Bennington, which had just returned from maneuvers in the 
Pacific, was anchored in San Diego Harbor. On July 21, 1905, the crew was ordered to 
depart in search for USS Wyoming (BM-10), which had lost a propeller at sea. At 
approximately 10:30 a.m., an explosion in the boiler room ripped through the ship, killing 
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or wounding the majority of the crew. Two days later the remains of soldiers and sailors 
were brought to the post cemetery and interred in an area known as Bennington Plot. 

$	55.00	per	person.		
	
	
	
	
Friday	October	21st	0930-1630	---	Third	Day	Activities	
AEROSPACE	MUSEUM	BALBOA	PARK,	CITY	SITES,	BUFFET	LUNCHEON	at	MCRD,	MOUNT	
SOLEDAD	VETERANS	CROSS	AND	MEMORIAL	SITE.		

	
Departing	at	0930	we	will	see	the	City	Sites	which	will	be	narrated	as	we	motor	through	
downtown	to	the	famous	Balboa	Park	pointing	out	sites	of	interest	like	the	USN	Hospital,	
exhibit	halls	and	stopping	at	the	AEROSPACE	MUSEUM.	Science,	space	and	aviation	history	all	
unfold	at	the	San	Diego	Air	&	Space	Museum	-	California’s	Official	Air	and	Space	Museum.	An	
affiliate	of	the	Smithsonian	Institution,	the	Museum	houses	a	collection	of	historic	aircraft	
and	spacecraft	from	all	over	the	world,	including	a	working	flying	replica	of	Lindbergh's	Spirit	
of	St.	Louis,	the	actual	Apollo	9	Command	Module	spacecraft	and	the	only	real	GPS	satellite	
on	display	in	the	world.	View	artifacts	from	the	Wright	Brothers,	Charles	Lindbergh,	Amelia	
Earhart,	Neil	Armstrong,	Buzz	Aldrin	and	other	aviation	and	space	pioneers.	Rare	specimens	
of	aircraft	suggest	the	excitement	of	air	combat	in	the	World	War	I	Gallery.	Marvel	at	the	
entertaining	and	dangerous	antics	of	the	barnstormers	of	the	1920s	in	the	Golden	Age	of	
Flight	Gallery.	Mint	condition	aircraft,	in	a	mint	condition	museum	–	a	Spitfire	Mk.	XVI,	a	
Navy	F6F	Hellcat	and	an	A-4	Skyhawk	jet	–	these	beautifully	restored	airplanes	help	you	
appreciate	the	increasingly	complex	technology	represented	in	the	classic	military	aircraft	of	
World	War	II,	Korea	and	Vietnam.	Our	International	Aerospace	Hall	of	Fame,	the	only	one	in	
the	world,	honors	those	men	and	women	who	made	a	substantive	contribution	to	the	
advance	of	the	aerospace	sciences.		
Since	there	is	so	much	to	see	in	the	Park	we	have	allowed	2	hours	for	your	enjoyment.	Re-
boarding	at	noon,	we	make	our	way	to	the	USMC	Recruit	Depot	for	their	Bayside	Restaurants	
Special	Friday	Buffet	that	includes	salads,	sides,	entrees,	veggies,	rolls	and	butter,	ice	tea,	and	
dessert.		
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To	top	that	off,	we	head	for	La	Jolla	(pronounced	La-HOY-a)	to	view	and	reflect	upon	the	
controversial	and	legendary	47	foot	Cross	erected	atop	Mount	Soledad	as	a	veteran’s	
memorial	which	has	been	opposed	by	the	ACLU	for	decades.	The	vistas	from	atop	this	
“Bucket	List”	landmark	are	unsurpassed.	This	historic	landmark	pays	homage	to	veterans	who	
have	honorably	served	our	country	and	educates	the	public	on	the	contributions	of	military	
personnel	throughout	our	nation’s	history.	Shimmering	black	granite	stories	tell	a	tale	of	
honor	and	sacrifice	for	the	greater	good	upon	Mt.	Soledad.			
From	a	humble	redwood	cross	erected	in	1913	to	the	formation	of	the	Mt.	Soledad	Memorial	
Association	in	1952,	the	memorial	has	been	a	beacon	to	the	citizens	of	San	Diego.	The	current	
cross	was	authorized	by	the	city	of	San	Diego	to	honor	those	who	served	faithfully	during	the	
Korean	conflict.	

$53.00	per	person.	
		
Saturday	October	22nd	1800-2200	---	Fourth	Day	Activities	
INSTALLATION	BANQUET		
No	Host	Bar	opens	
Banquet	dinner	offers	a	choice	of:		
A.	Combination	Dinner	-	Tri-tip	Steak,	served	with	Grilled	Chicken	Breast	with	wild	mushroom	
sherry	glaze	$44.00	per	person.	
B.	Fresh	Fish	Dinner	-	Salmon,	grilled	to	perfection,	cucumber	dill	sauce,	roasted	red	potatoes,	
with	garlic	&	herbs	-	$44.00	per	person.		
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All	Dinners	are	served	with	Tossed	Green	Salad,	fresh	seasoned	vegetables,	rolls	and	butter,	
N.Y.	Style	Cheesecake	with	Raspberry	Sauce	dessert.	Fresh	brewed	Kona	Coffee	or	decaf	and	
Assorted	Hot	Herbal	Tea	or	Iced	tea.		
Sunday	October	23RD		
Depart	Hotel	-	see	you	next	year	in	Jacksonville!	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

2016	Convention	Registration	Form	
Holiday	Inn	Bayside,	4875	North	Harbor	Drive	

San	Diego.	CA	(619)	224-3621	
Reservation	Number:	800-345-9995	ask	for	NCPOA	rate	of	$124.	per	night	

