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Since the days of antiquity, highly skilled seamen have been prized for their knowledge and skill. As vessels 
grew more complex, duties began to split into different responsibilities, which evolved into a rating system 
that was first formally organized by the Royal Navy and later adopted by the U.S. Navy. 

This system of rank and position aboard a ship traces its roots to English society. In his book “England’s Sea-
Officers,” author Michael Lewis describes the creation of this system as a mix of two hierarchies, one of 
official ranks and a social divide between gentlemen and non-gentlemen. 

According to “History of the Chief Petty Officer Grade,” by U.S. Navy Chief Warrant Officer 4 Lester B. 
Tucker, the earliest known use of the term dates back to 1776 when Jacob Wasbie, a cook’s mate, was 
pronounced “Chief Cook” aboard USS Alfred. 

Although given the title, Tucker surmises that rather than hold any position of authority amongst the crew, it 
was to denote him as the foremost cook aboard the ship amongst his peers in his rating. 

Perhaps the earliest formal attempt to create the rank of chief petty officer came in 1853. Jason M. Juergens, 
author of the “Chief Petty Officer Leadership Thesis,” wrote that as manning levels increased to 
accommodate a growing fleet, attempts to establish the precedence of petty officers under Navy regulations 
began. 

Initially approved by the President, it was revoked a few months later by the attorney general, as only 
Congress could approve these regulations. 

The rank of chief petty officer as it is recognized today was officially established April 1, 1893, and with the 
exception of schoolmasters, ships’ writers and carpenters’ mates, all petty officers of the first class were 
automatically shifted to the new rank in April 1895. 

Ratings have come and gone to evolve with the modernization of the Navy, but chief petty officers have been 
used to head these ratings in official capacities since 1893. According to Tucker, only two ratings have 
remained in continuous use since 1797 – boatswain’s mate and gunner’s mate. 

Armed with official recognition, chiefs of the past went on to lay the foundation for their modern day 
counterparts. As servant-leaders, they acted as the unique lynchpin between officers and enlisted personnel 
who executed daily operations, and also took a leading role in the career development of junior petty officers. 
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Additionally, chiefs were celebrated not only for their technical expertise, but their administrative abilities as 
well. Knowledge in the intricacies of the ship’s daily operations and ability to coordinate with various 
departments gave chiefs unique abilities that were unrivaled by even the most senior officers. 

With this newly recognized position of authority and expertise they were bestowed with uniform devices to 
recognize their merit. At first, the only distinction was the advent of a rocker to their rating badge. According 
to Juergens, borrowing the master-at-arms rating that used three stripes, a single rocker was added and 
became official in 1894. The fouled anchor as a cap device was introduced in 1905; collar devices did not 
become an official part of the uniform until 1959. 

Additionally, chiefs were given their own space on ships. Referred to as the “Chief’s Mess,” it is off-limits to 
anyone else (officer or enlisted) without invitation and is affectionately called the “Goat Locker.” 

Up until the Second World War, chiefs evolved into disciplinarians that exercised and dispended a great deal 
of unwritten naval law. According to “The Role of the Chief Petty Officer in the Modern Navy” by Don A. 
Kelso, “they served as exacting supervisors, highly proficient specialists and acted as advocates to higher 
authority.” 

After World War II, the demobilized Navy was left with a top-heavy organization that frequently utilized 
chiefs in billets normally filled by junior petty officers. 

Kelso cites that this overflow of manpower, compounded with administrative overhauls to the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice, which frowned upon negative enforcement of discipline, began to obscure the basic 
importance of the chief petty officer in the modern Navy. 

The changes did not go unnoticed. As Kelso writes, both chief petty officers and commissioned officers 
recognized the dangers of reducing the vital role of chiefs from servant leaders to mere figureheads. 

Efforts began to repurpose the mess to reflect the prewar role of the chief as leaders, specialists and the main 
liaison official between officers and the enlisted Sailor. 

“The chief petty officer is responsible for three facets of leadership relative to the men placed in his charge,” 
Kelso writes. The effective discipline of their Sailors, the effective supervising of the work their Sailors 
perform, and finally, to act as an advocate for their Sailors’ best interests. 

These repurposing efforts of the past have carried on reflecting the chief of today’s Navy. Chief petty officers 
fulfill a vital function in the operation of the Navy’s military and work schedule. Drawing on their past, they 
serve as technical experts, act as the liaison to commissioned officers and possess the ability to establish and 
maintain the conditions that provide Sailors with opportunities for success. 

The ability to bridge the gap and provide solutions to both officers and enlisted personnel makes them not 
only silent professionals, but also ensures the old mantra, “ask the Chief,” shall remain a vital part of the 
Navy well into its future. 

Silent Professionals: History of the Rank of Chief Petty Officer 

By  
U.S. Navy 
– March 31, 2015Posted in: Community, History & Heritage 
By	Mass	Communication	Specialist	1st	Class	Daniel	Garas	
Defense	Logistics	Agency	Public	Affairs 
______________________________________________________________________________	
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Ø The	following	is	a	very	important	notice	to	each	member.		Please	read	
before	moving-on,	thank	you.	

