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Las Vegas, Nevada
October 17-20, 2012

Las Vegas Boulder Station and Casino
See Details on Page 3 of this Issue!

Please Make Plans To Join Us In

Rooms:
Newly Renovated Rooms

Our rooms have just been through a
multi-million dollar renovation. So if you’re
looking for new hotel rooms and incredible
value, Boulder Station simply can’t be beat.

We provide great quality and incredible
deals especially compared to hotels on the
Strip. Transport yourself to our newly
renovated, stylish rooms and suites.

Dining:
Mexican, Italian, Steaks & More

No matter what you have an appetite for,
Boulder Station can satisfy it. From great
steaks, authentic Italian and Mexican
specialties, to delicious international cuisine
and one of the best, our variety of quick serve
options, and all-you-can-eat buffets in Las
Vegas. Nobody does dining better than
Boulder Station.

Entertainment:
Las Vegas Entertainment

The nights really heat up at Boulder
Station. We play host to some of the hottest
Las Vegas concerts and DJ’s with the best
headliners. Our intimate lounges and bars are
some of best Las Vegas entertainment.

We’ve got plenty of choices in
entertainment including movies and Kids Quest

Gaming:
Newest Games, Best Odds

Once you see our casino and all of the
opportunities you’ll have to cash in, odds are
you’ll love it here. With more than 2,800 of
the newest, hottest slots and video poker, plus
table games, live poker, race and sports and
much more, you’ll be getting up early and
staying up late to play.

Location:
Minutes from the Airport, Strip and
Stadium

For the ultimate guest experience on your
Las Vegas vacation, check into Boulder Station.
You will be amazed when you step inside and
see our hardwood walkways and beautiful
stained glass. Located just seven miles from
Las Vegas McCarran Airport and just minutes
from the Strip and UNLV football’s Sam Boyd
Stadium, Boulder Station has plenty of terrific
amenities to keep you busy.

When you want real value from a Las Vegas
casino hotel, we give you tons without spending
a ton of money.

(Adapted from the Boulder Station website
at www.boulderstation.com.)

Las Vegas Boulder Station and Casino Information
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF
THE CHIEFS

15 NOVEMBER 2012
Editor:

RMCS(SS) Mike R. Ellis, USN (Ret)
702.614.0120

mrellis1@cox.net

THE CHIEFS
THE CHIEFS was established in 1989 as a quar-

terly publication for the National Chief Petty Officers’
Association (NCPOA). This organization is a nonprofit
corporation under and pursuant to the laws of Califor-
nia, and may be identified by the initials NCPOA. Origi-
nal by laws were adopted at the first national conven-
tion held in San Diego, California, 6 October 1989.

Administrative headquarters is at the home of the
current President. As of 1 November 2011, we have en-
listed 3,281  members. There are now seven subsidiary
groups (Chiefs’ Quarters) located in Texas, California,
Illinois, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee and Osage
Heritage (Arkansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and Kansas).
The objectives of this organization shall be to:
1. Honor and publicize as a group (or in some cases
individual) those who have served or are serving as Chief
Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard or the
Reserve Components of those services and who per-
formed such services in an honorable manner.
2. Maintain true allegiance to the government of the
United States and to promote patriotism and pride in
their service in the Navy or Coast Guard and to encour-
age accelerated advancement in those services through
study and accomplishment.
3. Conduct conventions with such members of the
NCPOA to foster camaraderie.
THE CHIEFS is published at least four times each year.

SPECIAL NOTICE
TO ALL MEMBERS

Reminder: If you are not a LIFE MEMBER, annual dues
of $15.00 are due and payable on 1 January of each year.
(New members who join and pay their dues in October,
November or December automatically have their dues
paid not only for that last quarter of the current year, but
the entire following year.) Make checks payable to
NCPOA and send to:

AKCM Marjorie L. Hays
1014 Ronald Drive

Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548
Life Membership Dues for NCPOA

Age Dues Age Dues
25-29 $330.00 55-59 $165.00
30-34 302.50 60-64 137.50
35-39 275.00 65-69 110.00
40-44 247.50 70-74 82.50
45-49 220.00 75 & up 60.00
50-54 192.50
New Members Add $5.00 Application Fee to Above Rates
IF YOU ARE MOVING, if your address label is incorrect,
please send changes to:

M & B Computer Services
104 Windcliffe Dr., Ballwin, MO 63021

E-mail: BILLJAHN@charter.net
CHIEFS’ QUARTERS  are the subsidiary groups of the
NCPOA. To form a Chiefs’ Quarters, it is necessary to
have at least ten (10) CPOs, former, retired, reserve, and/
or active, currently in good standing  with the National
Chief Petty Officers’ Association. Each Chiefs’ Quarters
sets their own local dues not to exceed the national dues
of $15.00 per year. At least four officers—President, Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer—must be elected. Any
member of the NCPOA may start a Chiefs’ Quarters by
forwarding the names of the officers, and a request for a
charter to the National Chiefs’ Quarters Chairman, AZC
Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret), 6 St. Thomas Court,
Stafford, VA 22556 ,703.232.7328 - Jerry’s Cell,
703.283.6960, Sandy’s Cell, jerrylsweeney@gmail.com.
These Chiefs’ Quarters must agree to have at least one
meeting per year and may include an entire state.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS are usually spouses of mem-
bers, or may be recommended by a friend based on the
Associate’s interest in the NCPOA. These members do
pay dues but hold no offices. They may assist at the
Annual Conventions with host/hostess duties.
NATIONAL ANNUAL CONVENTIONS are held in Oc-
tober of each year. Bids are presented at the annual con-
vention at least three years in advance for planning pur-
poses and person presenting the bid is expected to be
the General Chairman for the convention. National Board
determines costs of convention, etc.

2012 - Las Vegas, Nevada
2013 - Tennessee (Location TBA)
2014 - Tacoma, Washington Area

THE BART LONGO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Sponsored by: The National Chief Petty Officers’ Association

Requirements:
1. The scholarship consists of two $1,000.00 awards annually. One award will go to a high school graduate and

one to an upper classman or graduate student.
2. The applicants must be family members of NCPOA members in good standing (living or deceased); or current

members of the NCPOA.
3. The applicants are required to send one completed application form (Appendix A) with a copy of their official

high school/college transcript and a first quarter college curriculum. (Must be taking a full load for credit.) If
not available, tell in your own words your plan of study.

4. All applications must be postmarked no later than May 15 for the year of entry. The NCPOA Selection Commit-
tee will announce its selections on July 1 of that year. Recipients will be notified by telephone and in writing.
Application forms may be photocopied locally. Selection is based on high school transcripts and not on financial
need. NOTE: Seek assistance from your high school guidance counselor to complete high school transcript
request (Appendix B) and application.