Link	for	hotel	amenities:	http://www.holinnbayside.com/	
October	19-23,	2016	

Please	Return	This	Form	Not	Later	Than	SEPTEMBER	16TH	
(see	address	below)	

	
Name	on	Badge____________________________	Rate_______	
Name____________________________________	Rate________	
Spouse/Guest	Name	_________________________________________________	
Address______________________________________________________	
City___________________________	State__________	ZIP______________	
Phone________________________	Email___________________________			
_______________________________________________________________	

Select	Your	Convention	Events	
________________________________________________________________	
EVENT																																																														No.	of	people					Amount	
Registration	Fee					
																														(Each	person	must	be	registered)	.........______@	$20_________	
		Note	below:		Facility	use	charge	NON	hotel	guest	one-time	fee	@	$25__________	
Wed.	19	Oct.			Welcome	Aboard	Reception..........							._______		@	$33	__________	
Thurs	20	Oct.			USS	MIDWAY,	FT	ROSECRANS	....	_______			@	$55__________	
Fri.					21	Oct				AEROSPACE	MUSEUM,	SOLEDAD________@	$53__________	
Sat.				22	Oct.			Installation	Banquet	choose	from					
																														Combination	Steak	and	Chicken…______@	$43__________					
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																														Fresh	Salmon……………….........________			@	$43__________	
																																																																								
**Pre-order	NCPOA	T-Shirt(s)	Sizes	S/M/L/XL/XXL______@$15	ea_______																																																																							
	 How	many_______				Size/s_________________				 	 	
		 	 	 	 	 	 	 TOTAL	COST					$__________																																														
*	As	CPO's,	you	are	responsible	for	your	guests	
*	Open	bar	in	Hospitality	room	and	Alcoholic	Beverages	are	available	self-service	
*	By	your	registration,	you	agree	to	hold	the	NCPOA	harmless	for	any	and	all	accidents	
and/or	injuries	that	may	occur	during	this	convention.	
	
__________________________________										______________	
Signature	of	Member																																												Date	
.....................................................................................................................................	

Please	complete	this	form	and	send	with	your	check	payable	to	
"NCPOA"	no	later	than	September	16th	

AZCM	(A/C)	Robert	L.	McCauley,	USN	(Ret.)	
9836	Kernville	Drive	

Las	Vegas,	NV	89134-7875	
	

NOTE:	Registered	hotel	guests	will	receive	a	parking	permit	for	their	stay.	Non-guests	will	be	
either	towed	away	or	may	pay	a	$10.	daily	parking	fee	to	the	hotel.	Exceptions	are	for	San	
Diego	residents	who	show	driver’s	license	and	request	parking	for	our	events.	
To	encourage	use	of	this	Hotel,	which	offsets	the	association	facility	use	charges	by	number	
of	registered	guests,	we	will	assess	a	$25.facility	use	charge	for	those	members	who	choose	
to	stay	at	another	hotel	rather	than	the	Holiday	Inn	Bayside.	
	

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Three Things A Young Sailor Don’t Need. 
 
Destroyer Division 132 was due to arrive from Pearl on June 26th, 1958 which was exactly five 
days after my eighteenth birthday. My days as a transient at the Naval Station were spent 
scrubbing pots and pans and working the business end of the big dishwashing machine in the 
scullery, my nights and weekends watching television in the barracks. I was dead broke and 
couldn’t get paid until my ship got into port. Finally the day arrived. Destroyer Division 132 was 
arriving on the morning tide. Walpole, a fellow named Bormann and I packed our sea bags, 
jumped on the station shuttle bus and headed over to the destroyer piers to await the arrival of the 
ships. 
 
We were not alone. Waiting on the pier was a Navy band, several Navy Captains and 
Commanders, the families of the four ships’ crews, sailors returning from emergency leave, and 
about forty or so sailors that had orders to report to one of the four ships in the Division. Soon 
the four destroyers hove into sight, navigating the narrow Long Beach harbor breakwater. First in 
line was the USS O’Brien, Ken Walpole’s ship. The O’Brien was the destroyer where the 
division commodore was embarked and therefore entered the harbor first, followed by Walke, 
Harry E. Hubbard, and last the Ernest G. Small. The order of entrance was decided by the 
seniority of the three following tin can captains’ seniority. The Small was apparently the junior 
ship in the division. 
 
The Navy band was playing stirring marches and all four ships had proudly hoisted their 
semaphore flags that depicted their four letter radio and signal call signs. On the pier, the 
families of both officers and enlisted craned their necks to see if they could capture a glimpse of 
their loved one who was returning home after eight long months at sea in the far Western Pacific. 
It was a glorious sight to behold, and I will never forget the memory and the mixed feelings of 
both pride and trepidation that surged through my veins. 
 
Eventually after much pushing by the harbor tugboats the O Brien was tied up securely (all 
mooring lines were doubled up), and the other three made fast alongside her in a tidy destroyer 
nest.  Brows were established between ships and the pier and an exodus of sailors from the ship 
began. Crewmembers with transferring out orders departed first followed by the two liberty 
sections that did not have the duty. When in port in the United States the crew was divided into 
three duty sections. On any given day after ships work knocked off, two of the sections were 
permitted to go ashore on liberty while the third section stayed on board to stand the necessary 
watches on deck, in the engine and firerooms and other areas where a crew member on watch 
was needed. 
 
