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C O N V E N T I O N

October 12-16, 2011
San Antonio, Texas

San Antonio, Texas is this year’s site for the
National Chief Petty Officers Convention and it will
be held from October 12 until 16, 2011 (Wednesday-
Sunday).

Our hotel is the Double Tree Hotel on Durango
Boulevard and the room rate is $99 for a king size
bed and $109 for two double beds.  The phone
number for the hotel is 210.224.7155.  Be sure to
tell the operator that you are with the NCPOA
Convention to get the special room rate prices.  This
year’s registration fee will be $20 per person, with
registration starting on Wednesday (October 12) at
noon.  For NCPOA members, the $10 per day
parking fee has been waived.  Breakfast is free
(normally costing $11.95 per person).

Reservation cut off date is September 12, 2011.
The hotel has an electronic map system that helps
locate any pertinent places that the guest might
select to visit during their free time during the
convention.

The President’s Reception is scheduled for
Wednesday, October 12, and the cost is $30 per
person.  Reception will be a Chips and Dips style
menu and include Tostada chips, salsa and queso,
vegetable crudités, carrot sticks, broccoli,
pepperoncinis, olives dips, a deli display of ham, roast
beef, turkey and assorted cheeses with rolls, mustard,
and mayonnaise.  There will be mini desserts —
chef’s choice of bite size tarts and cakes.  Drinks
choice – tea or water.

Currently the first tour date, a half-day schedule,
will be Thursday, October 13, which will begin at 9
a.m. (0900 for the salts) and includes a trip to the
Alamo, Mission San Jose, Mission Concepcion, and
El Mercado as well as other sites.  The cost is
presently to be $45 per person.  The tour should
end about 2 p.m. (1400).

Thursday evening will be open and guests can
take a trolley to the river walk or walk the short
distance to the river-walk or another convenient
location for dinner or shopping.  Richard Oubre, our
host, might arrange a group style meal at a favorite
Mexican diner near by and those wishing to join our
him and his lady at this Mexican Diner should call
210.637.6304 to add their names.

Day two of the tour schedule (Friday, October
14) will include a trip to the Hill Country –
Fredericksburg, WWII Museum of the Pacific,
Luckenbach, Texas, and the Lyndon Baines Johnson
Ranch.  Cost is scheduled at $65 per person with
the day beginning again at 9 a.m. (0900) and
barbecue terminating at around 4:30 p.m. (1630).

Friday, October 14 has the planners tentatively
working on a Texas Barbecue with a brisket dinner
at a ranch that will include entertainment.  It is not
yet a firm part of the schedule but should be on our
calendar in the summer issue of The Chiefs.

Our banquet and final program’s menu costs

$42 per person.  The cuisine served will comprise a
choice of Grilled Beef Tenderloin (with pressed potato,
grilled asparagus and forest mushrooms, tarragon jus),
Rosemary Scented Chicken Marsala (with roasted
garlic whipped potato, julienne squashes, and wild
mushrooms), and Crispy Skin Texas Redfish (with
parsnip puree, seasonal vegetables and local tomatoes,
lemon cognac sauce).  Highlight of the evening dinner
will be dessert – old-fashioned chocolate cake.  Drinks
– coffee, tea or water.

The Alamo
Originally named Mission San Antonio de Valero,

the Alamo served as home to missionaries and their
Indian converts fro nearly seventy years.  Construction
began on the present site in 1724.  In 1793, Spanish
officials secularized San Antonio’s five missions and
distributed their lands to the remaining Indian residents.
These men and women continued to farm the fields –
once the mission’s but now their own – and participated
in the growing community of San Antonio.

In the early 1800s, the Spanish military stationed
a cavalry unit at the former mission.  The soldiers
referred to the old mission as the Alamo (Spanish for
“cottonwood”) in honor of their hometown Alamo de
Parras, Coahuila.  The post’s commander established
the first recorded hospital in Texas in the Long Barrack.
The Alamo was home to other Revolutionaries and
Royalists during Mexico’s ten-year struggle for
independence.  The military – Spanish, Rebel, and then
Mexican – continued to occupy the Alamo until the
Texas Revolution.

San Antonio and the Alamo played a critical role
in the Texas Revolution.  In December 1835, Ben
Milam led Texian and Tejano volunteers against
Mexican troops quartered in the city.  After five days
of house-to-house fighting, they forced General Marin
Perfecto de Cos and his soldiers to surrender.  The
victorious volunteers then occupied the Alamo –
already fortified prior to the battle by Cos’ men – and
strengthened its defenses.  On February 23, 1836, the
arrival of General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna’s army
outside San Antonio nearly caught them by surprise.
Undaunted, the Texians and Tejanos prepared to
defend the Alamo together.  The defenders held out
for 13 days against San Anna’s army.  William B.
Travis, the commander of the Alamo, sent couriers
carrying pleas for help to communities in Texas.  On
the eighth day of the siege, a band of 32 volunteers
from Gonzales arrived, bringing the number of
defenders to nearly two hundred.  Legend holds that
with the possibility of additional help fading, Colonel
Travis drew a line on the ground and asked any man
willing to stay and fight to step over—all except one
did.  As the defenders say it, the Alamo was the key
to the defense of Texas, and they were ready to give
their lives rather than surrender their position to General

(Continued on Page 3)
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF
THE CHIEFS

15 AUGUST 2011
Editor, JOCS Walter R. Wagener, USN Ret.

90 East Mountain Creek Court
Grand Prairie, TX 75052-5986
214-709-7369 • 214-709-8431

wjwagener@att.net

THE CHIEFS
THE CHIEFS was established in 1989 as a quar-

terly publication for the National Chief Petty Officers’
Association (NCPOA). This organization is a nonprofit
corporation under and pursuant to the laws of Califor-
nia, and may be identified by the initials NCPOA. Origi-
nal by laws were adopted at the first national conven-
tion held in San Diego, California, 6 October 1989.

Administrative headquarters is at the home of the
current President. As of 1 November 2009, we have en-
listed 3,217  members. There are now six subsidiary
groups (Chiefs’ Quarters) located in Texas, California,
Illinois, Virginia, North Carolina and Osage Heritage (Ar-
kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and Kansas). The objec-
tives of this organization shall be to:
1. Honor and publicize as a group (or in some cases
individual) those who have served or are serving as Chief
Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard or the
Reserve Components of those services and who per-
formed such services in an honorable manner.
2. Maintain true allegiance to the government of the
United States and to promote patriotism and pride in
their service in the Navy or Coast Guard and to encour-
age accelerated advancement in those services through
study and accomplishment.
3. Conduct conventions with such members of the
NCPOA to foster camaraderie.
THE CHIEFS is published at least four times each year.

SPECIAL NOTICE
TO ALL MEMBERS

Reminder: If you are not a LIFE MEMBER, annual dues
of $15.00 are due and payable on 1 January of each year.
(New members who join and pay their dues in October,
November or December automatically have their dues
paid not only for that last quarter of the current year, but
the entire following year.) Make checks payable to
NCPOA and send to:

AKCM Marjorie L. Hays
1014 Ronald Drive

Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548
Life Membership Dues for NCPOA

Age Dues Age Dues
25-29 $330.00 55-59 $165.00
30-34 302.50 60-64 137.50
35-39 275.00 65-69 110.00
40-44 247.50 70-74 82.50
45-49 220.00 75 & up 60.00
50-54 192.50
New Members Add $5.00 Application Fee to Above Rates
IF YOU ARE MOVING, if your address label is incorrect,
please send changes to:

M & B Computer Services
104 Windcliffe Dr., Ballwin, MO 63021

E-mail: BILLJAHN@charter.net
CHIEFS’ QUARTERS  are the subsidiary groups of the
NCPOA. To form a Chiefs’ Quarters, it is necessary to
have at least ten (10) CPOs, former, retired, reserve, and/
or active, currently in good standing  with the National
Chief Petty Officers’ Association. Each Chiefs’ Quarters
sets their own local dues not to exceed the national dues
of $15.00 per year. At least four officers—President, Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer—must be elected. Any
member of the NCPOA may start a Chiefs’ Quarters by
forwarding the names of the officers, and a request for a
charter to the National Chiefs’ Quarters Chairman, AZC
Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret), 6 St. Thomas Court,
Stafford, VA 22556 ,703.232.7328 - Jerry’s Cell,
703.283.6960, Sandy’s Cell, jerrylsweeney@gmail.com.
These Chiefs’ Quarters must agree to have at least one
meeting per year and may include an entire state.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS are usually spouses of mem-
bers, or may be recommended by a friend based on the
Associate’s interest in the NCPOA. These members do
pay dues but hold no offices. They may assist at the
Annual Conventions with host/hostess duties.
NATIONAL ANNUAL CONVENTIONS are held in Oc-
tober of each year. Bids are presented at the annual con-
vention at least three years in advance for planning pur-
poses and person presenting the bid is expected to be
the General Chairman for the convention. National Board
determines costs of convention, etc.