Mail applications to:     MSCM Boye B. Sweet
7038 Via Valverde

San Jose, CA 95135-1339
Instructions for Completion and Submission of Application Form:
1. The entries on the application form must be completely accurate and legible. (Typewritten or printed in black ink.)
2. Read all instructions to insure accuracy of all answers.
3. As used in this application, the term “sponsor” refers to the parent, step-parent, grandparent or legal guardian, living or deceased,

through whose membership in the NCPOA applicants eligibility for this program is claimed.
4. Ensure that the information you enter about your sponsor fully describes accurately his/her latest status.
5. Review the form for completeness and all answers for accuracy.
6. Fill in all blocks. If “none” or “not applicable,” so state.
7. Sign the application form and ensure that it is also signed by your sponsor.
8. Your sponsor is encouraged to supply supplemental information on your background as is deemed necessary.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ALL COMPLETED APPLICATIONS AND TRANSCRIPTS IS MAY 15.

PART I - APPLICANT INFORMATION     APPENDIX A

1. Applicant Name:

2. Permanent Address:

3. Email Address: 4. SSN:

5. Home Phone Number:        6. Cell Number: 7. School Phone Number:

PART II - SPONSOR INFORMATION

1. Full Name of Sponsor: NCPOA Member Number:

2. Address of Sponsor:

3. Last Rank, Rate, or Grade Held by Sponsor:

4. Service No. or SSN: 5. Enlisted Rating:

6. Name and Address of Current Duty Station or Reserve Unit of Sponsor:

7. Date of Discharge/Retirement:

8: Relationship of Sponsor to Applicant:

9. Signature of Sponsor:

PART III - EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (Both School and Community)

HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT REQUEST    APPENDIX B
Privacy Act Statement

Authority to request this information is derived from United States Code 301. Purpose of the request is to obtain
information about academic performance of the applicant and it will be used by the scholarship sponsoring organization
to evaluate applicant’s academic achievement. Applicant must authorize release of transcript data.
The below named high school/college has my permission to release my official transcript to the scholarship sponsor
given below.

Student Signature:_____________________________
INSTRUCTIONS
High school officials are requested to complete this form, attach a copy of the student’s official transcript, including
grades achieved, and forward to the person name below. Transcripts must be received by the scholarship committee on
or before May 15.    Mail to:  MSCM Boye B. Sweet, 7038 Via Valverde, San Jose, CA 95135-1339

Provide the following information even if given on transcript:

Student’s Name (Last, First, Middle)

Student’s Address

Name and Address of High School

Student’s Dates of Attendance

Cumulative High School GPA

SAT/VERBAL SAT/MATH

ACT Composite

High School/College Class Size High School/College Rank

Remarks by Couselors or Teachers that may be beneficial to the Scholarship Sponsor

Name of School Official Title

Signature of School Official Date

OFFICIAL COPY OF TRANSCRIPT MUST BE ATTACHED!
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2012 Convention Registration Form
Boulder Station Hotel & Casino • Las Vegas, Nevada

October 17-20, 2012
Please Return This Form Not Later than SEPTEMBER 10.

(See address below.)

Name on Badge______________________________ Rate _______________

Name______________________________________ Rate _______________

________________________________________________________________

Spouse/Guest _____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________  State ________ Zip ____________

Daytime Phone_________________  Email ____________________________

Select Your Convention Events
Event                     No. of people/Cost             Amount

Registration Fee

(Each person must be registered) ................ #_________ @ $20.00 = $ __________

Wed. 17 Oct.   - President’s Reception

(See Menu in this Issue) ............................... #_________ @  $23.00 = $ _________

Thurs. 18 Oct. - Grand Canyon South Rim Package Tour

(See Itinerary in This Issue) .......................... #_________ @  $62.50 = $ _________

Fri. 19 Oct. - Las Vegas City Tour Package

(See Itinerary in This Issue) .......................... #_________ @  $22.50 = $ _________

Sat. 20 Oct. - NCPOA Banquet Dinner ............... #_________ @  $39.00 = $__________

Select choice for sit-down Banquet Dinner:
Grilled Chicken Breast w/ Honey B-B-Q Sauce ................................  # _________
Grilled New York Steak 6 oz. w/ Peppercorn Demi Glaze ................. # _________
Fresh Grilled Salmon w/ Lemon Butter ............................................  # _________
All dinners come with Salad, Coffees, Iced Tea, Chef’s choice of two Vegetables,

Warm rolls and butter, Chef’s special dessert.
• As CPOs, you are responsible for your guests.
• Alcoholic beverages are available self-service. 
• By your registration, you agree to hold the NCPOA harmless for any and all accidents and
injury that may occur during this convention.

____________________________________________ ________________
Signature of Member Date

............................................................................ Total enclosed    $ _______________

Please complete this form and send with your check payable to
“NCPOA” no later than September 10 to:

AZCM Robert L. McCauley, USN (Ret.)
9836 Kernville Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89134

2012 NCPOA Convention, Hotel, and Tour Information
Boulder Station Hotel & Casino • Las Vegas, Nevada

October 17-20, 2012

HOTEL RESERVATIONS:
(Make reservations by September 15, 2012)

The room rate per day is $45.00 plus tax for weekdays and $60.00
plus tax for Friday and Saturday with the resort fee of $13.00 waived for
NCPOA guests. If you make your hotel reservations online, Boulder
Station reservations department charges an additional $12.99 “amenity
fee” at check-in.  So, make reservation through the hotel, (800) 678-
2846 – Select Stations Casinos (option 3) from the menu, then, select
Boulder Station. Make reservation as a member of the NCPOA and this
“Amenity Fee” is waived.

CONVENTION ITINERARY:
Wednesday, October 17:
• Hospitality Room 1610 opens at 0800 – Convention Registration
• President’s Reception - Evening ($23.00 per person)
DELI PLATTER BUFFET – Potato Salad, Pasta Salad, Baked Beans, a
selection of Fresh Sliced Deli Meats, Assorted Cheeses, Breads, Rolls and
Butter, Coffees, Iced Tea and Assorted Cookies for Dessert.

Thursday, October 18:
• Hospitality Room 1610 opens at 0800
• GRAND CANYON SOUTH RIM TOUR - $62.50 Per Person: The most
popular guided and narrated luxury bus tour to the Grand Canyon’s South Rim
National Park: We will travel over the recently opened Colorado River over
crossing at Hoover Dam then through the desert to Kingman Arizona for
Breakfast and a pit stop; continuing through colorful wilderness to America’s
most spectacular natural wonder, the Grand Canyon, where we will spend 3
hours taking in the grandeur of the sights from both Bright Angel and Mather’s
Points. There are snack bars, souvenirs shops and clean rest room facilities
too. You will see the deepest, widest, and longest views of the canyon from the
overlooks. Our return will also have a pit stop in Kingman AZ. This is a full
day tour and departs from the rear valet area at 7:00 am and returns after 8:30
pm. Be at rear valet area NLT 0645. Limited seating so order early. Price
includes admission but does not include lunch. Cost is only $62.50 per person.