After a bit things on the ship and pier calmed down and we were told to grab our gear and get 
aboard our respective commands. This required my crossing the first three ships to get to the 
Small. It should be noted here that one does not simply walk aboard a naval vessel and casually 
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stroll around to get to the outboard one. There is a certain protocol that must be followed. When 
walking over the brow to the first ship in the nest one stops at the deck, turns smartly aft, salutes 
the flag flying from the fantail, turns, salutes the Officer of the Deck and then requests 
permission to cross the ship. The Officer of the Deck then returns your salute and grants 
permission. One then proceeds to the athwartships passageway to get to the next ship in the nest 
and continues to repeat the same process until the final destination is reached. When one gets to 
the officer of the deck on the quarterdeck of your command instead of requesting permission to 
cross one exchanges salutes, presents one’s orders and service record to the petty officer of the 
watch and states in a clear if somewhat trembling rookie voice,  “reporting as ordered, sir.”  All 
of this was internalized by me that eventful first day after taking a large amount of harassment 
each time I screwed up the sequence of the crossing protocol. 
 
The petty officer logged my arrival time and told me to take my orders and records to the ship’s 
office located inside the superstructure on the main deck amidships. The office was a tiny affair - 
after all those old tin cans were only 390 feet from stem to stern - and hand them to the 
personnelman on duty.  I was amazed how the Navy could cram so much admin space in such a 
small compartment. This was the office of the ship’s executive officer, admin officer, ship’s 
yeoman, ship’s personnelman and one or two non- rated strikers who were learning the admin 
skills to be promoted to yeoman or personnelman. 
 
The duty officer that day happened to be the ship’s Executive Officer, Lieutenant Commander 
Weathering.  The XO was the Captain’s right hand man and attended, among a host of other 
duties, all things administrative. Mr. Weathering scanned my orders, noticing that I had recently 
washed out of communication technician school. He asked if I thought I could fit in with the 
ship’s radiomen in radio central. I answered as honestly as I knew how, telling him that I had no 
problem with code, but couldn’t coordinate typing code translation to paper very well. That’s 
how you did it in radio central of the fifties. Unclassified radio nets were monitored with a 
headset, a typewriter and a three or four part carbon copy message paper. The classified stuff 
came in a small crypto shack that was only just beginning to become automated. Well then, the 
XO said after conferring with his Yeoman, the ship is losing quite a few crew from second 
division and that would be my new home. I was told to report to Boatswain’s Mate Second Class 
Durnin. Just where could I find this Durnin, I inquired. On the fantail I was told. Get going. 
 
I was at least smart enough to be able to find the fantail, even though the XO had his little joke 
telling me that the fantail was located on the round end and not the pointy end of the ship. I 
flashed an embarrassed smile and was on my way to meet up with Durnin. 
 
I exited the amidships passageway onto the fantail and knew at once that I had found the Second 
Division. There were about a dozen or so newbies milling around one sailor wearing working 
dungarees. The dungaree shirt had a second class crow stenciled freehand on the left sleeve. This 
must be Durnin, I thought. I walked up, introduced myself as Seaman Apprentice Stockton and 
told him that I had been ordered to report to him. Durnin nodded and then told us all to gather 
round. 
 
BM2 Durnin was the 2nd Division leading petty officer, rather smallish with a heavy Brooklyn 
accent. Durnin had spent eighteen years in the Navy, all at sea and was forever frozen in his 
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current pay grade as the Navy was top heavy with senior boatswain’s mates. He had a colored 
star tattooed on one earlobe and a fouled anchor tattooed on the other. Both wrists had anchor 
chains tattooed around their circumference and his face had the appearance of old leather.  After 
he had our undivided attention he uttered the words that I will carry verbatim to my grave: 
 
“Men, this is youse first tour of sea duty and working in the deck force requires a lot from youse. 
Youse guys can get into a lot of trouble on the beach so be careful. And remember this. There’s 
t’ree t’ings young sailors like youse don’t need: a wife, a car and a transistor radio.” 
 
Apparently Durnin didn’t care for the popular music of the day.  
Words to live by, Boats. 
 
 

North American A-5 Vigilante - Operational 
History 

 
Reprinted with permission. Source: www.liquisearch.com 

Operational History 

Designated A3J-1, the Vigilante first entered squadron service with Heavy Attack Squadron 
THREE (VAH-3) in June 1961 at Naval Air Station Sanford, Florida, replacing the Douglas A-3 
Skywarrior in the heavy attack role. All variants of the Vigilante were built at North American 
Aviation's facility at Port Columbus Airport in Columbus, Ohio, alongside the North American 
T-2 Buckeye and OV-10 Bronco. 
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Under the Tri-Services Designation plan implemented under Robert McNamara in September 
1962, the Vigilante was redesignated A-5, with the initial A3J-1 becoming A-5A and the updated 
A3J-2 becoming A-5B. The subsequent reconnaissance version, originally A3J-3P, became the 
RA-5C. 

The Vigilante's early service proved troublesome, with many teething problems for its advanced 
systems. Although these systems were highly sophisticated, the technology of the time was in its 
infancy, and its reliability was poor. Although most of these reliability issues were eventually 
worked out as maintenance personnel gained greater experience with supporting these systems, 
the aircraft tended to remain a maintenance-intensive platform throughout its career. 

The A-5's service coincided with a major policy shift in the U.S. Navy's strategic role, which 
switched to emphasize submarine launched ballistic missiles rather than manned bombers. As a 
result, in 1963, procurement of the A-5 was ended and the type was converted to the fast 
reconnaissance role. The first RA-5Cs were delivered to the Replacement Air Group 
(RAG)/Fleet Replacement Squadron (FRS), redesignated as Reconnaissance Attack Squadron 
THREE (RVAH-3) at NAS Sanford, Florida in July 1963, with all Vigilante squadrons 
subsequently redesignated RVAH. Under the cognizance of Reconnaissance Attack Wing ONE, 
a total of 10 RA-5C squadrons were ultimately commissioned. RVAH-3 continued to be 
responsible for the stateside-based RA-5C training mission of both flight crews, maintenance and 
support personnel, while RVAH-1, RVAH-5, RVAH-6, RVAH-7, RVAH-9, RVAH-11, RVAH-
12, RVAH-13 and RVAH-14 routinely deployed aboard Forrestal, Saratoga, Ranger, 
Independence, Kitty Hawk, Constellation, Enterprise, America, John F. Kennedy and eventually 
Nimitz-class aircraft carriers to the Atlantic, Mediterranean and Western Pacific. 