	
Members, as you may realize, over the previous year’s communicating with the 
association’s secretary and treasurer, and they in turn, communicating with 
each of you, has been hampered by lack of means to do so, and a variety of 
other things, such as deaths not having been reported to the association --- 
members having decided not to continue membership, etc.,  
 As a consequence, the association has lost, to some extent, an accurate 
accounting of its membership --- who is an active member, and who is not. 
So, in order to correct this situation, it has been decided to put in place a plan 
in hopes we can improve our accounting of the membership; thus, improving 
our ability to more effectively communicate with the members; knowing of 
course, we are communicating with the desired members. 
Therefore; 
This newsletter will be delivered to the membership in two ways: 

1. Via e-mail to those members for which we have a recorded e-mail 
address. 

a. Now, since the e-mail address we have may list both active and 
inactive members, we are asking each receiving this 
newsletter to in turn e-mail back to Gary Scheidt (Secretary) 
gschssss@aol.com, acknowledging your receipt, and with the 
following information: 

i. Name: _______________________________________________ 
ii. Rate/Rank: _______________________ 

iii. E-mail address” _____________________________________ 
iv. Membership status --- Active __ Life __ Inactive ___ 

b. If you have indicated “Active” and for whatever reason we do 
not have you recorded in our membership list, we will respond 
to your e-mail requesting added information. 

c. For those inactive members receiving this newsletter, if we do 
not receive a return e-mail from you within 60 days of the date 
you receive this newsletter, then, we will remove your name 
form the association’s membership listing.  
 

2. Via regular postal mail (USPS) to those members we have record of 
with-out an e-mail address. 

a. Here again, our membership lists contain both active and 
inactive names; therefore, we ask each member receiving this 
newsletter to, via regular postal mail, to respond, via regular 
mail, to Gary Scheidt (Secretary) @ 1991 Gunstock Drive, Stone 
Mountain, GA 30087 with the following information:  

i. Name: ________________________________________________ 
ii. Rate/Rank: ___________________ 

iii. E-mail address (if available): ________________________ 
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iv. Membership status --- Active __ Life __ Inactive ___ 
b. If you have indicated “Active” and for whatever reason we do 

not have you recorded in our membership list, we will 
correspond with you to obtain added information. For those 
having an e-mail address we are not aware of we will of course 
respond via e-mail. 

c. For those inactive members receiving this newsletter, if we do 
not receive return correspondence from you within 90 days of 
your receipt of this newsletter, then we will remove your name 
form the association’s membership listing. 

Shipmates, please give us your complete cooperation with the association’s request.  
As I am sure each of you realize an accurate accounting of the membership is 
extremely important to our organization. 
If you have any questions regarding this efford, or anything else dealing with the 
association, please do not hesitate to contact me at 770-934-5542, or 
gschssss@aol.com. 
 
Thank you.  Your Secretary, AKCM Gary Scheidt, USN (Ret) 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ø MEMBERSHIP IS EVERYONE’S BUSINESS 
  
We the members of the NATIONAL CHIEF PETTY OFFICER’S ASSOCIATION must continue to 
strive to signup new members and retain the ones we have.  Ask people you meet if they served 
as CPO’s in the US Navy or US Coast Guard. 
Carry blank applications for the NCPOA with you. And, then be prepared to get the new members 
involved in NCPOA activities, so they feel appreciated, enjoy the camaraderie, and experience the 
satisfaction of contributing. 
 
Members, are you preparing to attend our next reunion in San Diego, California, October 

19th through the 23rd If not start now! 
Go to  NCPOA.CLUB  AND SIGN-UP! 

 
Before you get started reading our newsletter, do us a favor, and ask 
yourself, have I paid my membership dues for 2016.  If your answer is 
YES, thank you from the membership, but if your answer is NO, then 

please pay your dues now! 
  

HERE IS THE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

NCPOA MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL FORM 
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(DUES PERIOD 1 JAN THRU 31 DEC 2016) 
 

PLEASE PRINT 
 
CERTIFICATE #_________________ 
 
NAME:  __________________________       SPOUSE _________________ 
 
ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
CITY:  ________________________   State:  ___  ZIP CODE: _________ 
 
TELEPHONE:  ______________________  
E-mail address: _______________________________________________ 
 
CHECK #_______ DUES FOR 1 2 3 4 5 YEARS (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE) 
 
TOTAL PAYMENT @ $ 15 PER YEAR:  _________ 
 
Please enclose check or money order for $ 15.00 for each year.  Make checks 
payable to National Chief Petty Officers Association and submit with the 
above information to:  
National Treasurer 
ATCS Richard Oubre, USN (RET) 
5730 Misty Glen  
San Antonio, TX 78247-1373.  

 
BE SURE, RICH WILL ENJOY HEARING FROM YOU!