Friday, October 19:
• Hospitality Room 1610 opens at 0800
• LAS VEGAS CITY TOUR - $23.50 Per Person: Our private charter bus
for 8 hours will visit the Boulder City Museum that reenacts the building of the
Hoover Dam, then, on to Hoover Dam over the old 2 lane crossing with a
photo opportunity at the overlook. Then, we motor through the City of
Boulder on our way to Nellis AFB where we will view the USAF Museum;
quick stop at the PX to get your souvenirs at best prices in town; then, we
proceed to the Base Chapel for our memorial service; then, lunch at the
officers club. After departing Nellis AFB, we motor down the “Strip” along
Las Vegas Boulevard, stopping and shopping at points of interest including the
now famous “Pawn Stars” location. Next stop is the Red Rock National Park
for a windshield tour of this beautiful rock formation with its distinctive
coloration. Price does not include lunch. Departs from the real valet area at
9:00 am and returns about 5:00 pm. Be at rear valet area NLT 0845. Limited
seats so get your registration in ASAP. $23.50 per person.

Saturday, October 20:
• Hospitality Room 1610 opens at 0800
• NCPOA Banquet Dinner - Evening

AIRPORT SHUTTLE SERVICE
Boulder Station offers daily complimentary shuttle service to and from McCarran
National Airport.
Boulder Station to Airport Airport to Boulder Station

6:00 am 7:15 am
7:50 am 9:05 am
9:40 am 10:55 am
11:30 am 1:05 pm
1:40 pm 2:55 pm
3:30 pm 4:55 pm
5:30 pm 6:45 pm
7:10 pm 8:25 pm
9:00 pm —

Incoming airport passengers may board the White Shuttle Van at Ground Zero
located adjacent to the Baggage Claim area. The Shuttle will be parked across
the street from stall number 23.
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About the hotel...

Transport yourself to our newly renovated, stylish rooms and suites. Our
rooms sport a “boutique feel” with modern and hip decor, 40-inch plasma TVs
and a spacious sitting area.Catch some Zzzz’s by resting on the soft, comfy
pillow-top mattresses or just relax by enjoying room service delivered directly to
you for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. Amenities include high-speed Wi-Fi, computer
desks (especially convenient for our business travelers), use of our fitness room
and pool. Most outstanding is our friendly service!

Boulder Station located only seven miles from the Las Vegas McCarran
Airport offers the ultimate guest experience beginning with our Traditional Victorian
atmosphere of hardwood walkways and beautiful stained glass.

It is non-stop action here at Boulder Station with Live Entertainment, Award
Winning Restaurants, Eleven Movie Theatres and so much more!

(See more information at www.boulderstation.com.)
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MESSAGE FROM
THE NCPOA PRESIDENT

Hello Fellow Chiefs and Chiefs’ Mates ~
By now I am sure

you have received the
information of Past
President Dewey
Holt’s passing on 5
May. The Summer
Issue of THE CHIEFS
was in the process of
being printed, so it

was too late to get the information inserted
in that issue. Information will be found
elsewhere within this issue.

Dewey was elected as the sixth
president of the National Chief Petty
Officers Association at the 12th Annual
Convention in Jacksonville, Florida in
October 1999.

Dewey served a two-year term from
1999-2001. He presided over the 13th

Convention in San Diego, 11-15 October
2000 and the 14th Convention in Corpus
Christi, 10-14 October 2011. Dewey was
serving as the National Parliamentarian at
the time of death.

The Annual Convention in San Antonio
last year was the 24th consecutive
convention Dewey had attended. The first
convention was 7-12 October 1989 in San
Diego.

Dewey was a dedicated member of the
NCPOA, always available for any task that
needed to be done. He most certainly will
be missed, but he will never be forgotten.
Please keep Jean and her family in your
thoughts.

It is only three months until our 2012
Annual National Convention which will be in
Las Vegas. The convention venue is the
Boulder Station Hotel ~ Casino from 17-20
October. Master Chief Bob McCauley is the
convention chairman. Those of you who
attended the convention in San Diego in
2009 will attest to the fact that Bob hosted a
fantastic convention, and I am sure the Las
Vegas convention will surpass San Diego’s.
Additional information on the convention is
in this issue of THE CHIEFS. Bob has done
an excellent job in keeping the “costs” down

and from what I have been informed;
everyone should have a “really good time”.
Room rates cannot be much cheaper than
we will have. This convention will be the
NCPOA’s 25th Annual Convention ~ I suspect
Bob will have “something special” for the
attendees.

Many of you may have received emails,
telephone calls and letters from the Las
Vegas Culinary Union concerning the
NCPOA having our convention at a non-
union hotel. If you continue to receive these
unwanted communications, just ignore them.

At the forthcoming convention, The
Chiefs’ Mates are having an auction after
the banquet on Saturday evening. It is
requested that each attendee bring an item
or two for the auction. All of the proceeds
will be donated to the NCPOA Scholarship
Fund. Remember in order to have an
auction; there must be two or more persons
who want the same item. This is an excellent
opportunity to have some fun (auctions are
always fun, especially when one starts
bidding against themselves) and to increase
the balance in the scholarship fund. Besides,
I am sure there will be an item that you “must
have” and can’t leave Las Vegas without it!

We are looking for a chairman and
location for the 2015 Convention. That
decision will be made at the Las Vegas
convention. If you are interested, please
contact one of the officers listed in the mast-
head.

The Editor of THE CHIEFS is always
looking for bios of our members. If you would
like to share your civilian and military
experiences with others, this is the place to
do so. Just contact the Editor.

As you know, NCPOA sponsors The Bart
Longo Memorial Scholarship Program and
usually gives out two $1,000 scholarships
to deserving students each year. The fund
can always use donations (the sole source
of income), so please consider making a
tax deductible donation to the program. Any
questions refer to this issue of THE CHIEFS.

AZC Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret)

Hello, Chefs Mates,
I am looking forward to

seeing you all in the fun city,
Las Vegas. Bob has some
really nice activities planned
for us. The tours sound so
much fun and we cannot

forget the lights of Vegas and the Slot
Machines. Fun!