2011 - San Antonio, Texas
2012 - San Diego, California
2013 - Nashville, Tennessee

THE BART LONGO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Sponsored by: The National Chief Petty Officers’ Association

Requirements:
1. The scholarship consists of two $1,000.00 awards annually. One award will go to a high school graduate and

one to an upper classman or graduate student.
2. The applicants must be family members of NCPOA members in good standing (living or deceased); or current

members of the NCPOA.
3. The applicants are required to send one completed application form (Appendix A) with a copy of their official

high school/college transcript and a first quarter college curriculum. (Must be taking a full load for credit.) If
not available, tell in your own words your plan of study.

4. All applications must be postmarked no later than May 15 for the year of entry. The NCPOA Selection Commit-
tee will announce its selections on July 1 of that year. Recipients will be notified by telephone and in writing.
Application forms may be photocopied locally. Selection is based on high school transcripts and not on financial
need. NOTE: Seek assistance from your high school guidance counselor to complete high school transcript
request (Appendix B) and application.

Mail applications to:     MSCM Boye B. Sweet
7038 Via Valverde

San Jose, CA 95135-1339
Instructions for Completion and Submission of Application Form:
1. The entries on the application form must be completely accurate and legible. (Typewritten or printed in black ink.)
2. Read all instructions to insure accuracy of all answers.
3. As used in this application, the term “sponsor” refers to the parent, step-parent, grandparent or legal guardian, living or deceased,

through whose membership in the NCPOA applicants eligibility for this program is claimed.
4. Ensure that the information you enter about your sponsor fully describes accurately his/her latest status.
5. Review the form for completeness and all answers for accuracy.
6. Fill in all blocks. If “none” or “not applicable,” so state.
7. Sign the application form and ensure that it is also signed by your sponsor.
8. Your sponsor is encouraged to supply supplemental information on your background as is deemed necessary.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ALL COMPLETED APPLICATIONS AND TRANSCRIPTS IS MAY 15.

PART I - APPLICANT INFORMATION     APPENDIX A

1. Applicant Name:

2. Permanent Address:

3. Email Address: 4. SSN:

5. Home Phone Number:        6. Cell Number: 7. School Phone Number:

PART II - SPONSOR INFORMATION

1. Full Name of Sponsor: NCPOA Member Number:

2. Address of Sponsor:

3. Last Rank, Rate, or Grade Held by Sponsor:

4. Service No. or SSN: 5. Enlisted Rating:

6. Name and Address of Current Duty Station or Reserve Unit of Sponsor:

7. Date of Discharge/Retirement:

8: Relationship of Sponsor to Applicant:

9. Signature of Sponsor:

PART III - EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (Both School and Community)

HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT REQUEST    APPENDIX B
Privacy Act Statement

Authority to request this information is derived from United States Code 301. Purpose of the request is to obtain
information about academic performance of the applicant and it will be used by the scholarship sponsoring organization
to evaluate applicant’s academic achievement. Applicant must authorize release of transcript data.
The below named high school/college has my permission to release my official transcript to the scholarship sponsor
given below.

Student Signature:_____________________________
INSTRUCTIONS
High school officials are requested to complete this form, attach a copy of the student’s official transcript, including
grades achieved, and forward to the person name below. Transcripts must be received by the scholarship committee on
or before May 15.    Mail to:  MSCM Boye B. Sweet, 7038 Via Valverde, San Jose, CA 95135-1339

Provide the following information even if given on transcript:

Student’s Name (Last, First, Middle)

Student’s Address

Name and Address of High School

Student’s Dates of Attendance

Cumulative High School GPA

SAT/VERBAL SAT/MATH

ACT Composite

High School/College Class Size High School/College Rank

Remarks by Couselors or Teachers that may be beneficial to the Scholarship Sponsor

Name of School Official Title

Signature of School Official Date

OFFICIAL COPY OF TRANSCRIPT MUST BE ATTACHED!
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National Chief Petty Officers’ Association
October 12-16, 2011

Hotel Reservation Form
Double Tree Hotel

Durango Blvd. •  San Antonio, Texas
Phone: (210) 224-7155

Guestroom Rates: King Size Bed - $99; Two Double Beds -
$109.00 plus the applicable state and local occupancy taxes. These
rates are good beginning October 12th. Check in time 3:00 P.M.

and check out is 12 noon. Free Guest Parking and Free Breakfast
for NCPOA Guests.

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

City_______________________________  State ________ Zip ____________

Daytime Phone_________________  Alternate Phone ____________________

Arrival Date ____________________ Departure Date ____________________

Roommate: _______________________________________________________

Credit Card #___________________________________Exp. Date_________

________________________________________________________________
Cardholder Signature Authorizing Hotel’s Use of Credit Card

Cut-Off Date:  All reservations are due no later than Wednesday, September
12, 2011. If not received by that time, you may be charged a higher rate than
has been negotiated.  Please identify yourself with the organization (NCPOA)
if calling the hotel direct at (210) 224-7155 to make a reservation to receive
special group rate.

Cancellations:  All reservations must be guaranteed and accompanied by a
first night room deposit or guaranteed with a major credit card.  Guests are
responsible for paying for their own accommodations.  Deposits (taken either
in cash or by credit card) are refunded or credited only if notice is received
48 hours prior to arrival date and cancellation number must be obtained by
guests.

To confirm accommodations, please return form to the Hotel
For More Information About the Hotel, go to:

www.doubletree.hilton.com/SanAntonio
We look forward to seeing you in October!

2011 Convention Registration Form
San Antonio, Texas • October 12-16, 2011

Please Return This Form Not Later than SEPTEMBER 12 to
Assure Your Seat on the Tours and at the Convention.

Name on Badge______________________________ Rate _______________

Name______________________________________ Rate _______________

________________________________________________________________

Spouse/Guest _____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________  State ________ Zip ____________

Daytime Phone_________________  Email ____________________________

Select Your Convention Events
Event                     No. of people/Cost             Amount

Registration Fee

     (Each person must be registered) ................... #_________ @ $20.00 = $ __________

Wed. - President’s Reception - Deli Snacks

    (See Menu Above) ........................................... #_________ @  $30.00 = $ _________

Thurs. - 1/2 Day Package Tour (See

     Itinerary in Text Above) ................................... #_________ @  $45.00 = $ _________

Fri. - Full Day Package Tour (See

     Itinerary in Text Above) ................................... #_________ @  $65.00 = $ _________

Sat. - NCPOA Banquet Dinner

     (See Menu in Text Above) .............................. #_________ @  $42.00 = $__________

............................................................................ Total enclosed    $ _______________

Please complete this form and send with your check payable to
“NCPOA” to:

AKCM Marjorie L. Hays, USN (Ret)
Treasurer NCPOA
1014 Ronald Drive

Corpus Christi, TX 78412-3548

Santa Anna.  Among the Alamo’s garrison were
Jim Bowie, renowned knife fighter, and David
Crockett, famed frontiersman and former
congressman from Tennessee.

The final assault came before daybreak on the
morning of March 6, 1836, as columns of Mexican
soldiers emerged from the predawn darkness and
headed for the Alamo’s walls.  Cannon and small
arms fire from inside the Alamo beat back several
attacks.   Regrouping, the Mexicans scaled the
walls and rushed into the compound.  Once inside,
the turned captured cannon on the Long Barrack
and church, blasting open the barricaded doors.  The
desperate struggle continued until the defenders
were overwhelmed.  By sunrise the battle had
ended and Sana Anna entered the Alamo
compound to survey the scene of his victory.