 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Ø NCPOA OFFICERS AND BOARD of DIRECTORS 

(As of 4 October, 2015) 
 
PRESIDENT EMERITUS 
 
CBM Raymond D. Emory, USN 
4809 Kolohala Street 
Honolulu, HI 96816-5227  
808.732.2510 
( no email address) 
 
OFFICER ROSTER  
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President (OCT 2017) (Section 1.) 
AZCM Robert L. McCauley, USN (Ret) 
9836 Kerrville Drive 
Las Vegas, NV 89134 
702.242.4240 
bobmccauley2@cox.net 
 
Vice President (OCT 2017) (Section 2.) 
AFCM Roger E. Howes, USN (Ret) (OCT 2017) 
810 Murray Dr.  
El Cajon, CA 92020-5642 
619.461.6243 
pathowesa@aol.com 
 
Secretary (OCT 2017) (Section 3.) 
AKCM Gary Scheidt, USN (Ret) 
1991 Gunstock Drive 
Stone Mountain, Ga. 
770.934.5542 
gschssss@aol.com 
 
Treasurer (OCT 2017) (Section 4.) 
ATCS Richard A. Oubre, USN (Ret) 
5730 Misty Glen 
San Antonio, TX 78247-4093 
210.637.6304 
roubre@satx.rr.com 
 
Chaplain (OCT 2017) (Section 5.)  

HTC Gaylon G. Jack, USN (Ret) 
6609 Mona Lisa Avenue 
Watauga, TX 76148-2832 
817.428.2291 
ggjack@sbcglobal.net 
 
Master-at-Arms (OCT 2017) (Section 6.) 
HTC Marvin C. Yow, USN (Ret) 
PO Box 69 
Lewisville, NC 27023-0069 
336.766.6420 
mcyow1@bellsouth.net 
 
Parliamentarian (OCT 2017) (Section 7.)  
 AEC (AC) Marvin W. Johnson USN (Ret) 
 6206 82nd St E 
Puyallup, WA 98371-5557 
253.770.5935 
253.381.8498 
mwjohn4@comcast.net 
 
 
Immediate Past President (OCT 2017) (Section 8.) 
AEC (AC) Marvin W. Johnson USN (Ret) 
6206 82nd St E 
Puyallup, WA 98371-5557 
253.770.5935 
253.381.8498 
mwjohn4@comcast.net 

 
  

Message	from	the	President	
 
NCPOA PRESIDENTS MESSAGE JULY 2016 
I hope everyone is making plans to attend our San Diego Convention 19-13 
October.  We have some great tours and it will be a blast. 
We lost one of our Executive Board members on July 9th, YNCS Richard 
Porter.  Our prayers go out to his wife Kay. 
Our NCPOA is down-sizing just like other veteran’s social organizations.  We 
can’t compete with all the social media for our interactions and friendships 
as reflected by recruitment and participation at our conventions (reunions) 
as well as volunteering for elected positions. Just look on base at all the CPO 
Clubs that have closed. Where did our camaraderie go, a victim of Political 
Correctness?  
With declining attendance at our Conventions, which is our version of a 
reunion, coupled with declining membership we have to be realistic and 
consider some drastic down-sizing in spending too.  In consideration is the 
scholarship program which only had one family’s applicant submission, to a 
dwindling unsustainable fund.  We have under calculated the Life 
Membership application fees, leaving us with a majority of life members 
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producing little annual income from that fund.  We will be considering a COLA 
in annual dues to $20.  As well as a Life Membership assessment. 
We are again seeking volunteers for offices that are becoming available this 
convention, including 2 two year directors, and 1 three year director. 
So again please show your support for our organization and attend the 
convention and vote on these matters or propose your ideas. 
AZCM (A/C) Robert L. McCauley USN (Ret)  

	
		

Ø THE	FOLLOWING	IS	A	NOW	DO	IT	IMMEDIATELY!	
SHIPMATES,	PLEASE	GET	YOUR	REGISTRATION	FORMS	IN	TO	ATTEND	THE	SAN	DIEGO	

REUNION	
The	registration	form	follows	this	Event	Schedule		

EVENT	SCHEDULE	
Events	for	NCPOA	Oct	2016	REUNION	

IN	SAN	DIEGO	
Wednesday	-	October	19th	1800-2100	---	First	Day	Activities	
Welcome	Aboard	Reception	-	Starting	off	with	a	free	one	(1)	hour	cocktail	bar	for	openers,	then	it	turns	to	“No-
Host.”	For	our	hungry	palates	we	have	(2)	carving	stations	of	a	Sirloin	of	Beef	and	a	Honey	Baked	Ham	with	
condiments,	Rolled	Lumpia,	barbeque	style	meatballs	and	Cheese	platters	of	both	domestic	and	imported	
gouda,	edam,	brie,	cheddar,	American,	and	jack	cheeses	served	with	banquettes	and	crackers.	As	a	special	treat	
we	again	have	live	entertainment	by	the	famous	San	Diego	Banjo	Band	to	play	a	gig	for	us	for	about	an	hour	or	
more.		$33.00	per	person.		
	
Thursday	-	October	20th	0900-1600	---	Second	Day	Activities	
USS	MIDWAY	and	FORT	ROSECRANS	MEMORIAL	TOUR	and	LUNCHEON.		
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We	depart	by	bus	at	0900	for	the	Navy	Bob	Hope,	Kissing	Sailor	and	the	Aircraft	Carrier	Memorial	obelisk.	A	
statue	of	Bob	Hope	faces	a	group	of	statues	of	military	men	and	women,	all	exquisitely	detailed	in	their	
expressions,	listening	to	Bob's	recorded	quips	which	are	played	over	loudspeakers.	Stand	next	to	Bob's	life-size	
statue,	listen,	and	try	to	picture	the	enjoyment	he	brought	to	so	many	of	our	troops.	