When the Chiefs have their business
meeting I have scheduled a craft for all the
Chiefmates.  It will fun and all of you will be
able to do it.  Even be able to wear it. Do I have
your interest UP?  I hope so and I know you
will have fun and it is not hard.

See you in October,
Sandy Sweeney

TheCHIEFS’Mates

Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members
The application provided below is for your convenience to clip out and share with a fellow Chief who is not yet a member.

Do the Chief and the organization a favor and pass this along to him or her!
The opposite side of this application bears a message from the Membership Director

(cut on dotted line)

R
eceived from

:
____________________

$
___________

 for N
C

P
O

A
 M

em
bership

R
eceived by:______________D

ate:
___

(retain until m
em

bership card is received)

NATIONAL CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS’  ASSOCIATION
I certify that I am serving/have served as a Chief Petty Officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard for a period of at least 30 days:

NAME__________________________________________________________RATE/RANK __________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________SPOUSE ____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

DATEOF BIRTH____/____/_____NAVY SERIAL NO./SSN________-_______-________Email: _______________________

Service:          USN          USNR         USCG          Active          Ret.         Veteran

Recruited By: _________________________________________________________________________________________

SHIPS/STATIONS: _____________________________________________________________________________________

MAIL TO: AZC JERRY L. SWEENEY, 6 THOMAS COURT, STAFFORD, VA 22556, jerrylsweeney@gmail.com

Street/Rt.

City State Zip Area Code/Tel. No.

Photocopy
of this Application

is Authorized.

Application fee: $ 5.00
One year’s dues: $15.00
Total: $20.00

Make checks payable to:
NCPOA
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Notice to Members
Any NCPOA member who wishes to re-
ceive The Chiefs via First Class Mail as
opposed to Bulk Rate needs only to notify
the Treasurer, AKCM Marjorie L. Hays,
1014 Ronald Drive, Corpus Christi, Texas
78412-3548 and enclose $5.00 to cover
the extra postage and handling for one year.
Those of you who have summer homes or
travel frequently will find this method of
receiving the NCPOA’s newsletter espe-
cially convenient.
 Thanks!

NATIONAL DUES ARE
DUE AND PAYABLE:

1 JANUARY 2012
Please send RENEWAL fees ($15.00) to:

National Treasurer
AKCM Marjorie L. Hays

1014 Ronald Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548
All NEW members’ applications, dues

($15.00), and one-time application fee ($5.00)
are sent to:

National Membership Coordinator
AZC Jerry L. Sweeney

6 St. Thomas Court
Stafford, VA 22556

703-232-7328



“THE CHIEFS” -FALL 2012 Page 5

Richard J. Hamann, YNC USN Retired:
During his years of Naval Service, Chief
Hamann served aboard USS Wisconsin, USS
Missouri, USS Albany, USS Des Moines,
Commander Battleships-Cruisers Atlantic,
Commandant Third Naval District, Atlantic
Reserve Fleet, Chief of Naval Operations, and
Bureau of Naval Personnel. Chief Hamann and
his wife, Clair, reside in Dallas, Texas.

***

Christopher Raifsnicer, SCPO USN:
During his 19 years of Naval service, Senior
Chief Raifsnicer served with the U.S. Naval
Academy Band and currently serves with the
U.S. Navy Band.  He currently resides in
Ellicott City, Maryland.

***

Robert W. Ingram, ETCS USN Retired:
During 21 years of Naval service, Senior Chief
Ingram served aboard USS Keasarge, Naval
Station Sangley Point Philippines, USS
Diamond Head, Naval Air Station Norfolk,
Naval Air Station Cubi Point Philippines,
Pacific Missile Test Center Point Mugu
California, Commander Carrier Group Six, and
SIMA Mayport. Senior Chief Ingram and his
wife, Erlinda, reside in Ocala, Florida.

***

Fred A. Bruno, QMC (SS) USNR Retired:
During his Naval service, Chief Bruno served
in USS Becuna (SS-319), USS Sea Owl (SS-
405), and in the Naval Reserve. Chief Bruno
and his wife, Marina, reside in Henderson,
Nevada.

***

Thomas G. Buch, SKC USN Retired:
During his Naval service, Chief Buch served
aboard USS Rogers (DDR-876), USS Bigelow
(DD-942), USS Shadwell (LSD-15), USS
Conyngham (DDG-17), USS Manatee (AO-58),
USS Hamner (DD-718), and USS Parsons
(DDG-949). Chief Buch and his wife, Barbara,
reside in Pahrump, Nevada.

James Allord, AGC USN Retired:
During 21 years of Naval service, Chief Allord
served aboard NAS Miramar California, FWC
Pearl Harbor, NATTC Lakehurst New Jersey,
USS Kitty Hawk, USS Eldorado, USS
Interdictor, FWC / JTWG Guam, NSA Da Nang,
COMPHIBFOR 7TH Fleet, and NAS Cubi Point.
Chief Allord resides in Sunnyvale, California.

***

Darrell B. Barber, MMCS/DV USN
Retired:
Duty stations during Senior Chief Barber’s 23
years service include: USS Howard W.
Gilmore, SUPSALV Treasure Island CA, and
USS Florikan. Senior Chief Barber and his wife,
Jo, reside in Las Vegas, Nevada

***

Otis L. Spencer, HMCM USN Retired:
During 19 years of Naval service, Master Chief
Spencer’s served aboard NTC Bainbridge
Maryland, HCS Bainbridge Maryland, Naval
Hospital Newport Rhode Island, National Naval
Medical Center Bethesda Maryland, Naval Air
Station Port Lyautey Morocco, USS Intrepid
(CVA-11), Naval Hospital Philadelphia PA,
Advanced HCS San Diego CA, USS Henry W.
Tucker (DD-875), USS Reeves (DLG-24),
Naval Medical Research Unit 4 Great Lakes IL,
Naval Dispensary Treasure Island CA. Master
Chief Spencer and his wife, Shirley, reside in
Pasadena, CA.

***

Richard M. Miller, ATC USN Retired:
During his 20 year of Naval service, Chief
Miller served aboard VW11, VW12, VS37,
USS Hornet, PAX River MD, TRIM/VAH21
(RVN), ADCOP Corpus Christi Texas, NADC
Warminster PA. Chief Miller resides in
Lecanto, FL.

REUNIONS
If your organization is having a

reunion, please submit the informa-
tion to

RMCS(SS) Mike R. Ellis,
USN (Ret)

702.614.0120
mrellis1@cox.net

EDSALL CLASS VETERANS
 ASSOCIATION, INC.
The yearly REUNION and meeting of the Edsall
Class Veterans Association (ECVA) will be held
Nov. 9, 10, and 11th (Veterans day) in
Galveston, Texas. All USN and USCG Edsall
class Sailors and DE, DER, and WDE sailors
and/or families invited. A Work Week will be
held aboard USS Stewart DE-238 (the only
remaining Edsall Class DE in North America)
Nov. 12th through 18th, after the reunion.
Mac Christy ENC USN (RET)
machief@hughes.net • 785-255-4368 •
www.edsallclassveterans.org.