While the facts surrounding the siege of the
Alamo continued to be debated, there is no doubt
about what the battle has come to symbolize.
People worldwide continued to remember the
Alamo as a heroic struggle against overwhelming
odds – a place where men made the ultimate
sacrifice for freedom.  For this reason the Alamo
remains hallowed ground and the Shrine of Texas
liberty.

The Alamo Today
The Alamo grounds and its buildings present a

serene setting where visitors can contemplate
nearly300 years of history – The Shrine is dedicated
to the memory of the men who fell in defense of
the Alamo; the Long Barrack Museum was build
using the remains of the original “Long Barrack”
and opened in 1968 and houses exhibits about the
Alamo’s historic past as well as the Clara Driscoll
Theater; the DRT Library was dedicated in 1950
and contains books and documents on Texas
History; Sales Museum was constructed in 1936

and contains both the gift shop and exhibits of Texas
History; Alamo Hall was a San Antonio city fire station,
the structure now serves as a meeting hall; Cavalry
Courtyard is an area  once used as a stock pen during
the siege; A waterway marks the remains of the
irrigation system now called the Acequia once served
the Spanish communities along the San Antonio River;
Stone Walls and Arcade comprised of walls and
arches surround the Alamo were erected originally and
improved on since 1920; The Comfort Area has
restroom, vending machines, and benches – located at
the rear of the Alamo grounds; Convento Courtyard
has a well that dates back to the mission period, and
the Wall of History, dedicated in 1997, tells the history
of the Alamo from mission to modern times.

The Daughters of the Republic of Texas (DRT)
have been entrusted by the Texas State Legislature
since 1905, with the care and maintenance of The
Alamo.  According to Texas Law, the DRT must
preserve the historic site “as a sacred memorial to the
heroes who immolated themselves upon that hallowed
ground.”  With no monetary help from local, state, or
federal government, the DRT depends solely on money
from donations and proceeds from the gift shop to
preserve the complex and maintain exhibits.)

For more information or to contribute the historic
site’s expansion and maintenance write The Alamo,
Post Office 2599 San Antonio, TX 78299 – phone:
210.225.1391, fax: 210.229.1343, Web: www.The
Alamo.org.

Fredericksburg, Texas
Admiral Nimitz State Historic Site
Located in Fredericksburg, Texas, the boyhood

home of Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz can be found
near the “National Museum of the Pacific War.”
Admiral Nimitz served as the Commander-in-Chief,
U.S. Pacific Fleet during World War II and the
“National Museum of the Pacific War” is the only site

in the U.S. dedicated to telling the story of the Asiatic
Pacific Theater of Operations in World War II.

Established in 1964, as the Fleet Admiral Chester W.
Nimitz Naval Museum, Inc., the Admiral Nimitz
Foundation supported a museum honoring
Fredericksburg’s native son.  In respect of Admiral
Nimitz’s request that the museum honor all those who
had served in the Pacific, during the ensuring years the
“Foundation” supported and guided its transformation into
today’s “National Museum of the Pacific War.”  Now a
well-established and respected institution, the Museum
welcomes some 100,000 visitors each year, including 10
to 15,000 middle and high school students from throughout
the state.

The six-acre site includes the Admiral Nimitz
Museum, housed in the old Nimitz Hotel that tells the
story of the fleet admiral beginning with his life as a young
boy through his naval career as well as the evolution of
the old hotel of Fredericksburg.

In December 2009, the museum hosted the grand
re-opening of the newly expanded George H. W. Bush
Gallery where the second floor houses the Nimitz
Education and Research Center.  The “Pacific Combat
Zone” which has a TBM “Avenger” and a PT Boat,
among other large artifacts and is the only part of the
museum offering a guided tour.

The “Veterans’ Walk of Honor” and “Memorial Wall”
is found within the Memorial Courtyard and the “Plaza
of Presidents” with a memorial honoring each of the ten
presidents who served in World War II, either politically
or militarily.  The “Japanese Garden of Peace” was a
gift from the military leaders of Japan to the people of
the U.S. in honor of Admiral Nimitz.  The Admiral Togo
study replica seen upon entering the garden was built in
Japan and shipped to the U.S. to be assembled.

The museum is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. everyday
except Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day.
For more information go to www.PacificWarMuseum.org,
or call 830.997.8600, extension 250.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Webmaster Greg Peterman,

MMCM(SS) USN Ret
ncpoa@goatlocker.org

WEBSITE

Notice to Members
Any NCPOA member who wishes to receive
The Chiefs via First Class Mail as opposed
to Bulk Rate needs only to notify the Treasurer,
AKCM Marjorie L. Hays, 1014 Ronald Drive,
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548 and enclose
$5.00 to cover the extra postage and handling
for one year. Those of you who have summer
homes or travel frequently will find this method
of receiving the NCPOA’s newsletter especially
convenient.  Thanks!

Advertising Information for
THE CHIEFS

The Chiefs’ is an “unofficial” publication of the NCPOA
(National Chief Petty Officers Association) produced as an
information source for its membership.  It is published four
times a year – Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall.  Advertising
is accepted, with rates being:

• Full Page - $1200 (two issue minimum)
• Half Page - $600 (two issue minimum)
• Quarter Page - $300 (two issue minimum)
• Business Card - $50 (two issue minimum)
Advertising acceptance is determined by the NCPOA

editorial staff and The Chiefs’ publisher and based on the
universal standards of news and information publications.
All proceeds collected from advertising will be used in The
Chiefs’ publication and mailing expenses.

Please forward all requests for advertising to The Chiefs
Publisher, Laser Graphics, 125 Loch Lomond, San Angelo,
TX 76901 or email carlajones@suddenlink.net.

Advertising should be “camera ready,” or Laser
Graphics can design your ad for a small fee. Advertising
copy will be returned after use if the agency or person so
requests.  It will be necessary for that agency or person to
include a self-addressed and stamped return envelope or if
another preferred source of conveyance (Fed Express, UPS,
etc.) is desired, to include the appropriate funds to
accomplish the return of the material.

Editorial and informational material is accepted and will
be published at the discretion of The Chiefs’ editorial staff.
All material is subject to the publications editing routine.

SUBMITTING BIOGRAPHIES
Attention to anyone submitting

biographies for publication in THE
CHIEFS. Don’t forget to include

pictures…you as a chief and maybe
a portrait type with the spouse.

MESSAGE FROM
THE NCPOA PRESIDENT

Hello, Fellow Chiefs and Chiefs’ Mates:
1st VERY IMPORTANT
ISSUE - Be sure and make
your plans to attend the
2011 Annual Convention in
San Antonio, Texas;
October 12-16.  Senior
Chief Richard Oubre is the
convention chairman and
the members of the Peter
Tomich Texas Chiefs’
Quarters are assisting in

the preparation and execution of the convention.  In
reviewing the information about the convention, I can
tell you that Senior Chief Oubre and his committee
have put together a very impressive array of activities
and tours for the convention that one will not soon
forget.  Please get your reservations into the hotel
and to the chairman so all can make final plans.  I can
assure you will not be disappointed. Additional
information and the reservation forms can be found
within this issue of THE CHIEFS.

2nd VERY IMPORTANT ISSUE - The two-year
terms of President and Vice-President expire in
October 2011 so elections for those two offices will
be held in San Antonio.  Additionally, we will be
electing two members to a four-year term for the
Board of Directors. Chief Emory and Master Chief
Alford terms expire in October.

Article III, Section 1.A.4., Bylaws, NCPOA,
states “Any member in good standing may run for
any elective office. Such member should notify the
Secretary ninety (90) days prior to the business
meeting, identifying the office they are seeking and
providing a short Resume’ of their background
qualifications. These will be turned over to the
Nominating Committee identified in Article IV,
Section 2(A) for review and inclusion in election
procedures as appropriate. When possible, this
information should be included in the Newsletter
published before the Annual Business Meeting.”