	
Next	we	are	welcomed	aboard	the	USS	Midway	with	our	local	tour	hosts	NCPOA	Vice	President	Roger	Howes	
and	NCPOA	Board	of	Directors	officer	John	Sunde	(look	for	Roger's	bench	near	the	VF-111	aircraft	display).		
Prepare	yourself	for	the	memory	of	a	lifetime	aboard	the	USS	Midway	Aircraft	Carrier	Museum.	Commissioned	
in	1945	she	served	proudly	until	1992	during	the	Korean	War,	Vietnam	and	the	Persian	Gulf.		The	lead	ship	of	
her	class,	she	was	the	first	aircraft	carrier	built	that	was	too	large	to	pass	through	the	Panama	Canal.	You'll	
explore	a	floating	city	at	sea	and	relive	nearly	50	years	of	world	history	aboard	the	longest-serving	Navy	aircraft	
carrier	of	the	20th	century,	from	1945	to	1992.	Approximately	200,000	sailors	served	aboard	the	carrier,	known	
for	several	naval	aviation	breakthroughs	as	well	as	several	humanitarian	missions.	It	was	the	only	carrier	to	
serve	the	entire	length	of	the	Cold	War	and	beyond.			
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At	noon	we	re-board	our	bus	for	a	short	narrated	windshield	tour	of	Old	Town	on	the	way	to	our	luncheon	at	
the	Famous	“Spaghetti	Factory.”	For	nearly	50	years,	the	Dussini	family	has	shared	their	love	of	spaghetti,	
tradition,	and	good	company	across	America.	A	meal	at	The	Old	Spaghetti	Factory	is	an	experience.	Guests	feel	
as	though	they’re	stepping	into	another	world.	The	Spaghetti	Factory	is	adorned	with	antique	lighting,	intricate	
stained	glass	displays	and	an	old-fashioned	trolley	car	that	doubles	as	a	dining	hall.	Nearly	every	item	on	The	Old	
Spaghetti	Factory’s	menu	is	made	on-site,	from	scratch,	using	fresh	ingredients.	Unlike	most	restaurants,	when	
you	order	our	entrées,	we	serve	you	a	complete	meal,	which	includes	bread,	soup	or	salad,	and	dessert.	
Sample	Menu:			
Salad:	Dinner	salad	with	pesto	dressing,	fresh	bread	
Entrees	(3)	
Choice	of	three	(3)	pasta	dishes:	
-Pasta	with	marinara	sauce	
-Pasta	with	meat	sauce	
-Pasta	Alfredo		
Dessert:	Choice	of	two	ice	creams	
	

	
Following	lunch	we	motor	to	Fort	Rosecrans	near	Point	Loma	for	our	Memorial	Service	to	our	fallen	CPO	
shipmates	with	a	wreath	laying	and	bugle	taps	ceremony,	returning	via	the	old	Naval	Training	Center	and	the	
USS	Neversail.		Fort	Rosecrans	National	Cemetery	is	a	federal	military	cemetery	in	the	city	of	San	Diego,	
California.	It	is	located	on	the	grounds	of	the	former	Army	coastal	artillery	station	Fort	Rosecrans	and	is	
administered	by	the	United	States	Department	of	Veterans	Affairs.	The	cemetery	is	located	approximately	10	
miles	west	of	Downtown	San	Diego,	overlooking	San	Diego	Bay	and	the	city	from	one	side,	and	the	Pacific	Ocean	
on	the	other.	Fort	Rosecrans	is	named	after	William	Starke	Rosecrans,	a	Union	general	in	the	American	Civil	
War.	The	cemetery	was	registered	as	California	Historical	Landmark	#55[3]	on	December	6,	1932.		

The cemetery is spread out over 77.5 acres located on both sides of Catalina Blvd. Several monuments have 
been erected in memory of the sailors lost in the Battle of Samar, October 25, 1944, a part of the Battle of 
Leyte Gulf (Philippines), and in subsequent battles of the Pacific. 

 Many Fort Rosecrans interments date to the early years of the California Republic, including the remains of 
the casualties of the Battle of San Pasqual. Shortly after the United States declared war on Mexico in May 
1846, Brigadier Stephen W. Kearny was tasked with conquering Mexico's northern provinces, New Mexico 
and California. While Kearny demonstrated his considerable gift for administrative command with his 
acquisition of the New Mexican territory, he faced a more difficult task in California. Expecting a show of 
force from the Mexican Californios, Kearny set out west from New Mexico. Upon reaching California, Kit 
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Carson intercepted him and his men, who informed him the territory had been taken by American settlers in 
the Bear Flag Revolt. Kearny sent 200 of his men back to New Mexico with the news and continued forward 
with one-third of his force. Unfortunately, the success of the revolt had been exaggerated and, before reaching 
their destination, Kearny and his men encountered a group of Californios intent on keeping more U.S. troops 
out of their homeland. 

