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Las Vegas, Nevada
October 17-20, 2012

Las Vegas Boulder Station and Casino
See Details on Page 3 of this Issue!

Vegas Basics
Las Vegas, an ever-changing fantasy-land of a

city, has seen unbelievable expansion since it
emerged from the desert just over 100 years ago.

The sights and sounds of Las Vegas are enjoyed
by millions of visitors every year. They stay in some
of the most glamorous, unique hotels in the world.
They eat at five-star restaurants and expansive
buffets. They play at casinos, pools, health spas
and golf courses. Sometimes (many times, actually)
they even marry each other.

You will be dazzled by Vegas!
Las Vegas Weather
Las Vegas weather will beckon you to go play

outside. With more than 300 days of sunshine every
year, the odds that weather in Las Vegas will be
good to you are in your favor. That’s more
sunshine, more pool time, more golf time and more
sightseeing. When you’re socked in with snow,
we’re enjoying mild days with a light jacket and a
smile. When you’re splish-splashing in puddles,
we’re dining al fresco. And when you’re mowing
your lawn in August, we’re offering poolside
cabanas with bottle service and frozen grapes. It’s
pretty sweet to be a weatherman in this town and
even sweeter to be on vacation.

Leave your rain boots confidently at home and
don’t forget to not pack your mittens. However,
by mid-October, a light jacket may be in order,
especially in the evenings. There’s nothing to keep
you holed up in your room. The only things to see
in our skies are the occasional fireworks and
sightseeing helicopters.

Las Vegas’ weather makes this a great place
to visit all year-round, from the Fourth of July to
Halloween weekend to New Year’s Eve. So, crack
open a window and feel the breeze on your face

because the extended forecast calls for a 100 percent
chance of fun.

Do’s, Dont’s and, OK, Some Maybe’s
Do have lots of fun. Don’t worry too much about

it. And other rules to live by.
Casino Etiquette
It is best to avoid bringing personal electronic

items into the casino. Hotel security is always on the
lookout for photography and video of casino machines
and tables and will quickly remove persons doing so.

All players must be at least 21 years old - no
exceptions.

Health
You are in a desert, and your body will need

fluids, especially in the warner months. Carry a bottle
of water, and be sure to bring sunscreen.

Safety
The high-concentration areas of Las Vegas are

among the safest places for visitors in the world.
Security is tight, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t
take the same precautions that you would at home.
Be aware of your surroundings and stay away from
threatening situations. If gaming, keep an eye on your
purse, change bucket or chips. If there is an incident,
police and security personnel are generally highly
visible.

Vegas Visitor Center
Handy little place that can help you get your

bearings. Hey, everybody loses them sometimes.
Las Vegas Visitor Information Center, 3150

Paradise Road, Las Vegas, NV 89109-9096, 877-
VISITLV (877-847-4858). Open Mon through Fri
8am to 5pm.

Information adapted from the website,
www.visitlasvegas.com. Now go to Page 3 to see
what the 2012 NCPOA Convention has in store
for you!

HaHaHaHaHappppppppppy 119th Biry 119th Biry 119th Biry 119th Biry 119th Birthdathdathdathdathdayyyyy,,,,, CPOs! CPOs! CPOs! CPOs! CPOs!
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF
THE CHIEFS
15 JULY 2012

Editor:
RMCS(SS) Mike R. Ellis, USN (Ret)

702.614.0120
mrellis1@cox.net

THE CHIEFS
THE CHIEFS was established in 1989 as a quar-

terly publication for the National Chief Petty Officers’
Association (NCPOA). This organization is a nonprofit
corporation under and pursuant to the laws of Califor-
nia, and may be identified by the initials NCPOA. Origi-
nal by laws were adopted at the first national conven-
tion held in San Diego, California, 6 October 1989.

Administrative headquarters is at the home of the
current President. As of 1 November 2011, we have en-
listed 3,281  members. There are now seven subsidiary
groups (Chiefs’ Quarters) located in Texas, California,
Illinois, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee and Osage
Heritage (Arkansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and Kansas).
The objectives of this organization shall be to:
1. Honor and publicize as a group (or in some cases
individual) those who have served or are serving as Chief
Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard or the
Reserve Components of those services and who per-
formed such services in an honorable manner.
2. Maintain true allegiance to the government of the
United States and to promote patriotism and pride in
their service in the Navy or Coast Guard and to encour-
age accelerated advancement in those services through
study and accomplishment.
3. Conduct conventions with such members of the
NCPOA to foster camaraderie.
THE CHIEFS is published at least four times each year.

SPECIAL NOTICE
TO ALL MEMBERS

Reminder: If you are not a LIFE MEMBER, annual dues
of $15.00 are due and payable on 1 January of each year.
(New members who join and pay their dues in October,
November or December automatically have their dues
paid not only for that last quarter of the current year, but
the entire following year.) Make checks payable to
NCPOA and send to:

AKCM Marjorie L. Hays
1014 Ronald Drive

Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548
Life Membership Dues for NCPOA

Age Dues Age Dues
25-29 $330.00 55-59 $165.00
30-34 302.50 60-64 137.50
35-39 275.00 65-69 110.00
40-44 247.50 70-74 82.50
45-49 220.00 75 & up 60.00
50-54 192.50
New Members Add $5.00 Application Fee to Above Rates
IF YOU ARE MOVING, if your address label is incorrect,
please send changes to:

M & B Computer Services
104 Windcliffe Dr., Ballwin, MO 63021

E-mail: BILLJAHN@charter.net
CHIEFS’ QUARTERS  are the subsidiary groups of the
NCPOA. To form a Chiefs’ Quarters, it is necessary to
have at least ten (10) CPOs, former, retired, reserve, and/
or active, currently in good standing  with the National
Chief Petty Officers’ Association. Each Chiefs’ Quarters
sets their own local dues not to exceed the national dues
of $15.00 per year. At least four officers—President, Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer—must be elected. Any
member of the NCPOA may start a Chiefs’ Quarters by
forwarding the names of the officers, and a request for a
charter to the National Chiefs’ Quarters Chairman, AZC
Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret), 6 St. Thomas Court,
Stafford, VA 22556 ,703.232.7328 - Jerry’s Cell,
703.283.6960, Sandy’s Cell, jerrylsweeney@gmail.com.
These Chiefs’ Quarters must agree to have at least one
meeting per year and may include an entire state.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS are usually spouses of mem-
bers, or may be recommended by a friend based on the
Associate’s interest in the NCPOA. These members do
pay dues but hold no offices. They may assist at the
Annual Conventions with host/hostess duties.
NATIONAL ANNUAL CONVENTIONS are held in Oc-
tober of each year. Bids are presented at the annual con-
vention at least three years in advance for planning pur-
poses and person presenting the bid is expected to be
the General Chairman for the convention. National Board
determines costs of convention, etc.

2012 - Las Vegas, Nevada
2013 - Tennessee (Location TBA)
2014 - Tacoma, Washington Area

THE BART LONGO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Sponsored by: The National Chief Petty Officers’ Association

Requirements:
1. The scholarship consists of two $1,000.00 awards annually. One award will go to a high school graduate and

one to an upper classman or graduate student.
2. The applicants must be family members of NCPOA members in good standing (living or deceased); or current

members of the NCPOA.
3. The applicants are required to send one completed application form (Appendix A) with a copy of their official

high school/college transcript and a first quarter college curriculum. (Must be taking a full load for credit.) If
not available, tell in your own words your plan of study.

4. All applications must be postmarked no later than May 15 for the year of entry. The NCPOA Selection Commit-
tee will announce its selections on July 1 of that year. Recipients will be notified by telephone and in writing.
Application forms may be photocopied locally. Selection is based on high school transcripts and not on financial
need. NOTE: Seek assistance from your high school guidance counselor to complete high school transcript
request (Appendix B) and application.

Mail applications to:     MSCM Boye B. Sweet
7038 Via Valverde

San Jose, CA 95135-1339
Instructions for Completion and Submission of Application Form:
1. The entries on the application form must be completely accurate and legible. (Typewritten or printed in black ink.)
2. Read all instructions to insure accuracy of all answers.
3. As used in this application, the term “sponsor” refers to the parent, step-parent, grandparent or legal guardian, living or deceased,

through whose membership in the NCPOA applicants eligibility for this program is claimed.
4. Ensure that the information you enter about your sponsor fully describes accurately his/her latest status.
5. Review the form for completeness and all answers for accuracy.
6. Fill in all blocks. If “none” or “not applicable,” so state.
7. Sign the application form and ensure that it is also signed by your sponsor.
8. Your sponsor is encouraged to supply supplemental information on your background as is deemed necessary.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ALL COMPLETED APPLICATIONS AND TRANSCRIPTS IS MAY 15.

PART I - APPLICANT INFORMATION     APPENDIX A

1. Applicant Name:

2. Permanent Address:

3. Email Address: 4. SSN:

5. Home Phone Number:        6. Cell Number: 7. School Phone Number:

PART II - SPONSOR INFORMATION

1. Full Name of Sponsor: NCPOA Member Number:

2. Address of Sponsor:

3. Last Rank, Rate, or Grade Held by Sponsor:

4. Service No. or SSN: 5. Enlisted Rating:

6. Name and Address of Current Duty Station or Reserve Unit of Sponsor:

7. Date of Discharge/Retirement:

8: Relationship of Sponsor to Applicant:

9. Signature of Sponsor:

PART III - EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (Both School and Community)

HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT REQUEST    APPENDIX B
Privacy Act Statement

Authority to request this information is derived from United States Code 301. Purpose of the request is to obtain
information about academic performance of the applicant and it will be used by the scholarship sponsoring organization
to evaluate applicant’s academic achievement. Applicant must authorize release of transcript data.
The below named high school/college has my permission to release my official transcript to the scholarship sponsor
given below.