If you are interested, or know of someone
interested, in any of these six offices, please notify
the Secretary, Chief Niva at yoemenf@aol.com or
call 818.845.3255 and the Chairman of the Nominating
Committee, Chief Dewey Holt at
deweylholt@bellsouth.net or phone 336.765.1095.  The
office of Secretary and Treasurer will expire in October
2012.

The 2012 Annual Convention will be held at the

~NOTICE~
To All Members and Spouses
The NCPOA supports and comforts those

who are experiencing an illness, or grieving
the loss of a spouse. Please inform the

CHAPLAIN of the NCPOA:
ATCS Richard A. Oubre, USN (Ret)

5730 Misty Gin
San Antonio, TX 78247-4093

210.637.6304 • roubre@satx.rr.com

Boulder Station Hotel /Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada
from October 17-20.  Master Chief McCauley is the
convention chairman.  It is not too early to put this on
your schedule for planning purposes ~ that way the
convention will not be overrun with other possible
activities.  Those of you who attended the convention
in San Diego in 2009 will attest to the fact that Master
Chief McCauley hosted a fantastic convention, and I
am sure the Las Vegas convention will surpass San
Diego’s.

The 2013 Annual Convention will be held in
Nashville, Tennessee – Convention Chairman TBA.
This convention will be in the central part of the United
States, so it will be readily accessible to those members
on the East and West Coasts.

The Editor of THE CHIEFS is always looking for
bios of our members.  If you would like to share your
civilian and military experiences with others, this is
the place to do so.  Just contact the Editor.

As you know, we sponsor “The Bart Longo
Memorial Scholarship Program” and usually give out
two $1,000 scholarships to deserving students each
year.  The fund can always use donations (the sole
source of income), so please consider making a tax-
deductible donation to the program.  Presently, we only
have enough money in the scholarship fund, to fund
scholarships for two more years – so it is imperative
we “restock the pot.”

And finally, this will be my last “MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT.”  It has been my
pleasure to serve you as your president for the past
four years, it is now time to step aside and pursue
other activities and let someone else “assume the
helm.”  If needed, I will stand-by to assist the new
president and officers on any matter.

Hope to see many of you in San Antone (Texas
spelling) in October.

AZC Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret)

SEND ADDRESS CHANGE TO:
M & B Computer Services

104 Windcliffe Dr.
Ballwin, MO 63021

email: billjahn@charter.net
Name ___________________________ Rate__________

Member No. ___________Spouse __________________

Previous Address ________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

New Address ___________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

ARE YOUMOVING?

NATIONAL DUES ARE
DUE AND PAYABLE:

1 JANUARY 2011
Please send RENEWAL fees ($15.00) to:

National Treasurer
AKCM Marjorie L. Hays

1014 Ronald Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548
All NEW members’ applications, dues

($15.00), and one-time application fee ($5.00)
are sent to:

National Membership Coordinator
AZC Jerry L. Sweeney

6 St. Thomas Court
Stafford, VA 22556

703-232-7328

NCPOA
Scholarship Fund

If you would like to make a donation to the
Bart Longo Memorial Scholarship Fund,
you are invited to use this form for your

convenience. Photocopies are authorized.
The NCPOA thanks you for your generosity.

Name of Donor: ____________________________

Address: __________________________________

_________________________________________

Amount:___________________________________

  In Honor Of  or    In Memory Of

                         (please check one):

_________________________________________

Please Acknowledge Donation to:

Name: ____________________________________

Address: __________________________________

_________________________________________

Please send completed form and donation to:

NCPOA Treasurer
AKCM Marjorie Hays

1014 Ronald Drive
Corpus Christi, TX 78412-3548
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The Navy has an impressive list of heroes – John
Paul Jones, Oliver Hazard Perry, and David Glasgow
Farragut – officers who won their claim to fame by
scoring decisive naval victories.  But only one of that
long list held the unique rank of Admiral of the Navy.
This rank, created by congressional action in 1899,
was awarded to George Dewey – the only Admiral of
the Navy.

Under Dewey’s leadership, Americans won the
battle of Manila Bay without a single loss of life.  That
battle helped hasten the end of the brief Spanish-
American War of 1898, but it was also the climax of
George Dewey’s Navy career, one that spanned more
than 60 years.  He served on active duty, beginning as
an acting midshipman at Annapolis in 1854, until his
death in 1917.

In his boyhood, imagined battles occupied his mind
while acting out the exploits of his hero, Hannibal, on
the fields near his home in Montpelier, Vermont.

George Dewey was born December 26, 1837, the
third of four children of Julius Yemens Dewey and
Mary Perrin Dewey.  His father was the local doctor
and later founded the National Life Insurance
Company – his mother died when he was only five
years old.

Dewey was a typical 19th-century boy
remembered for his pranks.  He staged one-man
amateur shows in his father’s barn but these had to
be cancelled because he used live ammunition in his
acts.  He held the record among neighboring boys for
holding his breath the longest underwater.  That ability
was tested when he tried to cross nearby Onion River
with his father’s horse and buggy – the current was
too swift and the buggy capsized.  Dewey and a friend
barely made it to shore along with the horse.

His father, with whom he had a very close
relationship, wasn’t too amused with the incident.
When his father came into his room to rebuke him for
his foolishness, George retorted through chattering
teeth that he was lucky he was alive.

Schoolteachers passed through Montpelier’s
system quicker than did the students.  George did more
than his fair share of helping them along.  But one
schoolmaster, Z.K. Pangborn, refused to bow to
pressure.  Taunted into a snowball fight with Dewey
and his cohorts, Pangborn lost the first battle when
the boys ganged up on him and rubbed his face in the
snow.  The next day, Pangborn called Dewey up to
the front of the room and demanded an apology.
George’s laughter at such a suggestion stopped
abruptly with the crack of a rawhide strap across his
shoulders.  Other classmates jumped into the fracas
to defend George, but they retreated quickly when
Pangborn flattened the first defender with a hickory
board.

George ceased to be a disciplinary problem
thereafter, “I thanked Mr. Pangborn for making a man
of me,” he said, “Had it not been for him, I would be
in the state prison.”

It was this incident and others like it that prompted
Dr. Dewey to send his youngest son to a military
school, Norwich University.  Norwich was the starting
place for Dewey’s association with the military.  Later,
he had ambitions to attend West Point but when no
appointments were available from his home state, he
decided on the Naval Academy at Annapolis,
Maryland.

Disappointment set in when the initial appointment
was given to another Vermont boy – George Spaulding
– and Dewey accepted the alternate spot.  Dewey
was, however, to enroll at Annapolis – Spaulding’s
mother decided her son was better suited for the
ministry.

In the fall of 1854, the Academy was a tiny facility
with few instructors and even less reputation.
Secretary of the Navy George Bancroft founded the
Naval Academy less than a decade before, but the
idea of a school to train naval officers hadn’t been
accepted by the vast majority of sailors who learned
their trade at sea rather than at school.

A midshipman’s life was far from glorious with
difficult academic courses, strict discipline and virtually
no social life.  Hazing was common.  Studying wasn’t

Dewey’s forte – by the end of his first year his marks
weren’t any cause for celebration.  He remembered
his father’s words, ‘George, I’ve done all I can for
you.  The rest you must do for yourself.”  Buckling
down in the three succeeding years, Dewey graduated
fifth in a class of 15 – all that remained of the original
60.

Upon graduating, Dewey’s sea career began with
a Mediterranean cruise aboard the steam frigate,
Wabash.  With the outbreak of the Civil War on April
12, 1861, Dewey was a 23-year-old lieutenant serving
as executive officer under David Glasgow Farragut
aboard the USS Mississippi, a paddle-wheeled, steam
powered frigate.

His first taste of battle came with the blockade of
New Orleans.  Dewey valued his association with
Farragut.  Thirty-seven years later, just before the
battle of Manila Bay, he asked the rhetorical question
– “What would Farragut do?”

Dewey saw action aboard six different ships in
four major campaigns.  Following the war, he was
promoted to lieutenant commander.

In the years immediately following the Civil War,
Dewey’s duty assignments were routine, except for
one at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, where while
serving aboard USS Agawam, when he was arrested.