Eight of 10 squadrons of RA-5C Vigilantes also saw extensive service in Vietnam starting in 
August 1964, carrying out hazardous medium-level reconnaissance missions. Although it proved 
fast and agile, 18 RA-5Cs were lost in combat: 14 to anti-aircraft fire, three to surface-to-air 
missiles, and one to a MiG-21 during Operation Linebacker II. Nine more were lost in 
operational accidents while serving with Task Force 77. Due, in part, to these combat losses, 36 
additional RA-5C aircraft were built from 1968–1970 as attrition replacements. 

In 1968, Congress closed the aircraft's original operating base of NAS Sanford, Florida and 
transferred the parent wing, Reconnaissance Attack Wing ONE, all subordinate squadrons and 
all aircraft and personnel to Turner AFB, a Strategic Air Command (SAC) B-52 and Boeing KC-
135 base in Albany, Georgia. The tenant SAC bomb wing was then deactivated and control of 
Turner AFB was transferred from the Air Force to the Navy with the installation renamed Naval 
Air Station Albany. In 1974, after barely six years of service as a naval air station, Congress 
opted to close NAS Albany as part of a post-Vietnam force reduction, transferring all RA-5C 
units and personnel to NAS Key West, Florida. 

Despite the Vigilante's useful service, it was expensive and complex to operate and occupied 
significant amounts of precious flight deck and hangar deck space aboard both conventional and 
nuclear-powered aircraft carriers. With the end of the Vietnam War, disestablishment of RVAH 
squadrons began in 1974, with the last Vigilante squadron, RVAH-7, completing its final 
deployment to the Western Pacific aboard USS Ranger (CV-61) in late 1979. The final flight by 
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an RA-5C took place on 20 November 1979 when a Vigilante departed NAS Key West, Florida. 
Reconnaissance Attack Wing ONE was subsequently disestablished at NAS Key West, Florida 
in January 1980. 

The Vigilante did not end the career of the A-3 Skywarriors, which would carry on as electronic 
warfare platforms and tankers, designated as EA-3B and KA-3B, into the 1980s and early 1990s. 

Fighters replaced the RA-5C in the carrier-based reconnaissance role. The RF-8G version of the 
Vought F-8 Crusader, modified with internal cameras, had already been serving in two light 
photographic squadrons (VFP-62 and VFP-63) since the early 1960s, operating from older 
aircraft carriers unable to support the Vigilante. The Marine Corps' sole photographic squadron 
(VMFP-3) would also deploy aboard aircraft carriers during this period with RF-4B Phantom II 
aircraft. These squadrons superseded the Vigilante's role by providing detachments from the 
primary squadron to carrier air wings throughout the late 1970s and early-to-mid-1980s until 
transfer of the recon mission to the Navy's fighter squadron (VF) community operating the 
Grumman F-14 Tomcat. 

Select models of the F-14 Tomcat would eventually carry the multi-sensor Tactical Air 
Reconnaissance Pod (TARPS) and the Digital Tactical Air Reconnaissance Pod (D-TARPS). 
Following up to present day, the weight of fighters such as the F-14 Tomcat and Boeing F/A-
18E/F Super Hornet have evolved into the same 62,950 lb (28,550 kg) class as the Vigilante. 
With the retirement of the F-14, the Boeing F/A-18E/F Super Hornet strike fighters and EA-18G 
Growler electronic warfare aircraft are planned to cover the strike, reconnaissance, tanker and 
electronic warfare roles of the F-14 Tomcat, A-6E Intruder, A-7E Corsair II, RF-8G Crusader, 
RA-5C, KA-6D Intruder, Grumman EA-6B Prowler, S-3B Viking, ES-3A Shadow and EA-3B 
Skywarrior.   

The USS Somers Mutiny 

The second USS Somers was a U.S. Navy brig in the during the John Tyler administration which 
became infamous for being the only U.S. Navy ship to undergo a mutiny which led to 
executions. 

Somers was launched by the New York Navy Yard on 16 April 1842 and commissioned on 12 
May 1842, with Commander Alexander Slidell Mackenzie in command. 

On 25 November 1842, during the passage to the West Indies, Midshipman Phillip Spencer, the 
son of Secretary of War John Spencer, allegedly told purser's steward J.W. Wales of a planned 
mutiny by approximately 20 of Somers crew, who intended to use the ship for piracy from the 
Isle of Pines. Seaman Elisha Small was involved in the conversation, and Wales was threatened 
with death if he revealed Spencer's plan.  

On 26 November, Wales notified Captain Mackenzie of the plan through his chain of command 
via purser H.M. Heiskill and first lieutenant Guert Gansevoort. Captain Mackenzie was not 
inclined to take the matter seriously, but instructed Lt. Gansevoort to watch Spencer and the 
crew for evidence of confirmation. Lt. Gansevoort learned from other members of the crew that 
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Spencer had been observed in secret nightly conferences with seaman Small and Boatswain’s 
Mate Samuel Cromwell. Captain Mackenzie confronted Spencer with Wales' allegation that 
evening. Spencer replied that he told Wales the story as a joke. Spencer was arrested and put in 
irons on the quarterdeck. Papers written in Greek were discovered in a search of Spencer's locker 
and translated by Midshipman Henry Rodgers: 

	"CERTAIN: P. Spencer, E. Andrews, D. McKinley, Wales 
"DOUBTFUL: Wilson (X), McKee (X), Warner, Green, Gedney, Van Veltzor, Sullivan, 
Godfrey, Gallia(X), Howard (X) 
"Those doubtful marked (X) will probably be induced to join before the project is carried 
into execution. The remainder of the doubtful will probably join when the thing is done, 
if not, they must be forced. If any not marked down wish to join after the thing is done 
we will pick out the best and dispose of the rest. 
 