Student Signature:_____________________________
INSTRUCTIONS
High school officials are requested to complete this form, attach a copy of the student’s official transcript, including
grades achieved, and forward to the person name below. Transcripts must be received by the scholarship committee on
or before May 15.    Mail to:  MSCM Boye B. Sweet, 7038 Via Valverde, San Jose, CA 95135-1339

Provide the following information even if given on transcript:

Student’s Name (Last, First, Middle)

Student’s Address

Name and Address of High School

Student’s Dates of Attendance

Cumulative High School GPA

SAT/VERBAL SAT/MATH

ACT Composite

High School/College Class Size High School/College Rank

Remarks by Couselors or Teachers that may be beneficial to the Scholarship Sponsor

Name of School Official Title

Signature of School Official Date

OFFICIAL COPY OF TRANSCRIPT MUST BE ATTACHED!
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2012 Convention Registration Form
Boulder Station Hotel & Casino • Las Vegas, Nevada

October 17-20, 2012
Please Return This Form Not Later than SEPTEMBER 10.

(See address below.)

Name on Badge______________________________ Rate _______________

Name______________________________________ Rate _______________

________________________________________________________________

Spouse/Guest _____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________  State ________ Zip ____________

Daytime Phone_________________  Email ____________________________

Select Your Convention Events
Event                     No. of people/Cost             Amount

Registration Fee

(Each person must be registered) ................ #_________ @ $20.00 = $ __________

Wed. 17 Oct.   - President’s Reception

(See Menu in this Issue) ............................... #_________ @  $23.00 = $ _________

Thurs. 18 Oct. - Grand Canyon South Rim Package Tour

(See Itinerary in This Issue) .......................... #_________ @  $62.50 = $ _________

Fri. 19 Oct. - Las Vegas City Tour Package

(See Itinerary in This Issue) .......................... #_________ @  $22.50 = $ _________

Sat. 20 Oct. - NCPOA Banquet Dinner ............... #_________ @  $39.00 = $__________

Select choice for sit-down Banquet Dinner:
Grilled Chicken Breast w/ Honey B-B-Q Sauce ................................  # _________
Grilled New York Steak 6 oz. w/ Peppercorn Demi Glaze ................. # _________
Fresh Grilled Salmon w/ Lemon Butter ............................................  # _________
All dinners come with Salad, Coffees, Iced Tea, Chef’s choice of two Vegetables,

Warm rolls and butter, Chef’s special dessert.
• As CPOs, you are responsible for your guests.
• Alcoholic beverages are available self-service. 
• By your registration, you agree to hold the NCPOA harmless for any and all accidents and
injury that may occur during this convention.

____________________________________________ ________________
Signature of Member Date

............................................................................ Total enclosed    $ _______________

Please complete this form and send with your check payable to
“NCPOA” no later than September 10 to:

AZCM Robert L. McCauley, USN (Ret.)
9836 Kernville Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89134

2012 NCPOA Convention, Hotel, and Tour Information
Boulder Station Hotel & Casino • Las Vegas, Nevada

October 17-20, 2012

HOTEL RESERVATIONS:
(Make reservations by September 15, 2012)

The room rate per day is $45.00 plus tax for weekdays and $60.00
plus tax for Friday and Saturday with the resort fee of $13.00 waived for
NCPOA guests. If you make your hotel reservations online, Boulder
Station reservations department charges an additional $12.99 “amenity
fee” at check-in.  So, make reservation through the hotel, (800) 678-
2846 – Select Stations Casinos (option 3) from the menu, then, select
Boulder Station. Make reservation as a member of the NCPOA and this
“Amenity Fee” is waived.

CONVENTION ITINERARY:
Wednesday, October 17:
• Hospitality Room 1610 opens at 0800 – Convention Registration
• President’s Reception - Evening ($23.00 per person)
DELI PLATTER BUFFET – Potato Salad, Pasta Salad, Baked Beans, a
selection of Fresh Sliced Deli Meats, Assorted Cheeses, Breads, Rolls and
Butter, Coffees, Iced Tea and Assorted Cookies for Dessert.

Thursday, October 18:
• Hospitality Room 1610 opens at 0800
• GRAND CANYON SOUTH RIM TOUR - $62.50 Per Person: The most
popular guided and narrated luxury bus tour to the Grand Canyon’s South Rim
National Park: We will travel over the recently opened Colorado River over
crossing at Hoover Dam then through the desert to Kingman Arizona for
Breakfast and a pit stop; continuing through colorful wilderness to America’s
most spectacular natural wonder, the Grand Canyon, where we will spend 3
hours taking in the grandeur of the sights from both Bright Angel and Mather’s
Points. There are snack bars, souvenirs shops and clean rest room facilities
too. You will see the deepest, widest, and longest views of the canyon from the
overlooks. Our return will also have a pit stop in Kingman AZ. This is a full
day tour and departs from the rear valet area at 7:00 am and returns after 8:30
pm. Be at rear valet area NLT 0645. Limited seating so order early. Price
includes admission but does not include lunch. Cost is only $62.50 per person.

Friday, October 19:
• Hospitality Room 1610 opens at 0800
• LAS VEGAS CITY TOUR - $23.50 Per Person: Our private charter bus
for 8 hours will visit the Boulder City Museum that reenacts the building of the
Hoover Dam, then, on to Hoover Dam over the old 2 lane crossing with a
photo opportunity at the overlook. Then, we motor through the City of
Boulder on our way to Nellis AFB where we will view the USAF Museum;
quick stop at the PX to get your souvenirs at best prices in town; then, we
proceed to the Base Chapel for our memorial service; then, lunch at the
officers club. After departing Nellis AFB, we motor down the “Strip” along
Las Vegas Boulevard, stopping and shopping at points of interest including the
now famous “Pawn Stars” location. Next stop is the Red Rock National Park
for a windshield tour of this beautiful rock formation with its distinctive
coloration. Price does not include lunch. Departs from the real valet area at
9:00 am and returns about 5:00 pm. Be at rear valet area NLT 0845. Limited
seats so get your registration in ASAP. $23.50 per person.

Saturday, October 20:
• Hospitality Room 1610 opens at 0800
• NCPOA Banquet Dinner - Evening

AIRPORT SHUTTLE SERVICE
Boulder Station offers daily complimentary shuttle service to and from McCarran
National Airport.
Boulder Station to Airport Airport to Boulder Station

6:00 am 7:15 am
7:50 am 9:05 am
9:40 am 10:55 am
11:30 am 1:05 pm
1:40 pm 2:55 pm
3:30 pm 4:55 pm
5:30 pm 6:45 pm
7:10 pm 8:25 pm
9:00 pm —

Incoming airport passengers may board the White Shuttle Van at Ground Zero
located adjacent to the Baggage Claim area. The Shuttle will be parked across
the street from stall number 23.
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About the hotel...

Transport yourself to our newly renovated, stylish rooms and suites. Our
rooms sport a “boutique feel” with modern and hip decor, 40-inch plasma TVs
and a spacious sitting area.Catch some Zzzz’s by resting on the soft, comfy
pillow-top mattresses or just relax by enjoying room service delivered directly to
you for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. Amenities include high-speed Wi-Fi, computer
desks (especially convenient for our business travelers), use of our fitness room
and pool. Most outstanding is our friendly service!

Boulder Station located only seven miles from the Las Vegas McCarran
Airport offers the ultimate guest experience beginning with our Traditional Victorian
atmosphere of hardwood walkways and beautiful stained glass.

It is non-stop action here at Boulder Station with Live Entertainment, Award
Winning Restaurants, Eleven Movie Theatres and so much more!

(See more information at www.boulderstation.com.)
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MESSAGE FROM
THE NCPOA PRESIDENT

Hello Fellow Chiefs and Chiefs’ Mates,
Time continues to

keep “marching forward”
and it is only five months
before our 2012 Annual
National Convention
which will be in Las Vegas.
The convention venue is
the Boulder Station Hotel
& Casino from 17-20
October. Master Chief

Bob McCauley is the convention chairman. Those
of you who attended the convention in San Diego in
2009 will attest to the fact that Bob hosted a fantastic
convention, and I am sure the Las Vegas convention
will surpass San Diego’s. Additional information on
the convention is in this issue of The Chiefs. Bob has
done an excellent job in keeping the “costs” down
and from what I have been informed; everyone should
have a “really good time”. Room rates cannot be
much cheaper than we will have. This convention
will be the NCPOA’s 25th Annual Convention. I
suspect Bob will have “something special” for the
attendees.

The Chiefs’ Mates are having an auction after
the banquet on Saturday evening. It is requested that
each attendee bring an item or two for the auction.
All of the proceeds will be given to the NCPOA
Scholarship Fund. This is an excellent opportunity
to have some fun (auctions are always fun, especially
when one starts bidding against themselves) and to
increase the balance in the scholarship fund. Besides,
I am sure there will be an item that you “must have”
and can’t live without it!

The 2013 Annual Convention is scheduled to be
held in Nashville, Tennessee. Chief Carl Anderson
and the Middle Tennessee Chiefs Quarters are
soliciting information from the local area hotels and

should have some information presented to me in the
near future. Just as soon as I get a report from Carl,
I will pass along to the NCPOA membership. Carl
was the organizer of the Chief Quarters that was
instituted in November 2010.

The 2014 Annual Convention will be held in the
Tacoma, Washington area. Chief “John” Johnson is
the convention chairman and he will be “master-
minding” this convention. John has hosted many
regional and one national convention for the FRA,
so he has experience in hosting a good convention.
The Pacific Northwest is a beautiful place to hold a
convention. Dates have not been established, but we
try to hold our national conventions each year in
October. More information on that convention will
be distributed as it become available.

We are looking for a chairman and location for
the 2015 Convention. That decision will be made at
the Las Vegas convention. If you are interested, please
contact one of the officers listed in the masthead.

The Editor of THE CHIEFS is always looking
for bios of our members. If you would like to share
your civilian and military experiences with others, this
is the place to do so. Just contact the Editor.

And speaking of the Editor, on behalf of all the
members of the NCPOA, I would like to thank Mike
for doing an outstanding job as the Editor. Mike
volunteered for this position at the last national
convention and is doing an excellent job! Thanks,
Mike. I know this is a thankless job for the many
man-hours expended each month.

As you know, NCPOA sponsors The Bart
Longo Memorial Scholarship Program and usually
give out two $1,000 scholarships to deserving
students each year. The fund can always use donations
(the sole source of income), so please consider making
a tax deductible donation to the program. Any
questions refer to this issue of THE CHIEFS.

AZC Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret)

It is time to look forward to
meeting you and all the Chiefs in
Las Vegas in October.