In the subsequent Battle of San Pasqual, 19 of Kearny's men and an untold number of Californios lost their 
lives. Initially, the dead were buried where they fell, but by 1874 the remains had been removed to the San 
Diego Military Reservation. Eight years later, the bodies were again reinterred at what is now Fort Rosecrans 
National Cemetery. In 1922, the San Diego chapter of the Native Sons and Daughters of the Golden West had 
a large boulder brought from the battlefield and placed at the gravesite with a plaque affixed that lists the 
names of the dead. 

Our own NCPOA newsletter editor, Chief Bob Stockton has a direct connection to the battle of San Pascual 
and other military engagements during the California campaign of the Mexican War. Chief Stockton’s 
namesake and great-great-great grandfather, Commodore Robert Stockton was the first commander of 
American forces in California during the war. It was Commodore Stockton who dispatched his friend and 
scout Kit Carson to intercept General Kearny to inform him that the battles for Los Angeles and San Diego 
had been won. Unfortunately, after Carson left San Diego to meet with Kearny the Californios had retaken 
Ciudad Los Angeles which set up the battle of San Pascual. 

Another notable monument in Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery is the USS Bennington Monument which 
commemorates the deaths of 62 sailors in a boiler explosion aboard USS Bennington (PG-4). The Bennington, 
which had just returned from maneuvers in the Pacific, was anchored in San Diego Harbor. On July 21, 1905, 
the crew was ordered to depart in search for USS Wyoming (BM-10), which had lost a propeller at sea. At 
approximately 10:30 a.m., an explosion in the boiler room ripped through the ship, killing or wounding the 
majority of the crew. Two days later the remains of soldiers and sailors were brought to the post cemetery 
and interred in an area known as Bennington Plot. 

$	55.00	per	person.		
Friday	October	21st	0930-1630	---	Third	Day	Activities	
AEROSPACE	MUSEUM	BALBOA	PARK,	CITY	SITES,	BUFFET	LUNCHEON	at	MCRD,	MOUNT	
SOLEDAD	VETERANS	CROSS	AND	MEMORIAL	SITE.		

	
Departing	at	0930	we	will	see	the	City	Sites	which	will	be	narrated	as	we	motor	through	downtown	to	the	
famous	Balboa	Park	pointing	out	sites	of	interest	like	the	USN	Hospital,	exhibit	halls	and	stopping	at	the	
AEROSPACE	MUSEUM.	Science,	space	and	aviation	history	all	unfold	at	the	San	Diego	Air	&	Space	Museum	-	
California’s	Official	Air	and	Space	Museum.	An	affiliate	of	the	Smithsonian	Institution,	the	Museum	houses	a	
collection	of	historic	aircraft	and	spacecraft	from	all	over	the	world,	including	a	working	flying	replica	of	
Lindbergh's	Spirit	of	St.	Louis,	the	actual	Apollo	9	Command	Module	spacecraft	and	the	only	real	GPS	satellite	on	
display	in	the	world.	View	artifacts	from	the	Wright	Brothers,	Charles	Lindbergh,	Amelia	Earhart,	Neil	
Armstrong,	Buzz	Aldrin	and	other	aviation	and	space	pioneers.	Rare	specimens	of	aircraft	suggest	the	
excitement	of	air	combat	in	the	World	War	I	Gallery.	Marvel	at	the	entertaining	and	dangerous	antics	of	the	
barnstormers	of	the	1920s	in	the	Golden	Age	of	Flight	Gallery.	Mint	condition	aircraft,	in	a	mint	condition	
museum	–	a	Spitfire	Mk.	XVI,	a	Navy	F6F	Hellcat	and	an	A-4	Skyhawk	jet	–	these	beautifully	restored	airplanes	
help	you	appreciate	the	increasingly	complex	technology	represented	in	the	classic	military	aircraft	of	World	
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War	II,	Korea	and	Vietnam.	Our	International	Aerospace	Hall	of	Fame,	the	only	one	in	the	world,	honors	those	
men	and	women	who	made	a	substantive	contribution	to	the	advance	of	the	aerospace	sciences.		
Since	there	is	so	much	to	see	in	the	Park	we	have	allowed	2	hours	for	your	enjoyment.	Re-boarding	at	noon,	we	
make	our	way	to	the	USMC	Recruit	Depot	for	their	Bayside	Restaurants	Special	Friday	Buffet	that	includes	
salads,	sides,	entrees,	veggies,	rolls	and	butter,	ice	tea,	and	dessert.		