The arrest occurred at the Navy Yard in
Portsmouth.  Agawam was being refitted in dry dock
but she slipped her mooring and started drifting out to
sea.  Dewey ordered a civilian dockworker to lend a
hand.  The worker told him he didn’t take orders from
any officer.  At that, Dewey lost his temper, punched
the man and wound up in civil court charged with
assault.  He was released after paying a fine and court
costs.

During this same period he met his wife-to-be.  A
local girl, Susie Boardman Goodwin, the daughter of
Icabod “Fighting” Goodwin, was forced to choose
between Dewey and Commander A. C. Rhind,
commanding officer of Agawam.  Susie chose George
and they were married October 27, 1867.  With his
wife, Dewey left on his next assignment as an
instructor at Annapolis.

Their marriage lasted only five years.  Susie died
soon after delivering Dewey’s only child, George
Goodwin Dewey.  Grief stricken, Dewey departed for
sea duty leaving his son in the care of his wife’s parents.

Most men attain their greatest achievements
between the years of 30 and 60, but for Dewey, these
years were a constant source of frustration.  Not only
did the U.S. Navy lag in promotions, between the years
of 1865-1898, the Navy also had a surplus of officers.

Dewey held an edge over many of his fellow
officers because he’d already been promoted to
commander.  Still, the peacetime Navy limited his
chances for further promotions. For his part, Dewey
did little to aid his promotional chances – he never
wrote articles for publication as others did and he never
attended the Naval War College.

He took command of USS Juniata, an older
steamship, for a tour of the Orient.  That cruise was
cut short when illness forced Dewey’s hospitalization
in British Malta.  For over a year, he was ill – first
with a liver abscess, then typhoid and spent the next
two years recovering.  On his return to the U.S. he
was promoted to captain.

His next sea command was USS Dolphin, one of
four modern steel warships in the Navy.  But Dolphin
was poorly built and declared unseaworthy so Dewey
assumed command of the USS Pensacola instead.

Pensacola set off for Europe on a restful but
uneventful cruise.  Dewey took great pains to exercise
proper naval protocol everywhere the ship went and
spent most of his time reading and studying.  That
studying paid off when he was selected as Chief of
the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting.  After this
stint, he served as president of the Lighthouse Board
and two years later, took an appointment as president
of the Board of Inspection and Survey.

By then, trouble was brewing between the U.S.
and Spain – the destruction of the Maine in Havana’s
harbor brought cries of war.  Theodore Roosevelt,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy and Dewey’s close

friend, advised President William McKinley that war
with Spain was inevitable.  Roosevelt was instrumental
in securing Dewey’s appointment as Asiatic Squadron
commander.

Dewey was promoted to commodore and left for
Nagasaki, Japan, to board his flagship, USS Olympia.
Under his direction, the squadron took on supplies at
Nagasaki and set out for Hong Kong.  Dewey saw to
it that his ships were well supplied with coal, munitions
and all necessary supplies, and wired back to the U.S.
for additional fleet support.  His total preparations
beforehand were the deciding factor in what followed.

Knowing that war would be declared soon, the
commodore spent time drilling his ships’ crews in
gunnery and firefighting.  He’d studied all available
maps and books on the Philippines in order to become
as familiar with the territory as possible.

War was declared April 25, 1898.  Moving his
squadron to the Chinese port of Mirs Bay, he awaited
reports on the Spanish forces’ position.  Subic Bay
was thought to be the location of the Spanish fleet but
fortifications there were not complete – the Spaniards
had moved their ships to Manila Bay.

After a-high-speed-run from China, it was nearly
midnight when Dewey’s squadron arrived just outside
Manila Bay on the last day of April.  Since the
Spaniards didn’t think the Americans would enter
Manila Bay after dark, no orders were left to defend
its entrance.  The harbor was supposed to be mined
but Dewey gave orders to proceed.  The ships passed
through without trouble.  Shortly after-ward, Spanish
shore batteries opened fire but the shots passed well
over the American ships.

The American ships steamed into Manila Bay just
before dawn.  Spanish ships opened fire first but the
Americans didn’t return that fire.  Instead, the
American ships kept advancing closer and closer until
they were within 3,000 to 5,000 yards of the opposing
forces.  At 5:41 a.m., Dewey uttered his famous words
to Captain Charles V. Gridley in Olympia’s conning
tower, “You may fire when you are ready, Gridley.”

Two hours of solid shelling resulted in heavy losses
for the Spaniards but, because the enemy’s aim was
so poor, American ships were left virtually untouched.
Suddenly, the Americans withdrew.  Under the guise
of “breakfast for the crew,” Dewey called a halt to
the bombardment, but the real reason was a suspected
shortage of ammunition.

After a count revealed no shortage, and after the
crew had breakfast, the American ships steamed back
for the final assault.  It didn’t take long before most of
the Spanish fleet lay in ruins, sinking or ablaze.  Shortly
after noon, the white flag of surrendered was raised
and the battle was over.

A casualty count was taken – Americans, non-
killed and eight wounded; Spaniards, 167 killed and
214 wounded.  Some American ships were damaged

The Only Admiral of the Navy

(Continued on Page 6)
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“I would like to share [a photo of] one of the
two plaques at The Navy Memorial that I
dedicated to the CPO community. During the
17 years that I was the Director of the Navy
Log, I was able to convince Admiral Jim Miller
to let me do “The Chief” statue which Leo
Irrera sculpted for us back in 1995. Paul Haley
(202-380-0760) is the Director at The Navy
Memorial that runs the Memorial Plaque
Program. He is currently improving the display
wall with a completely new patriotic look and
it is scheduled to be dedicated soon.”

Best regards,
Dave Michael , Member #2045L

but the entire Spanish fleet was destroyed or captured.
Historians credit Dewey with the victory at Manila

Bay but the outcome of the battle could easily have
been different had the Spaniards used the manila Bay
shore-batteries and had they first improved their
marksmanship.  Dewey’s victory, however, was made
possible for several reasons – the greatest was the
element of surprise with his entry into the bay after
dark.  His constant drilling in gunnery practice enabled
his crews to be more effective than the Spaniards
although some of the American ammunition was
defective.  And, had Dewey not secured the necessary
battle provisions in China, the outcome of the battle
could well have been different.

Dewey credited his previous training under
Farragut during the Civil War, who said, “The best
protection against the enemy’s fire is a well-directed
fire from our own guns.”  The Americans’
marksmanship wasn’t fantastic but of the shots fired,
141 were direct hits.

Meanwhile, news of the victory on the home front
was late in coming because Dewey had ordered the
underwater telegraph cut when the Spaniards refused
him permission to use it.  When the news finally came,
the victory prompted near hysterical hero worship
celebrations.  “Dewey fever” swept the nation.
Congress passed an act on May 16, creating another
opening for a rear admiral and that honor was given
to George Dewey.

The battle of Manila bay ended May 1, 1898, but
Dewey didn’t leave his post in the harbor for another
year.  The city of Manila was still under Spanish control
so until American ground troops captured it, Dewey
continued the blockade of the harbor.  The Germans
there posed a constant threat of interference, running
the blockade and slighting Dewey in social circles.
Tempers flared after several incidents with the
Germans until Dewey declared that the Germans were
very near to war right then.

The admiral’s return to the U.S. produced a flurry
of celebrations with cities across the nation vying for
his attention.  Gifts of gratitude poured in from all over.
Among those gifts was an 18-inch gold loving cup
made by Tiffany’s that took months to create.  A
$10,000 jeweled sword, so heavy it could be worn only
during brief ceremonies, was another notable gift.
Dimes collected from over 70,000  schoolchildren were
melted down to make another loving cup almost six
feet high.

He married Mildred M. Hazen on November 9,

(DEWEY - Continued from Page 5)
1899, and was given a house on Rhode Island Avenue,
Washington, D.C., by the American people.

Dewey jeopardized his future in the political area
by saying that war with Germany would be next for
the U.S.  That front-page headline stemmed from
Dewey’s confrontation with the Germans at Manila
Bay.

His days in political circles were numbered and
his entry into the political ring was summed up as a
series of political misadventures and a comedy of
errors.  His short-lived venture into an area he was
totally unprepared for ended with his withdrawal as a
possible Democratic Party candidate.  Soon, all was
forgiven and Dewey returned to his familiar and
comfortable role of being “Mr. Navy.”