A mast failed and damaged some sail rigging on 27 November. The timing and circumstances 
were regarded as suspicious; and Cromwell, the largest man on the crew, was questioned about 
his alleged meetings with Spencer. Cromwell said: "It was not me, sir – it was Small." Small was 
questioned and admitted meeting with Spencer. Both Cromwell and Small joined Spencer in 
irons on the quarterdeck.  

On 28 November wardroom steward Henry Waltham was flogged for having stolen brandy for 
Spencer; and, after the flogging, Captain Mackenzie informed the crew of a plot by Spencer to 
have them murdered. Waltham was flogged again on 29 November for suggesting theft of three 
bottles of wine to one of the apprentices. Sailmaker's mate Charles A. Wilson was detected 
attempting to obtain a weapon on that afternoon, and Landsman McKinley and Apprentice Green 
missed muster when their watch was called at midnight.  

Four more men were put in irons on the morning of 30 November: Wilson, McKinley, Green, 
and Cromwell's friend, Alexander McKie. Captain Mackenzie then addressed a letter to his four 
wardroom officers (First Lieutenant Gansevoort, Past Assistant Surgeon L.W. Leecock, Purser 
Heiskill, and Acting Master M.C. Perry) and three oldest midshipmen (Henry Rodgers, Egbert 
Thompson, and Charles W. Hayes), asking their opinion as to the best course of action. The 
seven convened in the wardroom to interview members of the crew.  

On 1 December, the officers reported that they had "come to a cool, decided, and unanimous 
opinion" that Spencer, Cromwell and Small were "guilty of a full and determined intention to 
commit a mutiny;" and they recommended that the three be put to death, despite Spencer's claim 
that the accused conspirators "had been pretending piracy". The plotters were hanged that day 
and buried at sea. Some have noted that the captain could have waited since there were only 
thirteen days to home port. In response, the captain noted the fatigue of his officers, the 
smallness of the vessel and the inadequacies of the confinement. 

Somers reached St. Thomas on 5 December and returned to New York on 14 December. She 
remained there during a naval court of inquiry which investigated the alleged mutiny and 
subsequent executions. The court exonerated Mackenzie, as did a subsequent court-martial, held 
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at his request to avoid a trial in civil court. Nevertheless, the general populace remained 
skeptical. 

On 20 March 1843, Lt. John West assumed command of Somers and the brig was assigned to the 
Home Squadron. For the next few years, she served along the Atlantic coast and in the West 
Indies. 

Somers was in the Gulf of Mexico off Vera Cruz at the opening of the Mexican-American War 
in the spring of 1846; and, except for runs to Pensacola for logistics, remained in that area on 
blockade duty until the winter. On the evening of 26 November, the brig, commanded by Lt. 
Raphael Semmes (later the celebrated commanding officer of the Confederate commerce raider 
CSS Alabama), was blockading Vera Cruz when the Mexican schooner Criolla slipped into that 
port. Somers launched a boat party which boarded and captured the schooner. However, a calm 
wind prevented the Americans from getting their prize out to sea so they set fire to the vessel and 
returned through gunfire from the shore to Somers, bringing back seven prisoners. Unfortunately, 
Criolla proved to be a US spy ship operating for Commodore David Conner. 

 
Loss of USS Somers off Vera Cruz 
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WWII Veterans Aim to Relive History with Restored PT Boat   

 
PT-305’s first crew included Torpedoman First Class James Nerison, top row, second from left. 
(Courtesy: The National WWII Museum) 
  