	
To	top	that	off,	we	head	for	La	Jolla	(pronounced	La-HOY-a)	to	view	and	reflect	upon	the	controversial	and	
legendary	47	foot	Cross	erected	atop	Mount	Soledad	as	a	veteran’s	memorial	which	has	been	opposed	by	the	
ACLU	for	decades.	The	vistas	from	atop	this	“Bucket	List”	landmark	are	unsurpassed.	This	historic	landmark	pays	
homage	to	veterans	who	have	honorably	served	our	country	and	educates	the	public	on	the	contributions	of	
military	personnel	throughout	our	nation’s	history.	Shimmering	black	granite	stories	tell	a	tale	of	honor	and	
sacrifice	for	the	greater	good	upon	Mt.	Soledad.			
From	a	humble	redwood	cross	erected	in	1913	to	the	formation	of	the	Mt.	Soledad	Memorial	Association	in	
1952,	the	memorial	has	been	a	beacon	to	the	citizens	of	San	Diego.	The	current	cross	was	authorized	by	the	city	
of	San	Diego	to	honor	those	who	served	faithfully	during	the	Korean	conflict.	
$53.00	per	person.	
		
Saturday	October	22nd	1800-2200	---	Fourth	Day	Activities	
INSTALLATION	BANQUET		
No	Host	Bar	opens	
Banquet	dinner	offers	a	choice	of:		
A.	Combination	Dinner	-	Tri-tip	Steak,	served	with	Grilled	Chicken	Breast	with	wild	mushroom	sherry	glaze	
$44.00	per	person.	
B.	Fresh	Fish	Dinner	-	Salmon,	grilled	to	perfection,	cucumber	dill	sauce,	roasted	red	potatoes,	with	garlic	&	
herbs	-	$44.00	per	person.		
All	Dinners	are	served	with	Tossed	Green	Salad,	fresh	seasoned	vegetables,	rolls	and	butter,	N.Y.	Style	
Cheesecake	with	Raspberry	Sauce	dessert.	Fresh	brewed	Kona	Coffee	or	decaf	and	Assorted	Hot	Herbal	Tea	or	
Iced	tea.		
Sunday	October	23RD		
Depart	Hotel	-	see	you	next	year	in	Jacksonville!	
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2016	Convention	Registration	Form	
Holiday	Inn	Bayside,	4875	North	Harbor	Drive	

San	Diego.	CA	(619)	224-3621	
Reservation	Number:	800-345-9995	ask	for	NCPOA	rate	of	$124.	per	night	

Link	for	hotel	amenities:	http://www.holinnbayside.com/	
October	19-23,	2016	

Please	Return	This	Form	Not	Later	Than	SEPTEMBER	16TH	
(see	address	below)	

	
Name	on	Badge____________________________	Rate_______	
Name____________________________________	Rate________	
Spouse/Guest	Name	_________________________________________________	
Address______________________________________________________	
City___________________________	State__________	ZIP______________	
Phone________________________	Email___________________________			
_______________________________________________________________	

Select	Your	Convention	Events	
________________________________________________________________	
EVENT																																																														No.	of	people					Amount	
Registration	Fee					
																														(Each	person	must	be	registered)	.........______@	$20_________	
		Note	below:		Facility	use	charge	NON	hotel	guest	one-time	fee	@	$25__________	
Wed.	19	Oct.			Welcome	Aboard	Reception..........							._______		@	$33	__________	
Thurs	20	Oct.			USS	MIDWAY,	FT	ROSECRANS	....	_______			@	$55__________	
Fri.					21	Oct				AEROSPACE	MUSEUM,	SOLEDAD________@	$53__________	
Sat.				22	Oct.			Installation	Banquet	choose	from					
																														Combination	Steak	and	Chicken…______@	$43__________					
																														Fresh	Salmon……………….........________			@	$43__________	
																																																																								
**Pre-order	NCPOA	T-Shirt(s)	Sizes	S/M/L/XL/XXL______@$15	ea_______																																																																							
	 How	many_______				Size/s_________________				 	 	
		 	 	 	 	 	 	 TOTAL	COST					$__________																																														
*	As	CPO's,	you	are	responsible	for	your	guests	
*	Open	bar	in	Hospitality	room	and	Alcoholic	Beverages	are	available	self-service	
*	By	your	registration,	you	agree	to	hold	the	NCPOA	harmless	for	any	and	all	accidents	
and/or	injuries	that	may	occur	during	this	convention.	
	
__________________________________										______________	
Signature	of	Member																																												Date	
.....................................................................................................................................	
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Please	complete	this	form	and	send	with	your	check	payable	to	
"NCPOA"	no	later	than	September	16th	

AZCM	(A/C)	Robert	L.	McCauley,	USN	(Ret.)	
9836	Kernville	Drive	

Las	Vegas,	NV	89134-7875	
	

NOTE:	Registered	hotel	guests	will	receive	a	parking	permit	for	their	stay.	Non-guests	will	be	either	towed	away	
or	may	pay	a	$10.	daily	parking	fee	to	the	hotel.	Exceptions	are	for	San	Diego	residents	who	show	driver’s	
license	and	request	parking	for	our	events.	
To	encourage	use	of	this	Hotel,	which	offsets	the	association	facility	use	charges	by	number	of	registered	guests,	
we	will	assess	a	$25.facility	use	charge	for	those	members	who	choose	to	stay	at	another	hotel	rather	than	the	
Holiday	Inn	Bayside.	
	
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Ø MEMBER’S HISTORY AND STORIES 
 
	The Beginning 
 
By 
John L.  Alford 
 

On Sunday,  December 7,  1941 
we were l iv ing in Chowchil la ,  a  small  
town of  about 2,000 n the North-
Central  San Joaquin Val ley in 
Cal i fornia.  I  was a junior in a high 
school of  about 400 students.  