 I had scheduled a craft class
for Saturday morning using dry
flowers, but after doing some
research, it would be take longer

than I thought it would. The new one will be much
easier and I think more fun, and much better as you
will be able to wear it.  Enough said about this.  I do
hope all Chiefs’ Mates plan to attend the craft class.
We not only have something new to learn, we have
fun talking and enjoying each other’s company.

We would like to support the NCPOA
Scholarship Fund so please bring a few items that
can be auctioned off at the banquet on Saturday
evening.  Let’s raise lots of money and have fun.

I hope to see lots of ladies attending the convention
and going on the sightseeing tours that Bob has
planned, as they sound really great.  Maybe we can
even win some money at the casino.

I am looking forward to seeing all of you in
October in LAS VEGAS.

Sandy Sweeney

TheCHIEFS’Mates

From the time I was six years old, which is the
age that my mom first made me eat cream chipped
beef, I knew I wanted to go into the service. Desire
to join the Navy came after I had read a few stories
about life at sea, and better yet, life in foreign ports. I
was always a “news junkie” so going into the
telecommunications part of the Navy was definitely a
given. I wanted to be a radioman so bad, I took typing
in high school, and I joined the Ham Radio Club so I
could learn the Morse code.

I graduated at the top of my U.S. Navy Radioman
Class “A” school; then, I attended High Speed Code
School. After code school, I reported to the USS
Columbus CG-12, home ported Norfolk, and join
my brother onboard. During the 1960s, the Navy
had a Brother Duty Program, and I was lucky that I
had a brother serving on a ship that wasn’t going to
Vietnam. I thought it would be cool to be on the same
ship as my brother, Carl, and together we could visit
all the countries bordering the Mediterranean Sea.

My brother was a Fire Control Technician, and
the Columbus being a guided missile cruiser, the ship
was overpopulated with those guys, and they
swarmed all over the place. During the Atlantic transit
and during the MED cruise, Carl worked 8 AM to 5
PM six days a week, while I worked 16 hour a day
seven days a week in the Main Communications
spaces. According to Carl, he and his fellow FTs

(“Missile-eers” we affectionately called them) spent
their work-days rumor mongering or bragging on how
many times they got laid in Barcelona.

Carl told me the FTs were infamous for starting
rumors. Some of them would either go to the bow or
go into the Weapons Office and start a rumor. Then,
they’d go down to the mess decks and see how long
it would take for the rumor to get back to them. One
day during the Atlantic transit to the MED, Carl went
up to the Weapons Office and told a young FT who
had recently married that the ship was going to turn
around in Gibraltar and head right back to the States.
Carl explained to the newlywed that peace had
broken out unexpectedly and there wasn’t any reason
for us to be in the MED. The young newlywed asked
Carl how he could come upon such highly classified
information. Carl told him, “I’ve got a brother in Main
Comm.” That’s all it took. That kid broke out of there
and told everyone he saw that Columbus would be
heading back to the states five-and-a-half months
early. As you can imagine, good news like that travels
fast on a ship full of horny sailors.

During the beginning hours of the rumor, I was
on watch in Main Comm pulling messages off the
teletype fleet broadcast. I didn’t hear anything about
the rumor until that night at 1900 when the ship’s
captain made an announcement on the 1MC. “In as
much as it’s fun to start rumors, and even more fun to

pass them on, we will not be returning to Norfolk
until our six month cruise requirement is completed.”
While I listened to the captain over the 1MC, I
wonder how in the hell that rumor ever got started,
because all the messages I was pulling off the fleet
broadcast teletype were about events that would
happen once we INCHOP MED.”

The next morning, a Marine standing at the foot
of my rack woke me and told me that the XO wanted
to see me, NOW!

At 0608, I was led into the XO’s stateroom. I
stood at attention while a commander with an irate
expression looked up from his desk. “So Kamradt, I
understand you have a brother in T-1 Division?”

“Yes Sir, I do.”
“Did you or did you not tell him that we were

going back to the states when we got to Gibraltar?”
“No sir, I didn’t!”
“Would you like to take care of this, Kamradt,

or do you want me to?”
“I’ll take care of it, sir!”
The XO smiled and said, “You do that, son.”
Well, I got my sorry butt up to Carl’s workspace

and read him the riot act. I would have hit him if he
wasn’t laughing so hard.

I hold precious memories of those Navy days
with my brother. Rest in peace, Carl. Your family
dearly misses you.

By Michael Kamradt,
USN VeteranI’ve Got a Brother in Main Comm
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Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members
The application provided below is for your convenience to clip out and share with a fellow Chief who is not yet a member.

Do the Chief and the organization a favor and pass this along to him or her!
The opposite side of this application bears a message from the Membership Director

(cut on dotted line)

R
eceived from

:
____________________

$
___________

 for N
C

P
O

A
 M

em
bership

R
eceived by:______________D

ate:
___

(retain until m
em

bership card is received)

NATIONAL CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS’  ASSOCIATION
I certify that I am serving/have served as a Chief Petty Officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard for a period of at least 30 days:

NAME__________________________________________________________RATE/RANK __________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________SPOUSE ____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

DATEOF BIRTH____/____/_____NAVY SERIAL NO./SSN________-_______-________Email: _______________________

Service:          USN          USNR         USCG          Active          Ret.         Veteran

Recruited By: _________________________________________________________________________________________

SHIPS/STATIONS: _____________________________________________________________________________________

MAIL TO: AZC JERRY L. SWEENEY, 6 THOMAS COURT, STAFFORD, VA 22556, jerrylsweeney@gmail.com

Street/Rt.

City State Zip Area Code/Tel. No.

Photocopy
of this Application

is Authorized.

Application fee: $ 5.00
One year’s dues: $15.00
Total: $20.00

Make checks payable to:
NCPOA

Morse Code or CW (continuous wave) has been around and in use for
many years.  But, with the invention of radio voice communications and many
other newer modes of communications, Morse Code has been slowing fading
from common use, as a means of long or short range radio communications.  In
years of the past, Morse Code (CW) was the main means by our Radiomen for
communications to/from US Navy Ships and Shore Stations around the globe.
Of course, our other Military Services and many commercially operated
communications companies also used the Morse Code.  But, it’s also commonly
known as the mode of radio communications, which will get through the noise
and interference - when no other mode will reliably be heard! And of course, our
US Navy Signalmen still use Morse Code (flashing light) as a fast and reliable
tactical communications mode between ships in visual range.

Samuel F. B. Morse (1791 - 1872) contributed to the invention of the single-
wire telegraph (1832 - short range & 1838 - long range) and was the co-inventor
(early 1840’s - Alfred Vail) of the Morse Code. The newer International Morse
Code came about in the 1890’s, as the Morse Code was becoming a far reaching
viable means of quick and accurate communications.  There are many other
persons and dates associated with the Morse Code and its use.  I will not go into
them here.

One of the most common Morse Code symbols is “SOS” -or- “dit-dit-dit-
dah-dah-dah-dit-dit-dit”. By international treaty, it is the symbol used for
“distress.”

One of the more notable uses of Morse Code, over radio, was during the
sinking of the R.M.S. Titanic during April 14 & 15, 1912.  There was only one
wireless-operator on the ship Carpathia (the rescue ship, 58 miles away) and
that was Harold Cottam. Mr. Cottam copied the SOS call from the R.M.S.
Titanic and at once took the grave situation message straight to the bridge of the
Carpathia. The Officers on the bridge paid no attention to their wireless-operator,
Mr. Cottam.  Mr. Cottam then jumped the chain of command and went straight
to the Master’s Cabin and awoke Captain Arthur Rostron.  The Captain gave a
message to Mr. Cottam to send back to the R.M.S. Titanic, that they were 58
miles away and will travel at top-speed to give assistance. The R.M.S. Titanic
had two wireless-operators.  They were Mr. Harold Bride (survived the sinking
with injuries) and Mr. Jack Phillips (died of exposure). The three wireless-
operators involved, all worked for the company “Marconi,” which supplied
equipment and operators to these ships. After this high-level event at sea, there
was a great push to get Morse Code (CW) installed on all ships and many shore
station areas.  This year is the 100th anniversary of the Titanic sinking.

US Navy Radiomen (RM - now called IT) were once taught the Morse
Code during their Navy School training.  Signalmen (SM’s) and some branches
of the Cryptologic Technician Group (CT) are still taught the Morse Code during
their Navy School training.

An example of an important use of the Morse Code came during an Indian
Ocean (IO) Deployment in 1974 - USS Paul DE-1080 from Mayport Florida.
Most ports of call along the African Coast required that our ship check in with
the port-authority on 500KHz International Distress Frequency Morse Code,
then move off to another operating frequency of their choice.  Those Morse
Code radio communications were done to/from Radio Central by the RMs.  If
not done correctly, figure there would be no permission to enter port. Then there
would have been no “liberty call” in that particular port. Not sure what sort of
trouble the Radiomen would have endured, but I know one thing for sure - no
hot pastry deliveries from the Mess-Cooks, during our mid-watches.  The Mess-
Cooks took very good care of the Radiomen back in those days. When the time
came for High-Seas Telephone Operator -or- HAM Radio Operator hookup
for phone calls to loved ones back in the States, the Mess-Cooks wanted to be
first in line behind the Skipper and the XO.

There is another group of individuals who still use the Morse Code (CW).
They are called Amateur Radio Operators or HAMS.  But, not all HAMS use
that mode of communications.  A few years ago, the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) removed the “requirement” that the higher license classes of
Amateur Radio Operators know the Morse Code.  During the past several years,
the number of HAM license classes have been reduced to three—Technician,
General, and Extra; and none of them are required to know the Morse Code.
Morse Code (CW) is still in extensive use by the older group of HAMs. Those
dits and dahs can be mostly heard at the lower end of each of the authorized
Amateur Radio Frequency bands.  Many other modes of communications are
also in use by HAMs.  Some are Lower Side Band (LSB), Upper Side Band
(USB), Amplitude Modulation (AM), Frequency Modulation (FM), Radio
Teletype (RTTY), Slow Scan Color TV, Facsimile (FAX), and PSK-31 (a form
of very narrow band RTTY using a computer.) There are other modes of HAM
radio communications, but I will not mention them here.

Some of you may remember a “communications race” on the Jay Leno TV
Show, where Jay had two HAM Radio Operators (using Morse Code) and two
young folks (using cell phone texting mode) compete in a speed test.  Both sets
of operators were required to send the same written message.  The two HAM
Radio Operators finished sending the written message well before the two young
folks were finished texting. That goes to show you that this old-time communications
mode can be better-faster than the newer communication mode.