 | by Greg Norman  
     
It was a run-in with the enemy that was too close for comfort, and more than 70 years later, the 
details remain vivid in the mind of a Navy veteran who served aboard a legendary ship. 
US Navy Torpedoman 1st Class James Nerison was part of the PT-305 crew patrolling off the 
coast of Corsica in 1944 when a pair of German destroyers locked onto them. The Higgins 
Industries Patrol-Torpedo boats were known for their speed and maneuverability, but they were 
up against superior Nazi firepower. 
"We couldn't shake them off for about 45 minutes and we were drawing a lot of fire," Nerison, now 
91, recalled. "I secured the torpedo rack that we launched the torpedoes with and ran up to the 
skipper and said, 'Do you want me to throw over a smoke pot?'" 
The young sailor was referring to a 5-gallon can with chemicals that emitted smoke as a 
distraction. He was given the approval to toss the container over the side, and the German 
warships quickly started firing at it as PT-305 slipped off into the darkness. 
"We got off to one side and they weren't able to find us that night," Nerison said. 
The California native's experience is just one of many among the 44 officers and enlisted men 
who called PT-305 home during World War II. Now Nerison, along with Joseph Brannan, a former 
1st class gunner's mate who also served on PT-305, hope to ride the boat once again. 
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The National World War II Museum, located in New Orleans, on Tuesday launched a Kickstarter 
campaign to raise $100,000 to complete its PT-305 restoration project, and hopes to have the boat 
sailing Louisiana's Lake Pontchartrain by early next year. 
"It helps us cover all of the costs that are needed to transport the boat to the water and cover all 
the testing and certifications so the boat is ready to operate," Tom Czekanski, the museum's 
director of exhibitions and collections, told FoxNews.com. 
The battle-hardened boat, which operated in the Mediterranean along the coasts of southern 
France and Northern Italy, conducted more than 77 offensive patrols and operations, fought in 11 
separate actions and sank three German ships during its 14-month deployment, according to the 
museum. 
After the war, PT-305 took on a civilian role as a tour boat in New York Harbor, a fishing charter 
and an oyster boat, while falling into disrepair before the museum scooped it up in 2007. 
A volunteer crew, which includes people from all walks of life -- from students to architects -- has 
already worked more than 100,000 hours on the project at the museum's restoration pavilion. 
Parts for restoring the boat -- such as engines, deck fittings and exhaust ports -- have come from 
other PT boats and nearly $3 million from in-kind donations. 
Czekanski said ever since the museum opened in 2000, curators have coveted a working Higgins 
PT boat. All that's left to be done, he added, is the installation of mechanical systems, such as 
plumbing lines. The weapons on the ship, however, will not be operational. 
Once the boat is available for the paying public to ride on, the museum hopes it will generate 
enough revenue to cover its upkeep and ensure that future generations can learn about the 
heroics of the veterans that served aboard PT-305. 
"The restoration of PT-305, like all museum restoration projects, is aimed at making history 
accessible to today's audiences in as detailed and authentic a way possible," said museum 
executive vice president and COO Stephen Watson. 
Nerison can't wait to see his old boat sail again. 
"I was taken aback by the fact that my boat was finally going to be restored," Nerison told 
FoxNews.com. "I'm just lucky to have been on the boat that is going to be on show for everybody 
to see." 
PT-305, built by New Orleans-based Higgins Industries - a company that specialized in 
manufacturing small boats -- was completed on December 8, 1943. It was then assigned to the 
Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron 22. 
The boats, designed for stealthy torpedo attacks on enemy supply and troop barges, relied on 
speed and maneuverability to get away from danger. 
"They are fast and nimble and a great piece of American ingenuity used in the war," Czekanski 
told FoxNews.com. 
PT-305 also conducted reconnaissance missions, landed troops on occupied coasts and carried 
generals, making most of its movements at night underneath the cover of darkness. 
"German planes would see you in the daytime and come out of nowhere and strafe you and bomb 
you," Brannan, 93, told FoxNews.com. 
"There were no railings on the outside of the boat and we never lost anyone," he added. 
Brannan, an Arkansas native who said he was "very excited" about the project, started serving on 
PT-305 in December of 1944. 
In June 1945, Brannan and Nerison's squadron returned to New York from the Mediterranean and 
the war ended before PT-305 could be overhauled for deployment to the Pacific. 
"We didn't need the eyes anymore, because we had her home at last" 
- Tom Czekanski, the National World War II Museum's director of exhibitions and collections 
But the boat didn't look the same as the first time it crossed the Atlantic. 
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Nerison, who wanted a fix for the stuffiness of the crew's quarters, said when the crew was based 
in Saint Tropez in Southern France after fighting began to subside, he managed to find some 
brass portholes at a boatyard. 
He asked the skipper if he could install one on each side of the boat -- and the problem was 
solved. 
"That was a modification that I don't think any other PT boat in the Navy had at the time," Nerison 
told FoxNews.com. 
Following the war, the Navy burned 118 boats off the coasts of the Philippines to downsize its 
fleet. 
Only a handful of PT boats survived - PT-305 being one of them - and it was sold as military 
surplus for $10 along with the rest of the squadron, the museum said. 
During its civilian life, PT-305 underwent additional modifications - such as the removal of 13 feet 
from the stern -- to reduce operating costs and to comply with Coast Guard regulations. 
Czekanski led the trip to Galveston Island to retrieve PT-305 from the Defenders of America Naval 
Museum in Galveston, Texas, in April 2007. 
The restoration team had painted eyes on the front of the boat, which, according to nautical 
legend, would help it find its way home. 
"We didn't need the eyes anymore," Czekanski said, "because we had her home at last. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
MCPON Mike Stevens To Retire After Four Years As The Navy's Top Enlisted Sailor 
(NAVY TIMES 16 MAR 16) ... Mark Faram 
 