President Frankl in Roosevelt ’s  
often repeated day of  infamy  speech 
was broadcast throughout the school 
PA system the next morning.  After  the 
broadcast the principal  had al l  
students and faculty in the 
auditorium. 
The seniors and juniors were seated 
in the f irst  couple of  rows with the 
sophomores and freshmen behind.   
 I  remember the principal  as 
being a neat  dresser and wel l  
groomed. That morning was dif ferent.  
He looked as i f  he had not slept wel l  
and he appeared to have been crying.  
As he stood in front of  us he was 
visibly upset.  Among other things he 
told us our l ives would be changed 
forever.  The part  that  I  remember so 

vividly is  when he pointed his r ight 
index f inger to his left  at  the f irst  
couple of  rows, swept i t  s lowly to his 
r ight and almost choking,  said very 
solemnly,  “Some of you wil l  not  come 
home.” 
 Having l ied about his age to 
enl ist  in  the navy in 1918,  my dad was 
a veteran of  what was later  to be 
cal led World War I .  He enl isted again 
on January 1,  1942 and went to a ship 
in Norfolk,  Virginia.  At  eh end of  the 
school year we moved to Los Angeles 
where I  began my senior year of  high 
school.  
 Half  way through my senior 
year I  had enough credits to graduate.  
I  submitted an appl icat ion for  Naval  
Aviat ion Cadet training.  As requested 
I  went to the downtown L.A.  recruit ing 
stat ion.  A physical  examination was 
the f irst  order of  business,  and the 
f irst  part  was the eye exam. The eye 
chart  was one I  had never seen before 
and never since.  There were ten rows 
and ten columns of  letters,  a l l  the 
same size!  I f  necessary,  a  man would 
move up closer to the chart .  
 As directed by the corpsman I  
removed my glasses and fol lowing his 
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direct ions proceeded to read the 
letters,  left  eye and r ight eye.  The 
corpsman must have thought I  had the 
chart  memorized so he cal led a doctor 
over to check me.  
 “Cover your left  eye,  read the 
third row from the bottom. Now the 
fourth column from the r ight,  t ip  to 
bottom. Next the f i f th row, r ight  to 
left .  Then the third column from the 
r ight,  bottom to top.” Then the same 
routine with the r ight eye covered.  I  
had read the letters with no problem. 
He took my glasses,  held them up to 
the l ight ,  rotated them sl ightly  and 
asked why I  was wearing glasses.  I  
told him ast igmatism. I  was not 
suff ic ient ly  indoctr inated to say,  
“Sir.”  
 The doctor then took out the 
color bl ind book.  I t  contained several  
charts about 5 inches in diameter with 
mult i  colored small  dots.  There were 
two chars on each page.  The dif ferent 
colored dots formed numbers.  A 
person width normal color perception 
could read one number and a color 
bl ind person would read a dif ferent 
number.   The doctor asked me to read 
the numbers as he f l ipped the pages.  
“43,  29.  57” and he slammed the book 
closed!  
 “You can’t  even get into the 
navy.  You’re color bl ind.” I  was 
devastated! How can this be 
happening?  
 I  located an optometr ist  who 
claimed he could cure color 
bl indness.  I  started taking treatments 
which consisted of  looking into a 
hooded device that  emitted a 
pulsat ing infra-red l ight .  He said the 
infra-red l ight  would st imulate the 

optic nerve.  He had the same color 
bl ind book that  the doctor had used.  I  
was going to him 2 or 3  t imes a week.  
After  33 treatments at  a  dol lar  each I  
could read both numbers on the 
charts.  I  just  had to remember which 
the good number!  
 After  graduation I  was ready to 
try again.  Inasmuch as I  was not yet  
18 I  needed my mother ’s permission 
to enl ist .  She resisted for  about 6 
weeks.  After  a  relent less badgering 
and pressure by letter  from my dad, 
she signed the paper.   
 I  was not going to try the Naval  
Aviat ion route again.  Since I  was 
enl ist ing on a minority  enl istment the 
yeoman said I  had a choice.  I  could 
enl ist  in  the reserves for  the durat ion 
of  the war plus six months or I  could 
go for  the regular  navy on a minority  
enl istment which meant that  I  would 
be discharge the day before I  became 
21.  I  went for  the regular  navy; no 
reserves for  this kid!  
 Therefore,  on 14 July 1943 I  
held up my r ight hand and swore 
al legiance to the navy and to defend 
the Consti tut ion against  a l l  enemies,  
foreign and domestic.  
 Thus began my 20  year career 
in the United States Navy.  
 
 

Copyright 2016 by John L.  Alford 
Al l  r ights reserved 

	
	
	
John is a retired SHCM, USN, a life member 
of the NCPOA, and resides in Falls Church, 
VA. 