Figure 1, the
Vibroplex key—
nicknamed “BUG”
—was a com-
plicated, hand
operated electro-
mechanical device
designed to send the
Morse Code at high-
speed.  Some US
Navy Radiomen
were sent to Fleet
Training Schools to
learn the use of the
BUG.  When they

graduated, they were given a High Speed CW Operator License and a BUG of
their own. They carried it back to their particular US Navy Ship.  The BUG was
still US Navy Property and each Radioman had to take care of it and safe guard
it like it was his
own.

Figure 2 is an
older US Navy J-
38 key. Note the
“Navy Knob,”
which made the
operators fingers
less likely to
become tired
during long hours
of setting those US
Navy Radio-
Central CW Net
Watches.

By Richard W. McDaniel, RMC,
USN Retired.The Slowly Dying Art of Morse Code
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Dear Fellow Chief:
The National Chief Petty Officers Association was formed in 1988 in order to provide a platform for airing issues which affect us as active duty, retired and veteran

Chiefs. Its specific purpose is to generate world wide awareness of the importance of Regular and Reserve Chief Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard of the
past, present and future, to encourage young sailors to appreciate the importance of study and advancement within the various ratings of these services; to promote
reunions of members for remembering, camaraderie and good fellowship; to maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United States of America and to foster true
patriotism.

Our next Convention in 2012 will be in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Local Chapters, or “Chiefs’ Quarters” will be and are being formed, which provide the backbone of our Association. These local Chiefs’ Quarters meet frequently and

form the basis for lasting friendships. If one does not now exist in your area, you are urged to form one.
Your dues include our newsletter, THE CHIEFS, published quarterly each year. In it will be the news of the day for Chiefs.
We hope that you will join with us. Criteria for membership is that you are serving or have served as a Chief for at least 30 days. Please take the time to fill out this

application and mail it today.
Thank you,
HAIL TO THE CHIEFS,
AZC Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret)
6 St. Thomas Court
Stafford, VA 22556
jerrylsweeney@gmail.com Application Fee: $5.00

(one time only) plus
$15.00 per calendar
year dues.

Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members

I am enclosing $5.00 plus $____________ 1 yr. $______________ 2 yrs.   $_____________ Total $______________ Life
I certify that I have served as Chief Petty Officer for at least 30 days in the U.S. Navy or U. S. Coast Guard.
In consideration of being accepted as a member of the NCPOA, I further certify that I will abide by the rules
and by-laws of that organization. __________________________________________

Signature (Please Do Not Type or Print)      .

Life Membership Dues for NCPOA
Age Dues Age Dues Age Dues Age Dues
25-29 $330.00 40-44 247.50 55-59 $165.00 70-74 82.50
30-34 302.50 45-49 220.00 60-64 137.50 75 & up 60.00
35-39 275.00 50-54 192.50 65-69 110.00

NOTE: New Members add $5.00 Application Fee to above rates.
(Note: Life Membership Dues represent a 45% savings over yearly dues.)

On April 24, 1945 (67 years ago) the USS
Frederick C. Davis, DE-136, was sunk by the
German U-boat, U-546 (captained by Paul Just). The
USS Frederick C. Davis was the last ship lost in the
war due to German action. The ship was named after
Ensign Frederick Curtice Davis who was killed during
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

The USS Frederick C. Davis was participating
in Operation Teardrop in the western Atlantic as part
of a special surface barrier force that was formed to
protect the Atlantic coast from the threat of close
penetration by German submarines.

I wish to commemorate the 115 lives that were
lost that day, including my grandfather, William Glass
USN MOMM2C—Motor Machinist Mate Second
Class. It is just as important to acknowledge those
men that survived and had to live with that memory.
Thanks from the bottom of my heart to these men
that paid the ultimate price for freedom.

What a brave generation, what a special
generation. Never Forget!

I wish that I had the opportunity to know you,
Gramps!

USS Frederick C. Davis, DE-136

William Glass USN MOMM2C

Commemorating the Crew of DE-136
By Marc Tepe, DE-136 Chronicler

The Origin of
the Super Chiefs

(Reprinted from The Goat Locker)
The pay grades of E-8 and E-9, Senior Chief and

Master Chief, were created effective June 1, 1958,
under a 1958 Amendment to the Career Compensation
Act of 1949. Eligibility for promotion to E-8, the Senior
Chief level, was restricted to Chiefs (Permanent
Appointment) with a minimum of four years in grade
and a total of ten years of service. For elevation from
E- 7 to Master Chief, E-9, a minimum of six years
service as a Chief Petty Officer with a total of 13
years service was required. The E-5 through E-9 levels
included all ratings except Teleman and Printer which
at the time were being phased-out of the naval rating
structure. People holding those ratings were absorbed
or converted to Yeoman or Radioman from Teleman
and primarily to Lithographer from Printer. Service-
wide examinations for outstanding Chiefs were held
on August 5, 1958, with the first promotions becoming
effective on November 16, 1958. A few months later,
a second group of Chiefs from the February 1959
examinations were elevated to E-8 and E-9 effective
on May 16, 1959. The names of the first two groups
of selectees are listed in Bureau of Naval Personnel
Notices 1430 of October 17, 1958, and May 20, 1959.
After the May 1959 elevations, promotions to E-9 were
through Senior Chief only.

On July 1, 1965, compression of several ratings at
the two top grades was enforced. Six new rating titles
were created: Master Chief Steam Propulsionman,
Master Chief Aircraft Maintenanceman, Master Chief
Avionics Technician, Master Chief Precision
Instrumentman, Master Chief Constructionman, and
Master Chief Equipmentman.

Conversely, about four years later, on February
15, 1969, some expansion at the Senior and Master
Chief grades eliminated Master Chief Steam
Propulsionman. Expanded rates included Master and
Senior Chief Torpedoman’s Mate, Quartermaster, and
Storekeeper. Seven ratings were reestablished at the
E-8 and E-9 grades, presenting the opportunity for
Chiefs to again advance within their specialty to E-9.
The seven affected ratings were Signalman, Mineman,
Aircrew Survival Equipmentman, Aviation
Storekeeper, Aviation Maintenance Administrationman,
and Boiler Technician.

On January 1, 1991, three ratings were merged
into one. Antisubmarine Warfare Technician, Aviation
Fire Control Technician, and Aviation Electronics
Technician ratings at the E-3 through the E-8 petty
officer grades were merged into the single rating of
Aviation Electronics Technician. At the same time, the
rating of Avionics Maintenance Technician (E-9 only)
remained as the normal path of advancement from
the rates of Senior Chief Aviation Electronics
Technician and Senior Chief Aviation Electrician’s
Mate.
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The date was May 7, 1945, and a 150 ship
Allied convoy was sailing from Oran Algeria,
(Mers El Kabir) to East Coast ports of the USA.
One of the escort vessels protecting the convoy
from German U-boats was my ship—the Coast
Guard manned patrol frigate USS Gladwyne
(PF-62). The convoy included freighters,
tankers, and transports from around the
Mediterranean and Southern Europe that had
gathered off Gibraltar for a 23-day trip across
the North Atlantic. Escort power included a
destroyer in forward position carrying the
SOPA (Senior Officer Present Afloat) and in
company with destroyer escorts or patrol
frigates—normally two on each side of the
convoy sweeping for enemy submarines.
Whenever a sonar contact was confirmed by
any of the escort vessels, other escorts would
steam over the contact location dropping depth
charges, K-gun and “hedgehog” missiles.
Location of this convoy on this date was 48
degrees 20 minutes west and 33 degrees 15
minutes north, which placed it about halfway
between Gibraltar and the East Coast target
ports of Norfolk, New York, and Boston.

On this May 7, 1945, the Germans declared
surrender at 10:40 AM, GMT, and all ships at
sea received the following message via Navy
Fox Broadcast:

LONDON: THE BRITISH MINISTRY OF
INFORMATION ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT
TOMORROW WOULD BE TREATED AS
VICTORY DAY IN EUROPE AND THAT KING
EDWARD AND PRIME MINISTER
CHURCHILL WOULD ADDRESS THE
BRIISH PEOPLE. THE FLENSBURGT
GERMAN RADIO BROADCAST AN
ANNOUNCEMENT FROM COUNT
LUDWIG VON KROSIK FOREIGN
MINISTER, IN THE GERMAN
GOVERNMENT OF GRAND ADMIRAL
DOENITZ THAT THE GERMAN HIGH
COMMAND HAD DECLARED THE
UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER OF ALL
FIGHTING GERMAN TROOPS. A  DISPATCH
FROM RHEIMS STATED THAT GERMANY
HAD SURRENDERED UNCONDITIONALLY
TO THE WESTERN ALLIED AND RUSSIAN
ALLIED SUPREME HEADQUARTERS IN
PARIS. PRESIDENT  TRUMAN SAID HE
WAS WITHOLDING ANY ANNOUNCEMENT
UNTIL ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE
COMPLETED FOR A MUTUAL STATEMENT
HERE IN LONDON AND IN MOSCOW.

LONDON: FEUHER GRAND ADMIRAL
KARL DOENITZ TODAY ORDERED ALL
GERMAN U-BOATS STILL IN ACTION,
APPROXIMATELY THREE HUNDRED, TO
CEASE HOSTILITIES AND RETURN TO
PORT IMMEDIATELY; THUS ENDING THE
NAZIS RUTHLESS UNDERWATER
CAMPAIGN WHICH COST THE ALLIED
NATIONS MILLIONS OF TONS OF
SHIPPING. THE ORDER FROM DOENITZ,
FORMER LEADER OF THE GERMAN NAVY,
WAS BROADCAST BY THE GERMAN
CONTROLLED FLENSBURG RADIO.
DOENITZ WAS NEW REICH LEADER.

PARIS RADIO BROADCASTED A
FRENCH COMMUNIQUE SAYING THAT

ALL GERMAN FORCES HOLDING THE
FRENCH PORT OF LA ROCHELLE HAD
SURRENDERED, AND SPAIN HAD
SEVERED DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH
GERMANY.