USS SHELTON [DD790] Reunion,
13-15 September 2012, Nashville, TN. Contact
Dick Petrowich, 308 S. Jackson, New Athens,
IL 62264, 618-475-3248, e-mail:
rbpetro@htctech.net.

USS BENJAMIN STODDERT (DDG-22)/
USS JUPITER (AK-43/AVS-8) Joint
Reunion,
September 25-30, 2012, Albuquerque, NM.
www.ddg22.com. Contact: John Dishaw,
jbdishaw@verizon.net; Phone: 805-480-4038.

USS HANSON, DD / DDR 832,
20-23 September in Portland Or.
Contact Jerry Matthews, 360-262-9501.

~NOTICE~
To All Members and Spouses
The NCPOA supports and comforts those

who are experiencing an illness, or grieving
the loss of a spouse. Please inform the

CHAPLAIN of the NCPOA:
HTC Gaylon G. Jack, USN (Ret)

6609 Mona Lisa Avenue
Watauga, TX 76148-2832

817.428.2291 • ggjack@sbcglobal.net

Dear Fellow Chief:
The National Chief Petty Officers Association was formed in 1988 in order to provide a platform for airing issues which affect us as active duty, retired and veteran

Chiefs. Its specific purpose is to generate world wide awareness of the importance of Regular and Reserve Chief Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard of the
past, present and future, to encourage young sailors to appreciate the importance of study and advancement within the various ratings of these services; to promote
reunions of members for remembering, camaraderie and good fellowship; to maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United States of America and to foster true
patriotism.

Our next Convention in 2012 will be in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Local Chapters, or “Chiefs’ Quarters” will be and are being formed, which provide the backbone of our Association. These local Chiefs’ Quarters meet frequently and

form the basis for lasting friendships. If one does not now exist in your area, you are urged to form one.
Your dues include our newsletter, THE CHIEFS, published quarterly each year. In it will be the news of the day for Chiefs.
We hope that you will join with us. Criteria for membership is that you are serving or have served as a Chief for at least 30 days. Please take the time to fill out this

application and mail it today.
Thank you,
HAIL TO THE CHIEFS,
AZC Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret)
6 St. Thomas Court
Stafford, VA 22556
jerrylsweeney@gmail.com Application Fee: $5.00

(one time only) plus
$15.00 per calendar
year dues.

Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members

I am enclosing $5.00 plus $____________ 1 yr. $______________ 2 yrs.   $_____________ Total $______________ Life
I certify that I have served as Chief Petty Officer for at least 30 days in the U.S. Navy or U. S. Coast Guard.
In consideration of being accepted as a member of the NCPOA, I further certify that I will abide by the rules
and by-laws of that organization. __________________________________________

Signature (Please Do Not Type or Print)      .

Life Membership Dues for NCPOA
Age Dues Age Dues Age Dues Age Dues
25-29 $330.00 40-44 247.50 55-59 $165.00 70-74 82.50
30-34 302.50 45-49 220.00 60-64 137.50 75 & up 60.00
35-39 275.00 50-54 192.50 65-69 110.00

NOTE: New Members add $5.00 Application Fee to above rates.
(Note: Life Membership Dues represent a 45% savings over yearly dues.)

NCPOA Welcomes New Members
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Military Pension Loans
(Reprinted from RAO, dated July 1, 2012)
Private companies are offering “lump sum pension

payments” for veterans, either those with monthly
disability payments or retirees. There are roughly 1.5
million former service members collecting about $40
billion annually from the federal government, and they
are being targeted as easy ways to make money.
According to MSNBC, in 2004 Congress threatened
legislation designed to outlaw the industry.
Additionally, several courts have ruled that these lump
sum pension payments violate existing federal laws.
While the up-front, lump sum payouts may be effective
as a way to get a large sum of money quickly to settle
financial debts, the terms of these loans are actually
terrible - often they add up to 30-40 percent interest.
And these companies do not disclose the actual terms
of the agreement in a clear manner.

In response to these scams, on 18 JUN
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau Director
Richard Cordray announced that his agency will begin
focusing on pension lump sum payments. “We are ...
concerned about military pension buyout schemes,”
Cordray said in a speech on Elder Abuse Awareness
Day. “Military retirees are offered lump-sum cash
payments in return for surrendering their rights to their
pension payouts. These schemes are usually very bad
deals for the retirees. We want to collect information
on all of these kinds of financial practices.” The federal
government has been collecting information on this
industry for years, and now it has the ability to protect
consumers from these types of predatory lenders.
These companies are funded by investors who are
looking for steady returns afforded by monthly
government pension checks.

According to MSNBC, one pension buyout
company was ordered by an arbitrator in November
to repay $5 million to investors who alleged they were
defrauded. In December, the firm agreed to stop
selling the investments in California.

Last August, a California court ruled in favor of a
class action suit brought by veterans, ordering Retired
Military Financial Service, Inc. to return $2.9 million.

All firms that offer such lump payments are either
assigning military pensions to a third party, which is
illegal, or they are offering loans without abiding by
Truth and Lending Requirements; this is also illegal.

~In Memoriam~
MRC Dewey Holt USNR (Ret.)

 Dewey Lee Holt, Sr., age 79, of Winston-Salem,
NC passed peacefully into heaven on May 5, 2012
at 4:25 p.m. at Wake Forest Baptist Hospital
surrounded by his loving family. Dewey was born
May 7, 1932 to Burlie
and Lera Orander Holt
of Bassett, Virginia.
Dewey was married to
Jean Jackson Holt for
58 wonderful years
and had three children,
Dewey Lee Holt, Jr.
(Ed) and wife Sherry of
G o o d l e t t s v i l l e ,
Tennessee, Nicki H.
Angell and husband Mike of Winston-Salem, NC and
Kate H. Holeman and husband Jamie of Roxboro,
NC. Dewey was a loving grandfather to Ashley Boyd,
husband Nathan, LeAnne Nowlin, husband Bryan,
Vance McCollum, wife Jamie, and Maggie Holeman
and one great granddaughter Hailey Nowlin and a
number of nieces and nephews. Dewey was preceded
in death by his parents, a brother, Virgil Holt and a
sister Ruby Skinner. He is survived by two sisters,
Marie Smith of Winston-Salem and Helen Wilbanks
of South Carolina. Dewey retired from R. J. Reynolds
Tobacco Company with 30 years of service from the
Research and Development Department as a
Mechanical Designer. He graduated from Forsyth
Technical Institute with an Associate Degree in
Architectural Engineering. He served four years active
duty in the United States Navy as a Machinist Mate.
He completed his Boot Camp training at the
Bainbridge, Maryland Naval Center and served on
the U.S.S. Orion. Dewey re-enlisted in the United
States Naval Reserves and retired as a Chief Petty
Officer after 30 years. Dewey was instrumental in
organizing the local chapter of the Piedmont Triad
Chief Petty Officers Association and served as
President of the National Chief Petty Officer
Association. He was life-time member of the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks #449, Fleet
Reserve Association, Chapter 217; USNTC
Bainbridge Association, and American Legion Post
#55. In lieu of flowers please send memorials to the
Bart Longo Memorial Scholarship Fund in care of
NCPOA Treasurer AKCM Marjorie Hays, 1014
Ronald Drive, Corpus Christi, Texas, 78412-3548.
A Military Memorial Service was held on Saturday,
May 26, 2012 at American Legion Post #55 at 111
Miller Street, Winston-Salem, NC at 11:00 a.m. The
family received friends immediately after the service.