Congress passed an amendment to the naval
appropriations bill making George Dewey Admiral of
the Navy in February 1899.  But that first bill
forwarded to the Senate after the president signed it
said Dewey would be an Admiral in the Navy instead
of the Navy.  In 1903, President Roosevelt sent a
corrected bill that was passed by Congress naming
Dewey an Admiral of the Navy but postdated it to
1899.  The original bill gave Dewey full status as an
admiral but also let him remain on active duty as long
as he chose or until his death, drawing full pay of
$14,500 yearly.  The rank would cease to exist with
his death.

Now at the zenith of his career, as senior officer,
he was selected to serve as the first (and only)
president of the newly formed General Board of the
Navy.  The Navy needed to be reorganized with an
Atlantic and a Pacific fleet so those responsibilities
were given to Dewey to handle.  He wasn’t an
innovator as such but he was a good administrator
and many needed changes in the Navy took place under
his direction.

Dewey’s age, 75, was catching up with him and
his health was poor.  Urged by friends and family, he
began work on his autobiography that was published
in September 1913.  The next few years passed as
trouble with both Germany and Japan increased.
Dewey’s prophecy during the Manila Bay campaign
that the U.S. would go to war against Germany next,
began taking on an air of reality, but Dewey didn’t live
to see the drama unfold.  He died January 16, 1917,
some months before America’s entrance into World
War I.

Story by JO2 Barb Tein-Geddes
– All Hands Magazine

It’s been said that veterans are dying at an average
of 1,000 every day.  And the primary veterans who
are being referred to are the veterans of World War
II and more recently — Korea.  These are the men
and women who saved the world…it was that
generation of the ’30s and 40s that went to war,
suffered unimaginable hardships and emerged as
victors.

When they returned from war, each was ready to
get on with their lives…they’d been successful at war,
now they’d be successful at peace and business.  After
facing death at close range, any business venture they
encountered, any misfortune they met, could never
measure up to the experience of war.

Korea was a stalemate.  Although many of the
participants of that Pacific theater war were veterans
of World War II, a great number were new to battle
and when it ended in a stalemate, it was less than
satisfying to those who had fought.

Vietnam was even more of a morale-busting
encounter than Korea.  This one was lost outright.
This devastating defeat can be traced directly to the
nation’s leaders — in particular, one secretary of
defense who shoulders the primary responsibility of
its shame.  However, not one service member in the
field of battle during the Vietnam War should ever
feel his or her part in that war was less than honorable.
It’s the nation that undertakes war without the goal of

battle being victory that is in question.
And now there’s Iraq and alas, Afghanistan.  One

major commitment to war should have surely been
successfully finished before any other war ventures
undertaken.  But only time will complete the pages of
our nation’s history in these wars and whether they
were sheer folly, shades of Korea and Vietnam, or of
benefit to our country and the world’s nations.
Nevertheless, our soldiers, sailors, and Marines service
during these wars shouldn’t be overlooked and their
future benefits for themselves and their families
ignored.

However, these service members of today are not
without responsibility.  Each must come forward and
join the millions who have served and are not serving
in military support organizations throughout the nation
– organizations that strive to assure our country’s
commitment to the service-member and their families
— this commitment being while in active service and
beyond.

We’re losing our veterans and we’re losing our
leaders in military affairs.  Many of those who served
in World War II are bowing out to the sounds of taps
and rifle salutes.  Even more important, these WWII
veterans have served as our veteran organization
leaders — organizations that have battled Congress
to assure funding for defense, veteran affairs,
retirement benefits, and active duty pay raises and

other advantages.   But most of today’s veterans,
Korea-Vietnam-Persian Gulf, we’re losing to apathy.
These veterans aren’t getting involved…why?

The World War II veteran traditions are proud,
but many of their practices in maintaining their veteran
support organizations today are archaic — drinking
and telling war-stories in smoke filled bar rooms is
fine — but, it doesn’t appeal to the vast majority of x-
military members who we need in our programs now.
Today’s veterans, although not all, are from a new
society that frowns on drinking and smoking.  This
younger generation, from the Vietnam veteran to those
recently released from active duty service, have
aspirations and methods of achieving success through
new avenues.  They are creatures of the computer
era.

The answer isn’t in retreat from the traditional
post and chapter activities — however, there is an
urgent demand for these fading leaders to bring new
memberships into the fold.  Post and chapter clubs,
meeting houses, headquarters, or bases need to review
their current memberships and where their organization
is headed…success or extinction.

Somewhere out there are all the answers.  Those
fading soldier-sailor-marine-airmen that saved our
America need to get creative once again — they might
even employ some of those later era vets who are
currently involved.  Our veteran community needs the
Korean, Vietnam, Persian Gulf, and Afghanistan
veterans as well as their families — we need them to
get involved.  These veterans don’t realize that their
lack of commitment is what will spell their loss of any
benefits they currently enjoy and the loss of future
veteran entitlements.

Congressmen and women who have served in
uniform are in the minority of today’s Washington.
Although some have an appreciation for the veteran,
few have experienced our way of life or are overly
concerned about veterans needs – and they know who
votes and who doesn’t cast a ballot.  Legislators are
concerned about defense, but only in as much as it
doesn’t affect their needs (district or state) from the
over-all budget.  They are interested in being re-
elected, not doing what’s right for those who are in
the business of defense.

Veterans — whether you’ve served one hitch or
are a retiree, reservist, Guardsman, or still on active
duty — are needed to step forward and be part of
your own destinies by getting involved — join an
organization of your choice and help it get better and
stronger.  Most important we need to be united as one
voice — united we stand, divided we fall — weren’t
these words said once before?

By Walter R. Wagener

     We’re losing the battle,
               eventually the warWANTED: VETERANS
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Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members
The application provided below is for your convenience to clip out and share with a fellow Chief who is not yet a member.

Do the Chief and the organization a favor and pass this along to him or her!
The opposite side of this application bears a message from the Membership Director

(cut on dotted line)

R
eceived from

:
____________________

$
___________

 for N
C

P
O

A
 M

em
bership

R
eceived by:______________D

ate:
___

(retain until m
em

bership card is received)

NATIONAL CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS’  ASSOCIATION
I certify that I am serving/have served as a Chief Petty Officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard for a period of at least 30 days:

NAME__________________________________________________________RATE/RANK __________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________SPOUSE ____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

DATEOF BIRTH____/____/_____NAVY SERIAL NO./SSN________-_______-________Email: _______________________

Service:          USN          USNR         USCG          Active          Ret.         Veteran

Recruited By: _________________________________________________________________________________________

SHIPS/STATIONS: _____________________________________________________________________________________

MAIL TO: AZC JERRY L. SWEENEY, 6 THOMAS COURT, STAFFORD, VA 22556, jerrylsweeney@gmail.com

Street/Rt.

City State Zip Area Code/Tel. No.

Photocopy
of this Application

is Authorized.

Application fee: $ 5.00
One year’s dues: $15.00
Total: $20.00

Make checks payable to:
NCPOA

REUNIONS

USS ALDEBARAN (AF-10) Association
Reunion, October 17-19 in Nashville, Tennessee.
Contact Ed Pepling at 1-865-465-3134 or e-mail
edward@pepling.com, or Joe E. Bostwick at 1-
512-357-6774 or e-mail txjeb@austin.rr.com.

USS RANGER (CVA/CV-61) – 24th annual reunion
September 14-17, 2011 in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Hosted by Bill Fitzpatrick the invitation is open to
all former crewmembers, squadrons, Marine
Detachment or temporary additional duty
personnel.  Contact Fitzpatrick at phone number
619.449.2475, email menfitz@att.net or George
Meoli at phone number 203.453.4279, email
uss.ranger@yahoo.com.

USS BENJAMIN STODDERT (DDG-22), Sep 28 -
Oct 2, 2011. Crowne Plaza Jacksonville Riverfront
Hotel, Jacksonville, FL. Contact: John Dishaw, 3035
Charlotte St., Newbury Park, CA 91320, E-mail:
jbdishaw@verizon .net . Phone: 805-480-4038.
Website: www.ddg22.com.  
 