Allied ships at sea then received word that
German subs had orders to surface and fly a
black flag to surrender. As the result of this
information, submarine boarding parties were
organized in case it became necessary to take
over a surrendered submarine. A coxswain,
several gunners mates and machinist mate
under a junior officer made up this group which
drilled several times every day. Our convoy
encountered no surrendered U-boats, but we
were told that the convoy ahead of us did in
fact execute a capture.

Even though our convoy had received the
surrender information, battle conditions
continued the rest of the way into Boston, i.e.
continue sweeping and no running lights

At our home port of Boston Navy Yard,
ship’s crew was given much needed liberty,
needed maintenance was completed.  Realizing
the enemy in the Pacific was flying suicide
missions into ships, the Gladwyne was ordered
to install additional 20 mm anti-aircraft guns;
the Gladwyne was also armed with “quad” 40
mm and 3" cannon on the bow.

To afford gunners mates more training,
exercises for target practice were conducted
off Casco Bay, Maine. These drills occupied
most of the month of June and on July 31, 1945
the Gladwyne was ordered through the Panama
Canal to Honolulu.

In company with another patrol frigate,
Gladwyne sailed for the Pacific side of the war
to meet the other enemy, Hirohito’s dwindling
forces. While cruising at economical speed and
approaching the Windward Passage area, we
received a Navy radio message that required a
decisive response. A  hurricane was developing
close to our course to the Panama Canal. We
had two choices: either try to outrun it, or head
to a safe port. After discussions between the
skipper, engineering officer, and chiefs; we
decided to outrun the storm at flank speed.
Washington kept us advised as to the
coordinates of the worst areas of the storm,
and we eventually left the hurricane behind. Our
ship had never steamed at flank speed for that
length of time, but it served us very well and
with no boiler, engine or auxiliary problems.

Ships transiting the Panama Canal maneuver
across the freshwater Gatun Lake. During our
passage over Gatun Lake en route to the Pacific
side, we put hoses over the side and filled our
fresh water tanks with good water, lessening
use of our onboard evaporators.

My older brother, Walter, regular Navy, was
in the service several years before the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor. Through mail from our
mother, we had information as to where the
other was serving. I knew that brother Walter
was somewhere in the Pacific theater.

As Chief Machinists Mate on Gladwyne,
my station for docking and preparing for sea
duty was in charge of main engine room. While
approaching Pearl Harbor when I was on station
in the engine room, I contacted the

quartermaster on the bridge and asked if he
would query Pearl control and discover if a
Destroyer Escort named USS Laning (APD-55)
was in port. An affirmative was replied and we
were told the Laning was at the ammo-dock
preparing to depart tomorrow. The Laning was
my brother, Walt’s, ship!

After the Gladwyne was satisfactorily
secured at the dock, I asked the executive
officer for permission to use our motor launch
which had been lowered and was tied alongside.
He said that as soon as the launch had gone for
ship’s mail and returned the launch was mine.

With the launch crew, we found the ammo
station and the Laning secured alongside a dock
in the process of loading ammo and small
stores. We tied the launch to a ladder on
starboard side aft.  As I hit the deck after
climbing the rail, the first thing I saw was the
back of my brother; so, I approached and
smacked him across the backside. Turning
around his eyes popped and he said, “Where in
the he## did you come from?”  I explained the
circumstances to him after which time he found
another sailor to relieve him while we went
below to CPO quarters for coffee and chat.
After comparing notes about home, mail, etc.,
we both had things to do so we hugged and
waved good-bye.

The conclusion to this tale of two brothers
was that one brother, me, had points enough to
leave the service. With seabag in hand, I left
the Gladwyne at Pearl, transferring to Barber’s
Point Marine Base to wait for a ship to take me
Stateside and discharge. My only “duty” at the
Marine Base was Shore Patrol duty three days
per week riding the train which runs between
the base and Honolulu. The bomb had since
been dropped on Nagasaki and the Pacific war
was history. For my older brother, Walt, regular
Navy, he sailed off into the Pacific for
peacetime duties. I spent six weeks in Honolulu
until LST-78 with bunk on the tank deck
boarded me for San Francisco.

After discharge and returning home, I joined
an inactive U.S. Navy Reserve unit with my
original CMM rank until moving to another job,
then, I was forced resign.

Suffice it to say, that this once-in-a-lifetime,
unplanned meeting of two brothers will never
be forgotten.

By Robert Hurn, CMM,
USN RetiredHello Big Brother
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Chief Irvin Hornkohl served 30 years in
the Navy. He was a 17 year old raw recruit at
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 when the
Japanese attacked. After surviving that attack,
he served on 11 wartime submarine patrols as
a torpedoman. He left the Navy in the early
1950s, but returned as a CPO in the Seabees
in 1963. He served two tours in Vietnam. For
the second tour he was on a 13 man team,
headquartered near Phan Rang. The team
worked directly with the local people,
helping them with all kinds of construction
projects. Irvin is now 88 years old. He and
author Mary Penner have written a book
about his life and his many adventures. Below
is a story from the book about one of his
experiences in Vietnam.

We only had one day off. That was Sunday.
We’d always have a cookout. We’d have beer,
pop, and steaks. Beautiful steaks, we’d cook
them on the grill. It was just a nice day off.

We had a gravel pit outside of the Air
Force base, about thirty miles out. Hanna,
one of our equipment operators, was working
over in the gravel pit. One Saturday afternoon
Hanna was driving his front end loader,
coming home for the weekend from the
gravel pit.

Hanna was coming down the road and he
got hung up in one of those little beer stands.
There were jillions of them along the road.
These GIs would come along and get
themselves a hot beer.. Hanna had quite a few
beers under his belt from this beer stand, and
he was just scooting along on that big front
end loader. Well, he went off the side of the
road and he went down a hill and smashed
into Mama and Papa-san’s house. He took out
the whole dang house. Mama and Papa were
at the other end of the house and they were
thrown out on the ground. They were saved by
the grace of Buddha.

Hanna came back into camp, which was
about six or eight miles down the road. He
came in there and said to me, “Chief, I got
into trouble.”

“Oh Hanna, what’d you do now?”
“I ran into this house.”
“Did you kill anybody?”
“No.”
“Good. We’ll take care of it.”
I took the truck and went out to the Air

Force base for some plywood. Every time
they saw me coming, they said, “Oh, Christ,
here he comes again.”

“Well, I’m on the bum again,” I said.
“We’ll help you. What do you want?”
“I need about twenty-five or thirty sheets

of plywood.”
I begged, borrowed, and stole and I got a

big load of plywood on the truck, and a big
load of two by fours.

I told the guys on the team, “We’re
building a house tomorrow.”

“What about our steaks?”
“We’ll have steaks on Monday. I’ll give

you Monday off. But we have to do this
project tomorrow.”

So, on Sunday we got out there and
unloaded all of this plywood. Mama-san and
Papa-san were standing over there, and all the
neighbors were around there watching to see
what these Americans were going to do. We
had to clear up the debris from the old house,
and then we started building that little hooch.
It was nice when we finished. It had two
good-sized rooms. We put a tin roof on it.
We built it on stilts about four feet off the
ground, high enough to keep them out of the
water and keep the snakes from coming in.
Built them a whole new set of steps. We put
in two windows with screens on them. We
built the whole house in a day.

They were so happy. They weren’t going
to sue us; they weren’t going to go to the
command. We were able to keep the whole
thing right there. They came up and told me
how appreciative they were that we took care
of their house. They said they were only out
of their bed one night. They had a lot of
firewood, too, from the old house. It sure was
scattered after Hanna smashed into it. We
built them a better house than they’d ever had
in their lives. We cooked steaks the next day.

(Editor’s notes: Read more about Irvin’s
adventures in the newly released book, “Just
Do It, Crazy or Not.” Order the book online
from the publisher, Manzano Alley Press, at
www.manzanoalley.com.

Mary Penner, co-author of “Just Do It,
Crazy or Not,” is a freelance writer and
professional genealogist. A former high
school and college English teacher, she now
indulges her passion for genealogy through
professional research and genealogical
writing and speaking. Her articles have
appeared in numerous genealogy
publications including Ancestry, Family Tree
Magazine, Family Chronicle, Internet
Genealogy, New Mexico Genealogist, APG
Quarterly, FGS Forum, and others.)

A Busted House in Vietnam, 1968
by Chief Irvin Hornkohl

Year of the Chiefs
An Open Letter from former

MCPON Jim Herdt
Chiefs: As your Shipmate and as a member of
the board of directors of the U.S. Navy
Memorial Foundation (USNMF), I am pleased
to inform you that 2012 will be designated The
Year of the CHIEF. Each year the USNMF
selects a community to honor in “The Year of”
program. Past years have recognized the
SEALS, Sea bees, Navy Medicine, Supply, etc.
In 2012, for the first time, the USNMF will be
spotlighting you, the group of leaders with a
direct impact on every Navy and U.S. Coast
Guard community. Through The Year of the
CHIEF, we will cast a spotlight on all Chief
Petty Officers past and present.

Our committee already has several goals in
mind to accomplish to make this event the best
it’s ever been. I ask for your support as CHIEFs
in our sea services and would like to
synchronize that support with your CHIEF
Messes through this year’s CHIEF transition
plans. No matter where you currently serve, I
think it’s equally important to bring our future
Chiefs into the fold.

Some of our initial plans for The Year of
the CHIEF include:

• The Navy Heritage Center adjacent to the
Navy Memorial will feature displays depicting
CHIEF life, work, history and
accomplishments;

• Numerous events will be held throughout
the year to spotlight the history of CHIEFs;

• Developing a unique challenge coin all
CHIEFs will want to have in their collection to
commemorate this event;

• Designing and producing a pictorial
coffee table book that will feature 119 years
of CHIEF history, including MCPONs 1-12;

• The 2012 Navy Memorial calendar will
feature images of Navy and Coast Guard
CHIEFs;

• Encourage enrollment of all current
CHIEFs and 2011 CHIEF selectees in the Navy
Log at www.navymemorial.org.

These are just a few of the events and goals
to get us started as we go forward in
recognizing the many contributions of our
Chiefs. Many more will follow, and your input
is always welcome. If you have an idea for The
Year of the CHIEF, I encourage you to submit
it to me at jim.herdt@herdtconsulting.com.