NCPOA
Scholarship Fund

If you would like to make a donation to the
Bart Longo Memorial Scholarship Fund,
you are invited to use this form for your

convenience. Photocopies are authorized.
The NCPOA thanks you for your generosity.

Name of Donor: ____________________________

Address: __________________________________

_________________________________________

Amount: ___________________________________

  In Honor Of  or    In Memory Of

                         (please check one)

_________________________________________

Please Acknowledge Donation to:

Name: ____________________________________

Address: __________________________________

_________________________________________

Please send completed form and donation to:

NCPOA Treasurer
AKCM Marjorie Hays

1014 Ronald Drive
Corpus Christi, TX 78412-3548

“THE CHIEFS”

 http://www.goatlocker.org/ncpoa

Webmaster Greg Peterman,

MMCM(SS) USN Ret

ncpoa@goatlocker.org

WEBSITE

Widow(er) Military Benefits
(Reprinted from RAO dated July 1, 2012)
There are four different age and marital status

scenarios affecting benefits for military widows/
widowers. They are:

TRICARE eligibility permanently stops if you
remarry. Unlike other benefits that may restart if your
new marriage ends, TRICARE eligibility is gone for
good if you remarry. Of course, that wouldn’t be the
case if you married another service member in the
future.

General military benefits (exchange/commissary
privileges, MWR, etc.) and eligibility for Survivor
Benefit Plan payments are not affected as long as
you remarry after age 55. Prior to age 55 if you
remarry you must turn in your military ID card which
will prevent you from using general military benefits.
However, if you subsequently divorce you can reapply
for a card which will reinstate your general benefits.

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation from
the VA is lost if you remarry before 57. If a spouse
remarries before age 57, eligibility for benefits may
be restored if the marriage is terminated later by
death, annulment, or divorce.

The widow or widower of a deceased veteran
who remarried a non-veteran and whose death took
place after Jan. 1, 2000, is entitled to burial in a
national veterans cemetery.

Net Chiefs Information
“Net Chiefs” are members of the

NCPOA that have an E-Mail address and have
requested that their E-mail address be
included in such a listing. This listing is now
found on the NCPOA website at http://
goatlocker.org/ncpoa under the NetChiefs
roster link. The link has recently been
modified to give each NetChief the option
to “opt-out” to have his/her E-Mail address
removed. The roster started in 1995 with 13
NetChiefs and we now have over 250
Netchiefs.

Any NCPOA member that desires to be
listed as a NetChief may submit their
membership number, name, rate, city, state,
and E-Mail address to the NetChief
Coordinator, MMCM(SS) Greg Peterman,
USN (Ret), ncpoa@goatlocker.org

The NCPOA Webmaster is also Chief
Peterman.

For the 21st Century NCPOA Members
of the NCPOA, the NCPOA Website (http:/
/www.goatlocker.org/ncpoa has a lot of
information readily available, such as: There
are 19 or more links covering the Home
Page (Founded, Objective, Specific
Purpose), Creeds,  Articles, Officers, Taps
List, Newsletters(The CHIEFS Paper), Flag
Facts, Latest information on the
Conventions, Membership applications,
Computer Tips, NCPOA By Laws, the
NetChiefs Roster, the Chaplains Corner and
others. It is suggested that “connected
Chiefs” visit the  NCPOA website.
Suggestions are welcome.

SUBMITTING BIOGRAPHIES
Attention to anyone submitting

biographies for publication in THE
CHIEFS. Don’t forget to include

pictures…you as a chief and maybe
a portrait type with the spouse.
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USS Enterprise (CV-6), colloquially referred to
as the “Big E,” was the sixth aircraft carrier of the
United States Navy and the seventh U.S. Navy ship
to bear the name. Launched in 1936, she was a ship
of the Yorktown class, and one of only three American
carriers commissioned prior to World War II to survive
the war (the others being Saratoga and Ranger). She
participated in more major actions of the war against
Japan than did any other US ship. These actions
included the Battle of Midway, the Battle of the Eastern
Solomons, the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands, various
other air-sea engagements during the Guadalcanal
campaign, the Battle of the Philippine Sea, and the
Battle of Leyte Gulf. On three separate occasions
during the Pacific War, the Japanese announced that
she had been sunk in battle, earning her the name “The
Grey Ghost”.

Enterprise earned 20 battle stars, the most for any
U.S. warship in World War II. Some have labeled her
the most glorious and honored ship in the history of
the United States Navy, rivaled only
perhaps by the 18th century frigate USS
Constitution.

Enterprise was launched on 3 October
1936 at Newport News Shipbuilding,
sponsored by Lulie Swanson, wife of
Secretary of the Navy Claude A. Swanson,
and commissioned on 12 May 1938.
Enterprise sailed south on a shakedown
cruise which took her to Rio de Janeiro.
After her return, she operated along the
east coast and in the Caribbean until April
1939, when she was ordered to duty in the
Pacific.

During 1939, USS Enterprise was one
of fourteen ships to receive the early RCA
CXAM-1 RADAR. Based first at San
Diego (where she was used in the filming
of Dive Bomber, starring Errol Flynn and
Fred MacMurray) and then at Pearl
Harbor after President Roosevelt ordered
the Fleet to be “forward based,” the carrier
and her aircraft squadrons trained
intensively and transported aircraft among
the island bases of the Pacific. Enterprise
left Pearl Harbor on 28 November 1941.
Enterprise was completing one such
mission, returning to Hawaii after delivering
Marine Fighter Squadron 211 (VMF-211)
to Wake Island on 7 December 1941, when
the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor.