USS HANSON (DD/DDR 832), contact is Roger
Austin at  rogerandmaryellen@comcast.net  or 770-
504-0004   Plan to visit Naval Air Station Pensacola,
Air Museum, BB 60.

USS CHARLES P. CECIL (DD/DDR-835)
Association, Inc. September 25-October 1, 2011,
Chicago/Deerfield, Illinois. Contact:  Greg Wells (405)
365-1926 E-Mail: glw513@yahoo.com.

If your organization is having a reunion,
please submit the information to

JOCS Walter R. Wagener, USN (Ret)
Editor, The CHIEFS

90 East Mountain Creek Court
Grand Prairie, TX 75052-5986
214-709-7369 • 214-709-8431

wjwagener@att.net

Member Date of
Number Rate Name Death

2437L      PRCM William Offenhauser Memorial
Held 4/8/11

Spouse   Audrey Offenhauser Passed
4/15/11

TAPSNCPOA

Since Spring 2011 Issue

New Members, Summer 2011
AMSC David R. Robinson, of Saint  Clair,
Michigan (#3264) — Duty assignments include
MCRD San Diego, California; Sigonella, VR-52 and
VP-93 Selfridge, Michigan; VP-68 NAS
Washington, D.C.; Sigonella, Security, Selfridge.
ETC Michael S. Moore, Jr., of Victoria, Texas
(#3266) — Duty assignments include USS Maine
(SSBN-741), Naval Nuclear Power Training
Command, USS Wyoming (SSBN 742 blue).
YNC Robin D. Hamilton, of High Point, North
Carolina — Duty assignments include NUSC
Greensboro, Pentagon, FBI, NSA, and Hill Station,
Key West, Florida.  Recruited by D. L. Hold 0378L.
RMCS Carl E. Hillman, Jr., of Universal City,
Texas (3268L) — Duty assignments include NTC
San Diego, ATTU Alaska, NAS Port Lyautey,
Pentagon CNO, USS Haas (DE-424), NAS
Kwajalein M.I., Instructor RM “A” School,
Bainbridge, Maryland; RM “B” School, Bainbridge;
USS Joseph Struss (DDG 16), USS Arnold J. Isbell
(DD-869).
DTCS Thomas L. Darkus (#3269) — Duty
assignments include NAG Chin Hge, USS Coral Sea
(CVA-43), NB Subic, and NB San Diego.
BMC John Goeden, of West Warwick, Rhode
Island (#3270) — Duty assignments include USS
Roosevelt (DDG-80), Inshore Boat Unit 21,
Maritime Expeditionary Boat Det. 811, Maritime
Expeditionary Security Squadron 8, and MSC
Expeditionary Port Unit 101.
OSCM(SW) William R. “Bill” Brock, of
Winterville, North Carolina (#3271L) — Duty
assignments include USS Cochrane (DDG-21), Pearl
Harbor; USS Fox (DLG-33), San Diego; USS Long
Beach (CGN-9), Long Beach; USS Direct (MSO-
430), USS Assurance (MSO-521), USS Sellers
(DDG-11), NTC Corry Station, USS Sellers (DDG-
11), USS John Hancock (DD-980), USS Forest
Sherman (DD931), COMDESRON 36, FWTC
Charleston.
PNC Thomas R. Griffin, of Springfield, Missouri
(#3272) — Duty assignments include USS Dennis J.
Buckley, Sterret C1631, and the Wichita, Lincoln,
Olathe, and Springfield Reserve Centers.   Recruited
by Robert Harms.
OSC Robert W. Stockton, of Jacksonville,
Florida (#3273) — Duty assignments include DDR-
838, SS-580, AO-60, CVA-38, RVAH-3, CVA-
61, CVA-64, PG-85, RVAH-12, RTC Orlando, and
VC-42.  Recruited by OSCS Justice Bigbie.
SCPO Raymond White, of Carson City, Nevada
(#3274)
MMCM Terry D. Merten, of Tom Ball, Texas
— Duty assignments include NAAS Saufley Field,
USS Forrestal (CVA-59), USS Amphion (AR-13),
USS Sylvania (AFS-2), Forrestal again, NTC Great
Lakes, USS Savannah (AOR-4), US
NAVCHAPGRU-7, and NAVMASSO.

Member’s wife passes…
Albert James Wait, Jr., lost his wife, Maura

O’Doherty, in April.  Born in Ireland, she came to
the U.S. in 1948, at the age of 22 and met Albert
as a member of Saint John’s Catholic Church,
Cambridge, Maine — they were married in July
1950.  The Wait’s had three children – Cathy,
Liam, and Eithne.

Editorial
The Chiefs sincerely need your input!

Your editor has received no informational input
(from members) for this issue except for a few outside
contributions to advertize military reunions.

In the past, I’ve usually had some biographies for
inclusion in the paper — not this issue.  Any input
(written articles or personal biographies) would be
greatly appreciated, especially material about military
adventures, missions, assignments or even
misadventures (humor and serious).  And most
important, don’t forget photographs with the proper
identification of what’s in the picture.

The Chiefs’ is a publication that should be
comprised of written material about CPOs – E-7s, 8s,
and 9s.

Without input from the membership, the editor is
forced to find other sources for information to inform
or entertain the readership.  Unfortunately it’s not
always about chiefs – in particular, chiefs of our
NCPOA organization.

This editor has tried to avoid military political
matters that are usually thoroughly covered in other
military informational sources – FRA, TREA, NAUS,
American Legion, VA as well as Marine Corps, Army,
Air Force, and Coast Guard internal and external
websites, magazines, and mail-outs.

Perhaps our readers would prefer more
information concerning political, legal, and
administrative institutional material.  In order for the
newspaper staff to determine our readers’ desires, then
it would be necessary for those readers who would
voice an opinion, to send via mail, email, phone or even
carrier-pigeon, their wishes as to the direction of the
paper.  However, whatever that direction might be it
will still be necessary to receive material from the
NCPOA community.

Net Chiefs Information
“Net Chiefs” are members of the NCPOA

that have an E-Mail address and have requested
that their E-mail address be included in such a
listing. This listing is now found on the NCPOA
website at http://goatlocker.org/ncpoa under the
NetChiefs roster link. The link has recently been
modified to give each NetChief the option to “opt-
out” to have his/her E-Mail address removed. The
roster started in 1995 with 13 NetChiefs and we
now have over 250 Netchiefs.

Any NCPOA member that desires to be listed
as a NetChief may submit their membership
number, name, rate, city, state, and E-Mail address
to the NetChief Coordinator, MMCM(SS) Greg
Peterman, USN (Ret), ncpoa@goatlocker.org

The NCPOA Webmaster is also Chief
Peterman.

For the 21st Century NCPOA Members of
the NCPOA, the NCPOA Website (http://
www.goatlocker.org/ncpoa has a lot of information
readily available, such as: There are 19 or more
links covering the Home Page (Founded, Objective,
Specific Purpose), Creeds,  Articles, Officers, Taps
List, Newsletters(The CHIEFS Paper), Flag Facts,
Latest information on the Conventions, Membership
applications, Computer Tips, NCPOA By Laws,
the NetChiefs Roster, the Chaplains Corner and
others. It is suggested that “connected Chiefs” visit
the  NCPOA website.  Suggestions are welcome.
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The evil “Toll” bridge
A military transfer was taking the family to Naval

Air Station, Olathe, Kansas via St. Louis, Missouri
and a visit with my parents — the year was 1965.
Our daughters, Terri, 4, and Pandora, 3, rode
comfortably on the blanket covered backseat (there
were no seat belts or child seats at this time) and the
car we travelled in was a dilapidated ’52 4-door Ford.

I held the esteemed rate of Navy Petty Officer
Second Class – esteemed in that I could run a Navy
shop, but didn’t make much money and when we
travelled it was with a minimum of pleasantries and
the government funds supplied for the auto transport
itself was barely enough to make your destination with
a family of four.

Throughout my short lifetime of driving (at that
time) I had a terrific aversion to toll roads and toll
bridges.  My belief being — why should we pay to
travel on roads or bridges we’d already been taxed
for in order to build in the first place.  With this in
mind, I’d go far out of the way to avoid toll any things.