The U.S. Navy Memorial Foundation serves
to preserve the history of the sea services and
educate others about it. As MCPON West said
in his CHIEF birthday message last year,
“Through your leadership of our Sailors, you
continue to keep our heritage alive and our Navy
strong.” As CHIEFs, what better place to take
ownership of our history than the U.S. Navy
Memorial where that heritage resides?

The Year of the CHIEF will be officially
launched on the CHIEF Birthday, 2012. It is the
committee’s intention to make this event the
standard all future years will be measured
against. We are Chiefs, we make things happen,
and we will make this a tremendous success!

  Respectfully and warmly,
 MCPON (SS/SW/AW) Jim Herdt, USN

(Ret)
9th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy
(Editor’s Note: More information on Year

of the Chief at:
http://navymemorial.org/yotc/Home/tabid/

224/Default.aspx )
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~NOTICE~
To All Members and Spouses
The NCPOA supports and comforts those

who are experiencing an illness, or grieving
the loss of a spouse. Please inform the

CHAPLAIN of the NCPOA:
HTC Gaylon G. Jack, USN (Ret)

6609 Mona Lisa Avenue
Watauga, TX 76148-2832

817.428.2291 • ggjack@sbcglobal.net

Notice to Members
Any NCPOA member who wishes to receive
The Chiefs via First Class Mail as opposed
to Bulk Rate needs only to notify the Treasurer,
AKCM Marjorie L. Hays, 1014 Ronald Drive,
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548 and enclose
$5.00 to cover the extra postage and handling
for one year. Those of you who have summer
homes or travel frequently will find this method
of receiving the NCPOA’s newsletter especially
convenient.  Thanks!

REUNIONS
If your organization is having a reunion,

please submit the information to
RMCS(SS) Mike R. Ellis,

USN (Ret)
702.614.0120

mrellis1@cox.net

NATIONAL ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL
ASSOCIATION
Reunion dates: 18-20 May 2012
Location: Naval New Entry Training Base,
Cornwallis, Nova Scotia, Canada
All members of NCPOA are welcome to attend.
All information and registration forms at
www.adpna.com.

USS BLUEFISH (SSN675 & SS222) REUNION
Branson, Missouri
May 24-27th, 2012
Contacts:
John Wittenstrom, RMC(SS) USN Ret, 910-235-
0191, jwittenstrom@nc.rr.com
Peter Blais, MM2(SS), 772-249-7591,
blaisp@mail.com.

USS BENJAMIN STODDERT (DDG-22)/USS
JUPITER (AK-43/AVS-8) Joint Reunion,
September 25-30, 2012, Albuquerque, NM.
www.ddg22.com. Contact: John Dishaw,
jbdishaw@verizon.net; Phone: 805-480-4038.

NCPOA
Scholarship Fund

If you would like to make a donation to the
Bart Longo Memorial Scholarship Fund,
you are invited to use this form for your

convenience. Photocopies are authorized.
The NCPOA thanks you for your generosity.

Name of Donor: ____________________________

Address: __________________________________

_________________________________________

Amount:___________________________________

  In Honor Of  or    In Memory Of

                         (please check one)

_________________________________________

Please Acknowledge Donation to:

Name: ____________________________________

Address: __________________________________

_________________________________________

Please send completed form and donation to:

NCPOA Treasurer
AKCM Marjorie Hays

1014 Ronald Drive
Corpus Christi, TX 78412-3548

HAPLAIN’SC
O
R
N
E
R

From the Chaplain’s Desk
By Gaylon Jack,

NCPOA Chaplain
      Mike Ellis, THE CHIEFS

Contributing Editor

NCPOA wishes our shipmates on the
Binnacle List a rapid recovery.
MRC Dewey L. Holt
MSCM Boye B. Sweet
NCPOA will forever remember our
shipmates who received orders to the
Staff of the Supreme Commander. Our
thoughts are with their family and friends
during this time of grief.
SKCS Howard A. Bond, March 20, 2012
BMC James C. Butte, March 4, 2012
BMCM Owen A. Fairbanks, February 27, 2012
YNCS Ernie Joy, March 30, 2012
Rose Kong, wife of BMC Richard M. Kong
HMCM William H. Poindexter
MCPO James A Selner, February 15, 2012
CBM(PA) Jack W. Stecker, March 21, 2012
YNC Edgar M. “Big Ed” Zerr, 2011

—MRC Dewey L. Holt—
This is to inform friends and comrades of

Dewey Holt that are not already informed. While
in Morehead City Sunday, April 22, Dewey had
a stroke and was taken to the local hospital for
treatment and care. Friday, April 27, he was
transfered by ambulance to Bermuda Commons
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Advance, NC
for further care and rehab. Remember Dewey and
his family in your thoughts and prayers. Here’s
wishing him a complete recovery.

Dewey’s address is Dewey Holt, Bermuda
Commons Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, 316
Highway 801 South, Advance, NC 27066. I am
sure he would appreciate some “notes of
encouragement” from his fellow Chiefs and Chiefs’
Mates. Please keep Dewey and Jean (and their
family) in your prayers for a speedy and full
recovery.

Jerry Sweeney
Marvin Yow

NCPOA Welcomes
New Members

Michael Palmer, SPC (SWCC/PJ) USN:
Chief Palmer has served aboard USS Yellowstone
AD-41; Special Boat Team 20; Special Boat Team
22; Naval Special Warfare Basic Training Command.
Chief Palmer currently serves in Gulfport, MS at
Special Boat Team 22.

Brian D. Mills, ADC USN Retired:  During
twenty-two years naval service, Chief Mills served
aboard RESASWTRACEN Willow Grove; VP-66;
VP-64; NAS Glenview; VP-69; VP-66. He
currently resides in Chincoteague, Va.

Eugene J. Dronette, Jr., PNCS USN Retired:
During thirty-two years naval service, Senior Chief
Dronette served aboard USS King DDG-10; USS
Halsey; USS Kitty Hawk; USS America; NTC San
Diego; PSA Corpus Christie, TX; PSA Pensacola,
FL; UDT 11; Special Warfare Coronado, CA. He
currently resides in Elizabeth City, NJ.

Alfredo Concha, SKC USN Retired: During
twenty-two years naval service, Chief Concha served
aboard USS Stonewall Jackson; NAS Key West;
USS Pintado; USS Tunny; SUBDEVRON FIVE;
USS San Francisco; FLTILO Portsmouth; USS
Pasadena. He currently resides in Cibolo, TX.

Lisa A. Roberts, SKC USCG: Chief Roberts
has served aboard USCG Base Ft. Macon, NC;
ESU Kodiak, AK; USCG Base Mobile, AL; CG
LORSTA St. Paul Island, AK; CG AVTRACEN
Mobile, AL; Eight District Auxiliary Affairs New
Orleans, LA; CGC Dallas; CGC Northland;
MLCLANT Norfolk, VA; PACAREA Alameda, CA

SUBMITTING BIOGRAPHIES
Attention to anyone submitting

biographies for publication in THE
CHIEFS. Don’t forget to include

pictures…you as a chief and maybe
a portrait type with the spouse.

Net Chiefs Information
“Net Chiefs” are members of the NCPOA

that have an E-Mail address and have requested
that their E-mail address be included in such a
listing. This listing is now found on the NCPOA
website at http://goatlocker.org/ncpoa under the
NetChiefs roster link. The link has recently been
modified to give each NetChief the option to “opt-
out” to have his/her E-Mail address removed. The
roster started in 1995 with 13 NetChiefs and we
now have over 250 Netchiefs.

Any NCPOA member that desires to be listed
as a NetChief may submit their membership
number, name, rate, city, state, and E-Mail
address to the NetChief Coordinator,
MMCM(SS) Greg Peterman, USN (Ret),
ncpoa@goatlocker.org

The NCPOA Webmaster is also Chief
Peterman.

For the 21st Century NCPOA Members of
the NCPOA, the NCPOA Website (http://
www.goatlocker.org/ncpoa has a lot of
information readily available, such as: There are
19 or more links covering the Home Page
(Founded, Objective, Specific Purpose), Creeds,
Articles, Officers, Taps List, Newsletters(The
CHIEFS Paper), Flag Facts, Latest information
on the Conventions, Membership applications,
Computer Tips, NCPOA By Laws, the NetChiefs
Roster, the Chaplains Corner and others. It is
suggested that “connected Chiefs” visit the
NCPOA website.  Suggestions are welcome.
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Douglas A-3D Skywarrior during restoration
process (Photo courtesy of Delbert Mitchell)

The Mojave Desert of southern California can
be a very foreboding place during any time of the
year – from the extreme dry heat of the summer
months, to the cold windy days of winter; it is anything
but Mediterranean in climate and temperature. But,
it is also here in this environment that Edwards Air
Force Base, and the Air Force Flight Test Center
(AFFTC) calls home. During its tenure as one of
America’s premier test facilities, many of the greatest
aircraft, past and present, have been tested,
evaluated, and developed. But AFFTC isn’t just
about flight testing, for over the years many of the
systems and adaptations that have been developed
and incorporated into current day aircraft had their
origins here. For instance, back in the 1960’s, the
Air Force was concerned about how to slow or stop
their aircraft when there was a malfunction to their
landing systems, i.e., flaps, landing gear, brakes, etc.
The Air Force borrowed a concept developed by
the Navy that involved nylon netting set up as a series
of barriers on aircraft carriers for aircraft in trouble
when landing. But, they needed an aircraft to help
them with experiments to test this concept at land
based facilities. So, the Air Force looked to the
boneyard at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in
Tucson, AZ for a likely candidate, and found a retired
Douglas A-3D1 Skywarrior.