Enterprise was returning to Oahu on
the morning of 7 December 1941: 18 SBD
Dauntlesses of Enterprise squadrons Scouting
Squadron Six (VS-6) and Bombing Squadron Six (VB-
6) arrived over Pearl Harbor during the Japanese
attack and, though surprised, immediately went into
action in defense of the naval base. VS-6 lost six
planes during the attack, while VB-6 lost one. Several
of these planes were shot down by the Japanese;
however, at least one plane was lost to heavy
antiaircraft (AA) fire, and many more were damaged.
At one point a radio report was heard: “Do not attack
me, this is Six Baker Three an American plane” and
later the same pilot (Ensign Manuel Gonzales of VB-
6) was heard ordering his radioman/gunner to prepare
for a water landing. Lieutenant C. E. Dickinson and
his crewmate William C. Miller of VS-6 shot down
one Japanese plane before being forced to bail out
after their plane caught fire. Dickinson later made his
way to Ford Island to man another plane, and
participated in the search for the Japanese fleet. He
was recommended for a commendation for “displaying
a superb courage, stamina, devotion to duty, unexcelled
logic and coolness in action.”

Enterprise also launched six F4F Wildcats of
Fighting Squadron Six (VF-6) in the wake of the attack
on Pearl Harbor; all except two were shot down by
shell-shocked AA gunners as they attempted to land
on Ford Island that night. The carrier, meanwhile,

assembled her remaining aircraft in a fruitless search
for the Japanese striking force; the search was to the
south and west of Oahu, while the Japanese retired to
the northwest. Enterprise put into Pearl Harbor for
fuel and supplies on the night of 8 December, and sailed
early the next morning to patrol against possible
additional attacks in the Hawaiian Islands. Although
the group encountered no surface ships, Enterprise
aircraft sank Japanese submarine I-70 at 23°45’N
155°35’W on 10 December 1941.

During the last two weeks of December 1941,
Enterprise and her group steamed west of Hawaii to
cover those islands while two other carrier groups
made a belated attempt to relieve Wake Island. After
a brief rest at Pearl Harbor, the Enterprise group sailed
on 11 January, protecting convoys reinforcing Samoa.
On 1 February, Enterprise’s Task Force 8 raided
Kwajalein, Wotje, and Maloelap in the Marshall
Islands, sinking three ships, damaging eight, and
destroying numerous airplanes and ground facilities.

Enterprise received only minor damage in the Japanese
counterattack, as her group retired to Pearl Harbor.

During the next month the Enterprise group swept
the central Pacific, attacking enemy installations on
Wake and Marcus Islands, then received minor
alterations and repairs at Pearl Harbor. On 8 April
1942, she departed to rendezvous with Hornet and
sail west, escorting Hornet on the mission to launch
16 Army B-25 Mitchells in the “Doolittle Raid” on
Tokyo. While Enterprise fighters flew combat air
patrol, the B-25s launched on 18 April, and flew
undetected the remaining 600 miles (1,000 km) to the
target. The task force, its presence known to the
enemy after a sighting by small vessels, reversed
course and returned to Pearl Harbor on 25 April.

Five days later, the “Big E” sortied toward the
South Pacific to reinforce U.S. carriers operating in
the Coral Sea. However, the Battle of the Coral Sea
was over before Enterprise arrived. After executing,
with Hornet, a feint towards Nauru and Banaba
(Ocean) islands which caused the Japanese to cancel
their operation to seize the two islands, Enterprise
returned to Pearl Harbor on 26 May, and began
intensive preparation to meet the expected Japanese
thrust at Midway Island.

On 28 May, Enterprise sortied as Rear Admiral
Raymond A. Spruance’s flagship with orders “to hold

Midway and inflict maximum damage on the enemy
by strong attrition tactics”. With Enterprise in CTF 16
were Hornet, six cruisers, and 10 destroyers. On 30
May, Task Force 17 (TF17), with Rear Admiral Frank
J. Fletcher in Yorktown, left Pearl with two cruisers
and six destroyers as CTF-17; as senior officer
present, Rear Admiral Fletcher became “Officer in
Tactical Command.” The usual commander of the
Enterprise task force, Vice Admiral William F. “Bull”
Halsey, was kept in hospital at Pearl with a stress-
related skin condition. Each side launched air attacks
during the day in a decisive battle. Though the forces
were in contact until 7 June, by the end of the day on
4 June the outcome had been decided. The Battle of
Midway began on the morning of 4 June 1942, when
four Japanese carriers, unaware of the presence of
U.S. naval forces, launched attacks on Midway Island.
Just three hours after the first bomb fell on Midway,
planes from the U.S. carriers attacked. Enterprise
launched a failed attack using torpedo bombers, then

soon after Enterprise dive bombers
attacked and sank the Japanese carriers
Kaga and Akagi. Later in the afternoon, a
mixed squadron of Enterprise and
Yorktown bombers destroyed Hiryu
(aircraft from Yorktown also sank Soryu).
Yorktown and Hammann were the only
American ships sunk, but TF 16 and TF
17 lost a total of 113 planes, 61 of them in
combat, during the battle. Japanese losses
were much larger: four carriers, one
cruiser, and 272 carrier aircraft. Despite
losses to her aircraft squadrons, Enterprise
came through undamaged and returned to
Pearl Harbor on 13 June 1942.

After a month of rest and overhaul,
Enterprise sailed on 15 July 1942 for the
South Pacific, where she joined TF 61 to
support the amphibious landings in the
Solomon Islands on 8 August. For the next
two weeks, the carrier and her planes
guarded seaborne communication lines
southwest of the Solomons. On 24 August,
a strong Japanese force was discovered
some 200 miles (300 km) north of
Guadalcanal, and TF 61 sent planes to the
attack. This was the first time that the
Grim Reapers of VF-10 deployed from
Enterprise under commanding officer
James H. Flatley, who became known as
“Reaper Leader.” In the ensuing Battle
of the Eastern Solomons, the light carrier
Ryujo was sunk, and the Japanese troops

intended for Guadalcanal were forced back. Enterprise
suffered most heavily of the American ships; three
direct hits and four near misses killed 77, wounded 91,
and inflicted serious damage on the carrier. Quick,
hard work by damage control parties patched her up
so that she was able to return to Hawaii under her
own power.