Master Chief of the Navy (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens says he's stepping down after four years as the 
Navy's top enlisted, having served with two chiefs of naval operations. 
“I really believe that to be effective as a MCPON, it’s really necessary that whoever is selected in 
the job have at least three years to work with their CNO,” Stevens said in a phone interview. “That 
amount if time is truly necessary to establish a close working relationship and be an effective 
team and accomplish things for our sailors." 
Stevens accomplished a lot. He oversaw the continued professionalization of the chief's mess 
Navy-wide that drove a drop in cases of misconduct. He also expanded the Senior Enlisted 
Academy and made it mandatory for selection to master chief. 
Tablets are now teaching platforms at boot camp and could soon be issued to all sailors. And 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus has named DDG-119 for the first MCPON, Delbert D. Black — a honor 
that Stevens advocated for. 
His highest profile and most controversial move came a few months into his tenure, when he 
"sundowned" chief petty officer induction and mandated tough, professional training instead. 
It's the right time to move on, he said. 
"I recognize if I stayed any longer that I would be disadvantaging a generation of master chiefs, 
taking from them the opportunity to compete to be MCPON because they would hit high-year 
tenure," said Stevens, who is 51. 
Wanting to keep his decision to leave low-key, Stevens is announcing his plans to the master 
chiefs of his leadership mess, who will push it out to the force. 
His job has been tough on his family. His wife Theresa has rarely come with him on the many fleet 
trips that are a part of his job. 
"She has given me up to the Navy for four years and she deserves to have her husband back full-
time,” he said. “She says it’s like I’ve been been on deployment for these years, but I come home 
to do my laundry.” 
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. John Richardson has already approved Stevens' request to retire. 
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That approval has set in motion the search for the master chief to whom Stevens will pass the 
ceremonial cutlass that symbolizes the office. The choice falls to the CNO, but Stevens said he's 
making recommendations about the qualifications to compete for the job. 
Stevens said he'll recommend all six current fleet master chief’s automatically be eligible to apply, 
regardless of their time in the job. 
“I’m also going to recommend that all command master chiefs who are currently or have served at 
least 18 total months in a billet at the three or four-star level also be eligible for consideration,” he 
said. 
This will bring the eligible pool of candidates to somewhere in the neighborhood of 20, he 
estimated. It will still be up to the master chiefs themselves as to whether they will apply. Setting 
these prerequisites will prevent more junior master chiefs from being selected, but he believes the 
top job requires someone familiar with working with staffs. 
“It’s critical that whomever is selected be familiar with how staffs work at the highest levels of the 
Navy,” he said. “It’s something that only experience can bring to even the best command master 
chief and they need that to be effective in the Navy today.” 
The last such "deep select" was Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SW/FMF) Joe Campa, who 
was picked by then-CNO Adm. Mike Mullen in 2006. Prior to that, he was the command master 
chief at Joint Task Force Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, a one-star billet. 
Stevens said that in this day and age that step would be tough to make. 
“You don’t see anyone brought up from the O-6 level to be CNO, so I don’t think it should be any 
different for selection to MCPON,” he said. “It’s a very steep learning curve and it was tough 
enough for me just coming in from the fleet level.” 
http://www.navytimes.com/story/military/2016/03/16/mcpon-mike-stevens-retire-after-four-years-
navys-top-enlisted-sailor/81864524/	
 
 
 
New Members in 2015 
 
TOTAL	 DATE	 LAST	NAME		 FIRST	NAME		 MIDDLE	 RATE	
NUMBER	 	   INITIAL	 	

1	 1/15/2015	 WANDRES	 JOHN	 J.	 JOC	
2	 3/26/2015	 MILLER	 RICHMOND	 C	 CTMC	
3	 4/9/2015	 NEFF	 MATTHEW	 J	 MUCS	
4	 4/17/2015	 MCCARROLL	 FRED	(SKIP)	 M	 RMCM(SW)	
5	 4/24/2015	 HOLMES	 ROBERT	 A	 MUC	
6	 5/16/2015	 HILL	 GEORGE	 J	 BMC	
7	 5/16/2015	 SCHEIDT	 GARY	 G	 AKCM	
8	 5/16/2015	 PECK	 TIMOTHY		 R	 ATC	
9	 5/16/2015	 JEFFERSON	 MANAAN	 	 E-8	

10	 5/30/2015	
WALFORD,	
JR.	 TIMOTHY		 C	 ENC	

11	 5/30/2015	 CLARKE	 JAMES	 E	 BU	
12	 6/11/2015	 LEWIS	 SHAWN	 T	 MMC(SS)	
13	 6/27/2015	 SWARTS	 JAMES	 	 MUC	
14	 7/24/2015	 WLOCZEWSKI	 JOHN	 R	 GMG	
15	 8/11/2015	 SPENCE	 GERALD	 R	 ETC(SS)	
16	 8/20/2015	 KELLER	 RICK	 S	 ETC	
17	 9/3/2015	 ALVARICO	 ROGER	 W	 MECM	
18	 9/3/2015	 JORGENSEN	 ARTHUR	 R	 PHCS	
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19	 10/9/2015	 FAUX	 WAYNE	 	 SKC	
20	 10/9/2015	 CARNEY	 ROBIN		 C	 AKC(AW)	
21	 10/9/2015	 SCHRADER	 CLARENCE	 W	 SKC	
22	 11/3/2015	 KIEFER	 CHARLES	 P	 CSC	
23	 11/11/2015	 VIRGE	 HARRIS	 	 SKCM	
24	 11/11/2015	 FRY	 CHARLES	 F	 PNCM	
25	 11/11/2015	 BERNHARDT	 PAUL	 C	 ETCS	
26	 11/20/2015	 HALLUM	 JOHN	 K	 RMC		

 
 

IMPORTANT Notices 
 

Members, if you are receiving THE CHIEFS via regular mail, and you have a 
computer, and you are using e-mail, then please send your e-mail address; 
to Gary Scheidt at gschssss@aol.com.  We will then take you off our 
mailing list, and put you on our e-mailing list.  Thank you, you will help 
save costs of publishing this newsletter. 

___________________________________________
___ 
Corrections / Updates to THE CHIEFS online: When discovering errors or 
out of date information on THE CHIEFS website, please submit 
corrections / updates to: AKCM Gary Scheidt, USN (Ret) 1991 Gunstock 
Drive, Stone Mountain, GA 30087 NCPOA Secretary, gschssss@aol.com 
770-934-5542 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members the application 
provided below is for your convenience to clip out and share with a fellow Chief 
who is not yet a member. Do the Chief and the organization a favor and pass this 
along to him or her! The opposite side of this application bears a message from 
the Membership Director (cut on dotted line) (retain until membership card is 
received) Received by:______________ Date: ___ $ ____________ for NCPOA 
Membership Received from: ____________________ NATIONAL CHIEF PETTY 
OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION I certify that I am serving/have served as a Chief Petty 
Officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard for a period of at least 30 days:  
 
NAME_______________________________________________ 
RATE/RANK ___________ 
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ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________ 
CITY__________________________________________STATE ___ ZIP __________ 
 