Douglas A-3D1 Skywarrior, Navy BuNo
135434, (s/n 10327) was delivered to the Navy in
November 1955.  Shortly after its acceptance, it was
assigned to Operation Redwing, a series of 17 nuclear
tests conducted at Kwajalein Atoll, Eniwetok Atoll,
and Bikini Atoll in the South Pacific in 1956. Of the
17 tests conducted, 135434 participated in seven,
where the scope of the tests evaluated the A-3’s
special weapons delivery system, as well as
instrumentation to record thermal radiation, blast, and
gamma ray data. After completion of the tests,
135434 returned to the United Stated where it was
assigned to Navy squadrons VAH-3 and VAH-9 at
NAS Sanford, Florida.  While assigned to these
squadrons, 135434 participated in several
deployments with various Carrier Air Wing Groups
(CAWG) to the Mediterranean before being assigned
in the early 1960’s to the Naval Air Test Center
(NATC), Patuxent River, Maryland, where it was
used for barrier/arrested landings, and JATO tests.
During one of the JATO tests the speed brakes were
accidently actuated causing extensive damage to the
aft portion of the fuselage. Although repaired with
thick aluminum riveted to the fuselage, the aircraft
was flown to Lichfield Park, Arizona for disposition.
When Congress mandated in 1966 only one aircraft
storage facility as a cost cutting measure, and
designated Davis-Monthan Air Force Base as the
storage area for all military aircraft, the Navy closed
Lichfield Park and moved all their aircraft to that
facility, including 135434. It is here that the Air Force

retrieved it for their barrier tests to be
conducted at Edwards Air Force Base in the
mid 1960’s. 135434 was taken out of
mothballs, serviced, and then flown to
Edwards for the impending barrier tests. After
arrival, 135434 was modified with heavy
aluminum weights, three on each wing, to keep
the aircraft from becoming airborne during the
tests.  She never flew again. After the barrier
tests, the aircraft was declared surplus by the
Navy in June 1967, then towed to various
locations on the base before finally being
abandoned on an unused runway. There it sat
until restoration efforts began in January 2010

by a group of retired Navy enlisted aviators.
Retired Navy Master Chief, Mike Glenn is one

of those profound individuals who does not take no
for an answer. Nor does he let things get in his way –
especially when it comes to Douglas A-3’s. As a
former Navy mechanic, during his active duty years
he worked on A-3’s. Later, as an employee with
Hughes Aircraft (now Raytheon Corp), he maintained
a fleet of A-3’s doing contract work for the Navy,
and as a flight engineer with the naval reserve in Patrol
Squadron 65 (VP-65) out of NAS Pt. Mugu, CA,
and Patrol Squadron 91 (VP-91) out of NAS Moffett
Field, CA, Master Chief Glenn knows how to get
things done, and he knows how to massage the
bureaucratic military system – whether it’s orthodox
or not. When he found out Edwards Air Force Base
had an abandoned Skywarrior on the base, he
immediately contacted the Edwards Museum
Foundation, and its director, Mr. Fredrick Johnsen,
about restoring the airplane. With the blessings of the
Museum, Master Chief Glenn began contacting
former squadron mates, and other retired A-3 Navy
friends to see if they would be interested in the
restoration of 135434. In January 2010, a small group
of volunteers assembled at the Edwards Museum to
begin the task of putting things together to retrieve
135434 from its isolated confines. They began the
process of restoration, to hopefully culminate during
the Centennial of Naval Aviation in November 2011.
After a cursory inspection of 135434 at its windswept
parking space, it became abundantly clear that a lot
of hard work was in store for the volunteers. The
harshness of the desert environment, although
minimizing corrosion, had definitely taken its toll on
Plexiglas, control surface hinges, cockpit, radome,
bomb bay, aft gun turret, main mount struts, nose gear
strut, tires, wheel bearings, and paint. In other words,
a huge mess awaited the impending restoration, but
perseverance and skill sets, under adverse situations,
is what makes challenges common place for these
veterans. Once 135434 was raised from the
crumbled asphalt, and new wheel bearings and tires
put in place, a two mile tow to the protective confines
of a covered hangar was initiated. 135434 was now

protected from the harshness of the Mojave Desert
for the first time in over 40 years, and the next phase
of its rejuvenation would begin in earnest in February
2010.

The February and March restoration sessions
were more of an assessment evaluation, and most of
the time was spent getting parts together, outlining
work priorities, assembling reference manuals,
establishing areas within the hangar to work in,
coordinating with various Air Force work centers on
Edwards for support, assignment of GSE & MHE,
moving parts from the Raytheon hangar at Mojave
Airport to Hangar 1210 at Edwards, procuring
materials and hand tools, and overall, doing minor
repairs. The April session involved removing the
cockpit instrument panels, seats, hatches, and avionics
for cleaning and restoration.  Meanwhile, two former
Navy Aviation Ordnancemen, and identical twin
brothers, Delbert and Delwynn Mitchell,
concentrated on the bomb bay and aft gun turret as
their areas of the restoration project. After four
decades of sitting neglected, all the desert creatures
of the Mojave that could crawl, fly, walk, or slither
had found a safe and secure nesting and resting area
in the bomb bay and gun turret. Years of rodent nests
and feces had literally packed the insides of the bomb
bay doors, necessitating the drilling of oversized holes
in the door ends to remove large quantities of dead
vegetation.  Pete Nowicki and Art Hernandez
concentrated on the cockpit, replacing and cleaning
gauges, and rejuvenating the dash area, to include
the center console and throttles. Bill Grant and Andy
Barbre used their skills as metalsmiths to replace and
repair corroded aluminum, and to fabricate patches
on torn nacelles and cowlings.  Ty Wilcox and his
older brother Dennis concentrated their skills on

repairing the cockpit Plexiglas and
frame, as well as fuselage sanding,
engine repairs, and hydraulics.

Douglas A-3D Skywarrior Restoration
From Airport Eyesore to Airport Pride

By AOC Delbert Mitchell,
USN (Ret.)

Delbert Mitchell - Chief Petty Officer VP-65

(Continued on Page 11)

Restoration crew photo:
Kneeling, left to right: Mike
Glenn, Art Hernandez, Pete
Nowicki. Standing, left to right:
Delwynn Mitchell, Les Wall,
Delbert Mitchell, Dennis Lundin,
Ty Wilcox, Dennis Wilcox, Andy
Barbre, Bill Grant, John Klepp.
Missing from photo, Clark
Warren and Steve Allyn. (Photo
courtesy of Delbert Mitchell)
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Dennis Lundin also used his talents on the cockpit
glass, radome, avionics, and hydraulics. Steve Allyn,
John Klepp, and Clark Warren helped in sanding the
worn out paint, as well as assisting with the bomb
bay and gun turret, and with the cockpit.

In May, 135434 got its first bath in over 40 years.
Over six hours was dedicated to thoroughly washing
the plane inside and out, top to bottom.  It took over
two hours just to clean the rodent nests and feces
from the bomb bay doors. The once pristine gray
and white paint scheme had now dissolved into a river
of white, chalky residue as the water and soap carried
it to the wash rack drains. Years of leaking hydraulic
fluid that had dried on the bomb bay doors, wings,
and fuselage underbelly, was now being scoured with
abrasive to release their caustic hold from their
surfaces. Slowly and aggressively, but with affection
and respect, 135434 was being prepped from airport
eyesore to airport eye pleaser.

As the months progressed after 135434’s
washing, a lot of work was accomplished. The J-57
engines were removed from their pods and thoroughly
washed inside and out, then reinstalled.  A new
antenna cap was installed on the vertical stabilizer,
the cockpit glass was removed, and new or repaired
glass installed and  sealed, corroded metal removed
and repaired on the fuselage, ATM’s installed, gun
turret repaired to move in azimuth and elevation, entire
fuselage, wings, and empennage sanded in
preparation for painting, new top escape hatch
installed, radome installed, cockpit instruments
reinstalled, center console rebuilt and reinstalled, and
many other accomplishments that literally transformed
the aircraft from what it had been in January of 2010.

January 2011, was a new year for 135434, and
she was in the final stages leading to a new paint
scheme. Final sanding of the fuselage, wings, and
empennage area prepared the metal for eventual
painting.  During this work session, the wings were
unfolded to their flight position, detail work with the
cockpit instruments was finalized, and the cockpit
glass was finished and sealed. In February and March,
135434 was finally finished, leading to a waiting game
with the paint shop at Edwards.

April 2011, 135434, had a date with destiny. After
forty years of heat, cold, unmerciful winds, and
neglect, 135434 awaited the tow tug that would
transfer her from the hangar that had been home for
the past 15 months, to the Edwards Paint Shop. As
the tug towed 135434 to the Paint Shop, a small group
of airmen and civilians on the flight line stopped what
they were doing to watch, probably wondering, what
kind of relic is this? It may not have been in their
minds what the relic was, for 135434 was as old (if
not older) than the observers watching her being
towed. They probably didn’t have a clue that she
had been a forgotten guest of the Air Force all these

(Continued from Page 10) years. Now she was on her way, like the Ugly
Duckling, to the paint palace to be transformed into
a beautiful swan. How ironic it is for 135434 to have
been abandoned for so long, and now as she passes,
to capture the eyes and attention of an inquisitive
audience who neither knows nor understands what
she has been through.

An old paint scheme, Sea Blue, reminiscent of
the Navy of the late 1940’s and early 50’s, and the
color 135434 left the Douglas factory with in 1955,
was meticulously applied to her frame and wings. After
curing, she  emerged totally different than when she
went in. The marvels of paint, and the transformation
or illusion it creates, cannot be underestimated. In
2010, an airport eyesore unworthy of mention, is now
in 2011, an example of what a group of old Navy
salts can do with a little encouragement, a lot of skill,
an abundance of will power, and a desire to see a
forgotten icon of a bygone era be restored to her
proper place in aviation history. As Master Chief
Glenn once said, “If we don’t teach our children and
grandchildren about these airplanes, then they’ll never
know what we did, or what part these machines
played in our history.”  I couldn’t agree more.

On 14 October 2011, 135434 will be formally
presented to the Edwards Museum during the
60thAnniversary celebration of Edwards Air Force
Base, and it will be the centerpiece for the occasion.
How ironic can it be that a piece of naval history will
be the star attraction for an Air Force base
anniversary. One can only surmise that 135434 has
risen from the ashes of obscurity to become the symbol
for what can be accomplished regardless of service
orientation.

For more information, contact the A-3 Association
at their website, http://www.a3skywarrior.com/.

Author’s Biography:
AOC Del Mitchell, author of above A-3D

Skywarrior article, was born in Torrance,
California on May 16th, 1945.  After World War
II, his parents moved back to their home state of
Utah, and he grew up in the town of Tooele, where
he attended school, graduating from Tooele High
School in 1963.

Del enlisted in the Navy during August 1963.
After graduating from boot camp in San Diego,
his first duty assignment was at Kilauea Military
Camp on the big island of Hawaii.  In March of
1964, he transferred to the USS Ticonderoga
(CVA-14).  During 1967, he was honorably
discharged as an AO2, re-enlisting in the naval
reserve.  At the time of his discharge, Dell was
married with two children.