Repaired at Pearl Harbor from 10 September-16
October 1942, Enterprise departed once more for the
South Pacific, where with Hornet she formed TF 61.
On 26 October, Enterprise scout planes located a
Japanese carrier force and the Battle of the Santa
Cruz Islands was under way. Enterprise aircraft struck
carriers and cruisers during the struggle, while the “Big
E” herself underwent intensive attack. Hit twice by
bombs, Enterprise lost 44 men and had 75 wounded.
Despite serious damage, she continued in action and
took on board a large number of planes and crewmen
from Hornet when that carrier was sunk. Though the
American losses of a carrier and a destroyer were
more severe than the Japanese loss of one light cruiser,
the battle gained time to reinforce Guadalcanal against
the next enemy onslaught, and nearby Henderson Field
was therefore secure from the Japanese bombardment.
Enterprise was now the only functioning US carrier in
the Pacific Theater. On the flight deck, the crew posted
a sign: “Enterprise vs. Japan.”

USS Enterprise (CV-6)
Most Decorated U.S. Ship of WWII

By Michael R. Ellis RMCS (SS)
USN Retired
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The Honor Flight Network is a non-profit
program to take World War Two veterans to
Washington, DC to see their memorial; at no
cost to the veteran! The program is funded
by donations and contributions.

I had submitted my application for the
program in May, 2010. In February, 2012 I
called to see where I was on the waiting list.
The coordinator, Dick Tobiason in Bend,
Oregon told me that he will take 30 vets in
June. He said there were 125 on the waiting
list and, “You’re number 14; do you want to
go?” “Are you kidding me? Absolutely!”

As you read this please keep in mind that
there was no cost to any veteran! The
guardians, helpers and volunteers paid their
own way.
Wednesday, June 6, 2012:

30 World War II veterans from Portland
and 24 from Eastern Oregon (Bend) gathered
for a trip to Washington, DC. This group of
World War II veterans included four women.
We were accompanied by about 43 guardians
and volunteers. We assembled at the Shilo Inn
hotel near the Portland airport. Shilo gave us
the rooms at no cost and also honored us with
a delicious dinner.

Dick and his staff of volunteers had the
ballroom all set up with name tags and other
things we would use on our trip. We had ball
caps and T-shirts that identified us as WWII
veterans, and we wore them throughout the
trip.

We were in 8 assigned teams, each with a
volunteer leader. There were 14 of us in my
team and our leader was Frank Barsotti,
assisted by his wife, Carol. Each team member
had a specific colored lanyard which held our
name tags. The reverse of the name tag had
cell phone numbers for Dick and the two
doctors with us who happened to be father
and son.
Thursday, June 7, 2012:

Our entire group was divided into two
flights. The 50 of us on our flight were up at
3:15 AM to get ready for our 5:55 flight.

At that early hour we had the pleasure of
passing through an Honor Guard which lined
the route to the check-in!

The team leaders passed out the boarding
passes which had been prepared earlier. As
we arrived at the departure gate, the
Southwest Airlines gate attendant announced
that our Honor Flight group would board first.
As we started our boarding the other
passengers applauded and cheered. We
occupied the rear of the plane. We were told
that Southwest had donated the tickets to us!
We also learned that BNSF Railroad was a
major financial contributor to the Honor
Flight Network.

Our flight made a stop in Denver. During
that short lay-over, USO volunteers brought
sandwiches and chips to us! The other flight
went through Chicago where they had to

change planes.
Upon our arrival at Dulles airport we were

greeted by a water spray from two fire trucks;
one on either side of the plane! As we left
the plane and proceeded up the walkway,
several volunteers greeted us with applause,
handshakes and hugs. The passengers waiting
for flights also cheered and applauded. We
had dinner at the hotel that night.
Friday, June 8, 2012:

We had breakfast in the Capitol and were
addressed by Oregon Congressman Greg
Walden and Senator Ron Wyden.
Representative Walden read a portion of a
speech he made on the House floor to
recognize the Honor Flight participants from
Portland and Eastern Oregon.

During June 8 and 9 we had the
opportunity to visit the World War II, Navy,
Marine Corps Iwo Jima, Air Force, Viet Nam,
Korean War, Women in Military Service to
America, Lincoln, and Franklin D. Roosevelt
Memorials. And we had the honor of watching
the Changing of the Guard at the Tomb of the
Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery.
While at the WWII Memorial each of us
veterans received a copy of the
Congressional Record wherein Congressman
Walden’s speech was entered. And we each
received a U.S. flag that, at Congressman
Walden’s request, had been flown over the
Capitol on Armed Forces Day, May 19, 2012.

Everywhere we went, starting with the
Honor Guard at the Portland airport at the
beginning, we were thanked for our service
by hundreds of tourists and local residents.
Sunday, June 10, 2012:

The USO provided another sandwich at
Denver on our way home. As we arrived back

SEND ADDRESS CHANGE TO:
M & B Computer Services

104 Windcliffe Dr.
Ballwin, MO 63021

email: billjahn@charter.net
Name ___________________________ Rate__________

Member No. ___________Spouse __________________

Previous Address ________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

New Address ___________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

NOTICE TO POSTAL SERVICE: PLEASE SEND
ALL ADDRESS SERVICE RETURNS TO -
 LASER GRAPHICS, 125 LOCH LOMOND,

SAN ANGELO, TX 76901
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The memoir of an old school,
politically incorrect Chief

One of the few Navy men who has served in the
subsurface Navy (in diesel electric submarines), Bob
also served in the surface (destroyer) Navy, in Vietnam
in a patrol gunboat, in the aviation Navy aboard carriers
and in reconnaissance attack squadrons.

http://navypublishing.com

at Portland airport we were again saluted with
a water spray from two fire trucks. There
were literally hundreds of men, women, and
teenagers gathered at our exit from the jet-
way, and hundreds more after we left the
secured area. There were throngs of men,
women, and teenagers saluting while others
held U. S. flags. I personally was so
overwhelmed and awe struck that I didn’t
notice if they were in a specific uniform or
not. I imagine some were military, police, and
Boy Scouts, but I don’t remember. I almost
cried.

We returned to the Shilo Inn for our good-
byes.

The Honor Flight program is active in 40
states. It started in 2005, the year after the
WWII memorial was dedicated. Through
December, 2011 over 63,000 World War II
veterans have been escorted to their
memorial!

In retrospect, I will say that I am humbled
by the enthusiastic recognition we received
throughout the trip. When given the
opportunity, I think the majority of our
citizens appreciate our service during one of
the most important events in our short history
since 1776. For the most part, men and
women who served our country in World War
Two were not thrill-seekers, not glory
hounds, and definitely not war-mongers. We
had a job to do, and we did it.

I am glad that our government has finally
recognized the fact that members of the
Merchant Marine and WASP are veterans.

Personally, I am proud to have had the
opportunity to serve my country; proud to
have been a part of the great military force
that for many years has helped protect and
preserve the way of life we all enjoy today.

Honor Flight Network By John L. Alford,
SHCM USN Retired
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