SPOUSE __________________  
  
DATEOF BIRTH____/____/_____  
 
Email: ________________________________________________________  
 
Service: o USN o USNR o USCG o Active o Ret. o Veteran  
 
Recruited 
by:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
SHIPS/STATIONS: 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 MAIL TO:       
ATCS Richard A. Oubre, USN (Ret)  

5730 Misty Glen 

San Antonio, TX 78247-4093 

210.637.6304   roubre@satx.rr.com 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. DEAD LINE FOR OUR NEXT ISSUE OF “THE  CHIEFS”  IS :   JUNE 
19, 2016 

Editor: OSC Bob Stockton, USN (Ret) 

877-245-6420 

Drbob456@gmail.com 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
2. REUNIONS 

DO YOU KNOW OF OTHER REUNIONS TAKING PLACE, IF SO, PLEASE 
SUBMIT THE INFORMATION TO BOB STCKTON AT THE ABOVE E-MAIL 
ADDRESS? 
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Ø USS BLUEFISH SSN 675/SS222 

APRIL 28 --- 30, 2016 

LANDMARK RESORT, MYRTLE BEACH, SC 

CONTACT: JOHN WITTENSTROM 910-235-0191 
JWITTENSTROM@NC.RR.COM, OR PETER BLAIS 772-777-2379 
BIAIS@MAIL.COM. 

Ø USS RANGER CVA/CV61 

SEPTEMBER 28 --- OCTOBER 1, 2016 

ALL FORMER CREW MEMBERS, SQUARDRONS, 
MARINEDETACHMENT OR TAD MEMBERS 

N CHARLESTON MARRIOTT HOTEL 

CHARLESTON, SC 

CONTACT: GEORGE MEOLI 203-453-4279 
USS.RANGER@YAHOO.COM 

Ø US NAVAL TRAINING CENTER BAINBRIDGE ASSOCIATION 18TH 
ANNUAL REUNION 
Aberdeen, Maryland 
29 Sept - 2 Oct 2016 
Contact:   USNTCBA    
                c/o/ Walter Alexander 
                P.O. Box 2444 
                Glen Allen, VA 23058-2444 
                AlexanderAye@aol.com 
For all men and women that served at NTC Bainbridge anytime 
between 1942 - 1976. 

 
3. ATTENTION ALL NCPOA MEMBERS 

NCPOA IS CURRENTLY CONVERTING DISTRIBUTION OF OUR 
NEWSLETTER “THE CHIEFS” TO A HYBRID DISTRIBUTION.  
THEREFORE, SOME MEMBERS MAY RECEIVE BOTH THE E-MAIL AND 
THE MAIL-OUT VERSION. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR ACTICLES, NOTICES, INFORMATION, ANY THING 
YOU BELIEVE THE MEMBERSHIP WOULD BE INTERESTED IN HEARING 
OR LEARNING ABOUT TO POST ON OUR WEB SITE. 
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ALSO, PLEASE BECOME A REGULAR VISITOR TO OUR WEB SITE 
NCPOA.CLUB --- ITS PURPOSE IS TO KEEP YOU INFORMATED.   
HAVE SOMETHING, THEN GET IT TO AKCM GARY SCHEIDT USN (RET) 
NCPOA WEBMASTER @ GSCHSSSS@AOL.COM.  We want to hear from 
you!  
 
 

Humor 
 

Haircut 

 	

 	

A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and inquired of his father as 
to when they could discuss his use of the car.  His father said he'd make a deal 
with his son, "You bring your grades up from a C to a B average, study your Bible a 
little, and get your hair cut. Then we'll talk about the car." 
 
The boy thought about that for a moment, decided, he'd settle for the offer, and they 
agreed on  it. 
        
After about six weeks his father said, "Son, you've brought your grades up and I've 
observed that you have been studying your Bible, but I'mdisappointed you haven't had 
your hair cut." 
                  
The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I've noticed in my 
studies of the Bible that Samson had long hair, Johnthe Baptist had long hair, Moses 
had long hair, and there's even strong evidence that Jesus had long hair." 
 
 
(You're going to love the Dad's reply!) 
                   
"Did you also notice they all walked everywhere they went?" 

FLORIDA	WOMAN	STOPS	

ALLIGATOR	ATTACK	WITH	

A	SMALL	BERETTA	PISTOL	
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Florida	woman	stops	alligator	attack	with	a	small	Beretta	pistol.	
This	is	a	story	of	self-control	and	marksmanship	by	a	brave,	
cool-headed	woman	with	a	small	pistol	against	a	fierce	predator.	
She	was	asked,	what	is	the	smallest	caliber	that	you	would	
trust	to	protect	yourself?	A	Beretta	Jetfire,	she	answered!	
[A	nice	testimonial	for	the	Baretta	Jetfire].	
		

Here	is	her	story	in	her	own	words:	
"While	out	walking	along	the	edge	of	a	pond	just	outside	
of	The	Villages	with	my	soon-to-be	ex-husband	discussing	
property	settlement	and	other	divorce	issues,	we	were	
surprised	by	a	huge	12-ft.	alligator	which	suddenly	emerged	
from	the	murky	water	and	began	charging	us	with	its	large	
jaws	wide	open.	She	must	have	been	protecting	her	nest	
because	she	was	extremely	aggressive.	
	
If	I	had	not	had	my	little	Beretta	Jetfire	.25	caliber	pistol	
with	me,	I	would	not	be	here	today!	
		

Just	one	shot	to	my	estranged	husband's	knee	cap	was	
all	it	took.	The	'gator	got	him	easily	and	I	was	able	to	
escape	by	just	walking	away	at	a	brisk	pace.	It's	one	of	
the	best	pistols	in	my	collection!	
		

Plus	the	amount	I	saved	in	lawyer's	fees	was	really	
incredible!"	
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