Nevertheless, while headed for St. Louis, ahead
was a toll bridge.  I immediately began my complaining
while driving and watching the roadway signs that told
of dwindling miles as we neared the cost bridge-way
ahead.  My wife frantically scanned the map in order
to avoid the over-water “cost-way” while I found a
safe place to pull off the road.  We reviewed the map
together, then all at once noticed the girls in deep and
heated conversation in the back seat.

According to Terri, there was a Troll-Bridge ahead
and as the panicked Pandora pleaded for more
information, she was told that daddy was attempting
to find a different way to continue and avoid the bridge.
Why?  Because there was an evil Troll beneath the
structure who would devour the car and us.
Unfortunately, I’d been the originator of this tale when
reading to my daughters about “The Three Billy Goats
Gruff” and the wicked Troll who lived beneath the
bridge.  We’d enjoyed the book many times.  Across
that bridge on the other side lay a luscious field of
grass — grass that the goats couldn’t wait to eat, grass
for which they’d gladly risk their lives.

Explaining that there was no Troll under the bridge
ahead did little to ease their anxieties at this time and
after hearing Terri’s simple but expanded earlier
explanation nearly had me convinced.  The girls had
never heard of a toll bridge, and more important they’d
never heard daddy so excited about having to cross a
Troll (toll) bridge.

We continued to talk down the evil Troll while
finally finding a route to circumvent the scheduled
roadway to the oncoming toll bridge.  Both girls’ chins
hung on the front seat’s crest as we made our drive
away from this route into another town then on toward
St. Louis.  Soon they tired of keeping their vigilance
for the bridge (and the Troll) and returned to the books
and toys we’d supplied in the back seat.

There would be no more conversation about Trolls
or toll bridges or toll roads — we’d learned our lesson
for the day.

W.R.Wagener

Dear Fellow Chief:
The National Chief Petty Officers Association was formed in 1988 in order to provide a platform for airing issues which affect us as active duty, retired and veteran

Chiefs. Its specific purpose is to generate world wide awareness of the importance of Regular and Reserve Chief Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard of the
past, present and future, to encourage young sailors to appreciate the importance of study and advancement within the various ratings of these services; to promote
reunions of members for remembering, camaraderie and good fellowship; to maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United States of America and to foster true
patriotism.

Our next Convention in 2011 will be in San Antonio, Texas.
Local Chapters, or “Chiefs’ Quarters” will be and are being formed, which provide the backbone of our Association. These local Chiefs’ Quarters meet frequently and

form the basis for lasting friendships. If one does not now exist in your area, you are urged to form one.
Your dues include our newsletter, THE CHIEFS, published quarterly each year. In it will be the news of the day for Chiefs.
We hope that you will join with us. Criteria for membership is that you are serving or have served as a Chief for at least 30 days. Please take the time to fill out this

application and mail it today.
Thank you,
HAIL TO THE CHIEFS,
AZC Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret)
6 St. Thomas Court
Stafford, VA 22556
jerrylsweeney@gmail.com Application Fee: $5.00

(one time only) plus
$15.00 per calendar
year dues.

Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members

I am enclosing $5.00 plus $____________ 1 yr. $______________ 2 yrs.   $_____________ Total $______________ Life
I certify that I have served as Chief Petty Officer for at least 30 days in the U.S. Navy or U. S. Coast Guard.
In consideration of being accepted as a member of the NCPOA, I further certify that I will abide by the rules
and by-laws of that organization. __________________________________________

Signature (Please Do Not Type or Print)      .

Life Membership Dues for NCPOA
Age Dues Age Dues Age Dues Age Dues
25-29 $330.00 40-44 247.50 55-59 $165.00 70-74 82.50
30-34 302.50 45-49 220.00 60-64 137.50 75 & up 60.00
35-39 275.00 50-54 192.50 65-69 110.00

NOTE: New Members add $5.00 Application Fee to above rates.
(Note: Life Membership Dues represent a 45% savings over yearly dues.)

Headstones and markers are furnished to eligible
spouses and family members of veterans who are
interred in a national, military post/base, or state
veterans cemetery.  For veterans who have chosen
columbaria inurnment, niche markers are also
available.  Public Law 110-157, signed on December
26, 2007, allows the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) to furnish Government headstones or markers
for the graves of eligible veterans who died on or after
November 1, 1990, regardless of whether the grave is
already marked with a privately purchased headstone
or marker.  Under the previous law, when the grave
was already marked, only veterans who died on or
after 9/11 were eligible.  The new law also gives VA
authority to “furnish, upon request, a medallion or other
device of a design determined by the Secretary to
signify the deceased’s status as a veteran, to be
attached to a headstone or marker furnished at private
expense.”  This benefit will be available in lieu of a
Government furnished headstone or marker, for
veterans in privately marked graves who died on or
after November 1, 1990.  The Department of Veterans
Affairs is in the preliminary stages of designing the
medallion.  It is estimated this new medallion will be
available in summer 2009, and VA will begin accepting
claims once a contract has been awarded for its
manufacture.  Claim instructions will be posted at
www.cem.va.gov/hm/hmtype.asp

If, after seeing the final new medallion design, you
change your mind, you will still have the option to
submit a claim for a traditional Government-furnished
headstone or marker.  This benefit is only applicable if
the grave is marked with a privately purchased
headstone or marker.  In these instances, eligible
veterans are entitled to either a traditional Government-
furnished headstone or marker, or the new medallion,
but not both.  There is no charge for the headstone or
marker itself; however, arrangements for placing it in
a private cemetery are the applicant’s responsibility
and all setting fees are at private expense.  There is
no change in eligibility for veterans in unmarked
graves.  Regardless of the date of death, VA will
furnish, at no charge to the applicant, a government
headstone or marker for the unmarked grave of any
eligible veteran in any cemetery around the world.
Pictures of the available VA furnished headstones/
markers can be viewed at www.cem.va.gov/hm/

hmtype.asp or on the application form:
Upright Types: These headstones are 42 inches

long, 13 inches wide and 4 inches thick. Weight is
approximately 230 pounds.  Variations may occur in
stone color, and the marble may contain light to
moderate veining.

Flat Types: The flat bronze grave marker is 24
inches long, 12 inches wide, with 3/4 inch rise.  Weight
is approximately 18 pounds.  Anchor bolts, nuts and
washers for fastening to a base are furnished with the
marker.  The government does not furnish a base.
The flat granite and flat marble grave marker is 24
inches long, 12 inches wide, and 4 inches thick.  Weight
is approximately 130 pounds. Variations may occur in
stone color; the marble may contain light to moderate
veining.

Bronze Niche: This niche marker is 8 1/2 inches
long, 5 1/2 inches wide, with 7/16 inch rise. Weight is
approximately 3 pounds; mounting bolts and washers
are furnished with the marker.

Pre-World War I Era Headstones and
Markers: In addition to the headstone and markers
noted above, two special styles of upright headstones
are available for Civil War and Spanish American War
veterans - one for those who served with the Union
Forces or in the Spanish-American War and another
for those who served with the Confederate Forces.
Requests for these special styles should be made in
block 27 of the application.  It is necessary to submit
detailed primary documentation that supports eligibility.
For further information refer to www.cem.va.gov/hm/
hmcivil.asp

When burial or memorializing is in a national, post,
or state veterans’ cemetery, a headstone or marker
will be ordered by the cemetery officials based on
inscription information provided by the next of kin.
When burial is in a private cemetery, VA Form 40-
1330, Application for Standard Government Headstone
or Marker must be submitted by the next of kin or a
representative, such as funeral director, cemetery
official or veterans counselor, along with veterans
military discharge documents, to request a
Government-provided headstone or marker.  This form
can be downloaded at www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/
VA40-1330.pdf

Do not send original documents, as they will not
be returned. [Source: www.cem.va.gov  May 09 ++]

Our National Chief Petty Officers Association was well represented in the annual Memorial Day
Parade in Thomasville, North Carolina, when Chiefs Marvin Yow and Francis “Casey” Jones
took to the streets to advertize our organization and pay respect to those who served and gave that
supreme sacrifice in the service of America.

VA HEADSTONES & MARKERS
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