Del graduated from Brigham Young University
with a degree in U.S. History.  His civilian career
was with the Department of Army as an
ammunition and explosives specialist.

The Restored A-3D Skywarrior (Photo courtesy of Delbert Mitchell)

Memorial for Thresher
Long Overdue
By D. Allan Kerr,

Thresher Memorial Project Group
(Reprinted from Seacostonline.com, April 8, 2012)

This month, as they do every year, surviving family
members will gather in Kittery, Maine, to honor the
129 men who perished in the sinking of the fast-attack
nuclear submarine USS Thresher in April 1963.

The loss of the Thresher (SSN 593) during deep-
dive trials off the New England coast remains the
worst submarine disaster of all time. The tragedy
particularly resonates here on the Seacoast, where it
embodies the symbiotic relationship between local
communities and Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.
Thresher was built and home-ported at the yard, and
civilian employees working side-by-side with Navy
sailors were lost when the submarine imploded that
morning. They entered those unknown depths
together on a shared mission, and they made the
ultimate sacrifice together.

The families of these lost pioneers gather with
local submarine veterans each April for a memorial
service in remembrance of that sacrifice. On April
14, the ceremony will be held at Traip Academy. In
the meantime, efforts are under way to establish a
more permanent reminder in the town Thresher called
home, to coincide with next year’s 50th anniversary
of the disaster.

Current plans call for the dedication of a memorial
at the former Kittery Traffic Circle, to be highlighted
by a 129-foot flagpole visible from Interstate 95 and
showcased by floodlights 24 hours a day. The height
of the flagpole will commemorate the 129 brave
sailors and civilians who went down with the
submarine.

The flag is to rise from a rounded black granite
base, with cherry trees and appropriate ornamentation
augmenting the memorial. Sidewalks, benches and
other improvements are to be installed around the
surrounding area as well. And in this corner at least,
there is hope the site will be renamed USS Thresher
Memorial Circle, but I suppose that’s an issue for
another day.

More importantly, a long overdue tribute will be
paid to those lost aboard SSN 593. Members of
Thresher Base — the local chapter of U.S. Submarine
Veterans — and the families meeting here next
weekend recognize that their loved ones are heroes,
and it’s time they be celebrated as such. They aren’t
heroes just because they died; they’re heroes because
they undertook a dangerous mission, they were fully
aware of the possible consequences, and they went
anyway.

In my mind, they’re heroes the way astronauts
are heroes, exploring the depths of the sea where
few others have gone just as their counterparts explore
the frontiers of space. And they did it in defense of
their country. Just imagine riding in an oversized cigar
tube under a thousand feet of water. If something goes
wrong, there’s nowhere to go; you don’t even have
the option of jumping overboard.

The ongoing hype for this month’s 100th
anniversary of the Titanic sinking serves as a stark
reminder of how little the general public knows about
the Thresher. The submarine fleet is at times
appropriately referred to as the “silent service,” but
while stealth is an essential component of its success,
it has also perhaps deprived submariners of the public
acclaim they are due. Their accomplishments are
invisible, taking place far below the ocean’s surface
and out of sight.

Thresher was the most advanced submarine of
its day, the first of its class, created during the height
of the Cold War to “hunt and kill” Soviet subs. During

(Continued on Page 12)
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As Veterans Day approaches I am thinking of
my fallen shipmate, Ron Gagnon.

Recently I drove down to Cape Coral to pay my
final respects to Ron Gagnon, my friend of more than
35 years. Ron was a retired Navy Chief Petty Officer,
Vietnam Swift Boat veteran, stock car racer and
award winning restorer of Vintage Chevrolet
Corvettes. Ron was 63 years old.

I first met Ron in 1975. I was the Operations
Intelligence Division Chief (Surface) aboard the soon
to be decommissioned and scrapped World War II
era aircraft carrier Franklin D. Roosevelt. “Rosie”
was a sorry mess at the time. Aging and rusty, “Rosie”
was hampered by a warped shaft that incapacitated
one of her four large propulsion screws and yet the
Navy had dictated that she would have to make two
more Mediterranean cruises with the Sixth Fleet to
bridge the gap until some of the newer nuclear
powered carriers became operational. To make
matters even worse, the “Zumwalt” era was in full
bloom. CNO Admiral Elmo Zumwalt had begun the
Navy’s slide into “social engineering.” Hair and beard
regulations were relaxed and other new regulations
designed to make Navy service more friendly and
palatable to the young first enlistment sailor were
issued. These regulations were not favorably received
by many command and flag level officers in the fleet.

One afternoon while the ship was in port at
Mayport, Florida I was sitting in the Surface Section
of the ship’s Combat Information Center commenting
negatively on the sorry state of the torn and dirty
working uniform of Seaman James P. Butler when a
Petty Officer First Class walked up to me and
introduced himself as Petty Officer First Class Ron
Gagnon. Ron had recently reported for duty and the
Operations Officer had assigned Ron to the Surface
Warfare Team and told him to report to me. Upon
introduction I learned that Ron had recently served
in Swift Boats in Vietnam which immediately forged
a bond between us as I had served in Vietnam in
1968 on Patrol Gunboats. Ron and I were the only
two men in the division - including the officers - who
had served in Vietnam. We decided to tighten up the
Division and get these young sailors squared away.
Ron became my Lead Petty Officer on the spot,
replacing a gentle, bearded, largely ineffective PO1
named Martin.

Ron took no crap from the men in the Division,
nor the junior officer that was the Navy’s answer to
what passed for a Division Officer in the Navy of
1975. I recall an incident when one of the junior Petty
Officers went AWOL for 24 hours and returned,
confident that a slap on the wrist and perhaps some
Division restriction was all the punishment that he
would receive. Ron gave the young man two options:
Either be placed on report and go to Captain’s Mast
where he was sure to be busted to Seaman or to
chip and paint the Number 3 gun sponson outboard
by himself over his next liberty weekend. The junior
Petty Officer grumbled that it was seaman’s work,
and not fitting for a rated man. Ron responded. “Fine.
Go to Mast, get busted and when you return as a
Seaman THEN you can paint the #$%&* sponson!”
The petty officer agreed to spend his next liberty
weekend chipping and painting.

Ron and I made the 1975 Mediterranean cruise
together and never missed a liberty port or a bar in
that port. We were the only two that always went
ashore in uniform. We were proud of our uniforms
and what they represented.

We were shipmates.
I retired in late 1976 and thirty four years passed

before I saw Ron again. He was attending a Swift
Boat Veterans Reunion in Jacksonville and while we
had remained in touch by e-mail and Christmas
greetings over the years I jumped at the chance to
hook up with my old friend and relive those long ago
memories.

And relive them we did!
Ron was in poor health, receiving full combat

disability compensation. His kidneys were failing, he
had advanced emphysema which later became lung
cancer and he had heart problems, all from the Agent
Orange defoliant in use in Vietnam long ago that had
killed and disabled so many of our own. While the
body was humbled, his spirit was not. The fire was
still in his eyes, the “can do” spirit still in his heart. He
talked of his family, his Corvettes and the tasks and
trials that lay ahead.

Ron died shortly thereafter.
I will miss my friend and shipmate Ron Gagnon,

Chief Operations Specialist, United States Navy,
Retired. Fair winds and following seas on your new
journey.

Fallen By Bob Stockton OSC, USN, (Ret.)

The memoir of an old school,
politically incorrect Chief

One of the few Navy men who has served in the
subsurface Navy (in diesel electric submarines), Bob
also served in the surface (destroyer) Navy, in Vietnam
in a patrol gunboat, in the aviation Navy aboard carriers
and in reconnaissance attack squadrons.
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NCPONCPONCPONCPONCPOA MEMBERSA MEMBERSA MEMBERSA MEMBERSA MEMBERS...............
its fatal dive, the submarine was reportedly near
its maximum test depth of 1,300 feet when its
nuclear reactor shut down, causing the crippled
vessel to plunge to the bottom of the sea. It was
crushed by enormous water pressure as it sank,
instantly killing all on board.

Today, Thresher rests in several broken
fragments beneath 8,400 feet of water on the
ocean floor. However, its loss served as a catalyst
for major changes in submarine safety known as
SUBSAFE, which has prevented similar
catastrophes from occurring.

For more than two centuries, from sailing ships
to nuclear submarines, the Navy yard and its
Seacoast neighbors have worked together to keep
our country safe.

The memorial targeted for next year’s
anniversary will pay tribute to a tragedy, but it
will also serve as a celebration of what this
partnership has been able to achieve in defense
of our nation’s freedom.

It will serve as a reminder of those aboard
Thresher, and other lost submariners as well, who
are “Forever on Patrol, Never to be Forgotten.”

(Continued from Page 11)

Texas Chiefs hold Reunion
in Cleburne, Texas

The Texas Chiefs held their reunion at the Liberty
Hotel in downtown Cleburne Texas. 19 - 22 April 2012

NCPOA members in the photograph left to right:
AKCM Marjorie Hays, SKCS(SS) Michael Snyder,
RMC Richard McDaniel, ATCS(AW) Richard Oubre,
OSCS Kenneth Cook, ADGC Elbert McBride, and
HTCS Gaylon Jack.

Also in attendance was JOCS Walter Wagener
and his wife, Juanita; Richard Oubre’s wife, Shirley;
Kenneth Cook’s wife, Jimmie; and Honorary member
Rosetta McGeorge—widow of a former NCPOA
member.

Reunion events included a guided tour of the
Cleburne area, attending a stage production of “The
Happiest Millionaire” at the local Plaza Theater
Company, and a combination membership dinner and
birthday dinner for HTCS Gaylon Jack 83rd who
celebrated his 83rd year.

The reunion was hosted by Texas Chief member
OSCS Kenneth Cook.

NATIONAL DUES ARE
DUE AND PAYABLE:

1 JANUARY 2012
Please send RENEWAL fees ($15.00) to:

National Treasurer
AKCM Marjorie L. Hays

1014 Ronald Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548
All NEW members’ applications, dues

($15.00), and one-time application fee ($5.00)
are sent to:

National Membership Coordinator
AZC Jerry L. Sweeney

6 St. Thomas Court
Stafford, VA 22556

703-232-7328
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