 
Gale A. Downs ATC   (Raindrop)   #2039L 
 
   1960 – Boot camp San Diego, AT”A” & 
ARCO (airborne cw operator) school 
Memphis, VR-21 Barbers Point, (6 months 
limited duty; car accident) at Naval Station 
Pearl Harbor & Ford Island Boat House. As 
an AT3, I was referred to as “zoomie” by the 
BMs & ENs. Loved the boat house; should 
have been a BM. I joined the Navy because I 
loved the water but got aviation. Sea time in 

my 21 years in the Navy was 5 days aboard 
the USS Mann going from San Diego to 
Hawaii. I have all my sea time on cruise 
ships. Anyway back to work after limited 
duty; VR-21 Barbers Point, VR-1 Pax River, 
VR-1 Norfolk, AVIB school Memphis, AOMD 
Norfolk, VRF-31 Norfolk, and final tour VP-30 
Jacksonville; transferred to fleet reserve 
1981. 
   I was fully qualified aircrew on the C-117, 
C-118, C-131, C-130 (Vietnam 66 & 67), P-3, 
H-1, H-2, H-3, and A-6 for a total of 8,219 



15	
	

hours on 328 different aircraft. Technology 
kept putting me out of a job. I went from 
airborne cw operator to communication 
operator to teletype operator to out of a job. 
But I did get to fly as co-pilot on helicopters 
and right seat in A-6s. I was the inflight 
instructor for the last airborne radio operator 
school in the Navy, I had one student who 
was going toVXN-8. I was pretty tough on 
him and he almost quit, but a year later he 
called and thanked me for putting through 
the grinder. That made me feel good. 
   I had the honor to fly with the last enlisted 
pilot, AGCM (NAP) (naval aviation pilot) 
Robert Jones. In 1977 VRF-31 got a message 
to ferry the last C-117 in the Navy from 
Midway Island to the bone yard. NAP was the 
Admiral’s plane commander in Mildenhall. 
NAP called the CNO and requested to come 
to VRF-31 tad to make the trip because it 
would give him an around the world trip in 
the C-117. CNO said yes. Because of FAA 
regulations we had another pilot on board 
the plane but from Midway to Hawaii to 
Alameda to Tucson it was only enlisted crew 
in the seats. NAP didn’t like to use auto 
pilots so it was hand flying. He would make 
the takeoff, get out of the seat and tell the 
crew to call when it was time to land. Three 

crew rotated in two hours shifts for 14 hours 
from Barbers Point to Alameda.  
   Many people don’t know but the Navy, 
Coast Guard and Marines all had enlisted 
pilots. NAP retired in 1981 as the Admiral’s 
plane commander in Pensacola; there was 
an article about him in the Navy Times. I 
have been going to Navy reunions since 
1990. This year will be the 27th reunion for my 
first squadron VR-21. Many years back we 
had a former AE2(NAP) at the reunion. He 
had been an admiral’s C-117 plane 
commander. He had a picture of himself in 
dress whites. At that time the NAPs wore 
their “wings of gold” on the right side of 
their uniform. The Navy wanted the NAPs to 
take commissions. The AE2 said no, got out 
and was a pilot for DOD for 30 years. 
   For something to do after the best 21 years 
of my life I was an Internal Revenue Agent 
from 1982 until 1995. Also was a certified 
family court mediator. I am a CPA with a 
masters degree in accounting; concentration 
in taxation. Since 1996 I have been in 
practice as a CPA; mainly just doing tax 
returns. I also have an insurance license to 
assist clients with IRAs, annuities and 
retirement planning. 
 
 

SHCM 

Gale Downs is a retired ATC, USN, a life member of the NCPA, and resides ion Jacksonville, FL 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
I was just out of Boot camp at Great Lakes checking in at NAAS Saufley field Pensacola Fla. 
I was assigned to the Crash Crew a section of the fire department. 
They were planning a drill that afternoon and I was looking forward to some action. 
Well before we could have our we had a SNJ come in with a wheels up landing. So we jumped on 
the crash truck and started putting on our gear. I put on my Boots and they were full of liquid 
Foam used to foam the runway. 
Being the raw recruit I was I just went about walking around the SNJ and sloshing foam all over. 
Then the duty officer showed up The petty officer in charger got me in the truck and out of site of 
the Duty Officer. 
Back at the crash shake I was sent to the Barracks to get a shower. 
When I got back to the shake I was told that I had been setup for the crew to have a little fun with 
the new comer. 
Submitted by Jerry D Mills, a retired ADJC, USN, a life member of the NCPOA, and resides in 
Yuma, AZ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ø  Selected to be in the initial F-14 outfit. Putting on the HAT in other than a ship or 
base presents problems for the Chiefs who want to make sure all is done well. A marine 
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owned a bar and offered the facility one morning, so myself and an AO1 showed up at 
specified time. The initiation was done well and enjoyed by all. The special moment after 
the fun was putting on the anchor, unforgettable by a special group of Chief's. 

 AEC Robert A Smith USN, retired, a life member of the NCPOA, and resides in Christianburg, VA 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

   
  

USN, 
USMC, 
and 

USCG 
(NAP) 

1916 - 
1981 

Roster of known United States Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard enlisted pilots 

 

 
 

Naval Aviation Pilots 

The Early Years: 1916-1918 

"On the first of January 1916, a class of enlisted men was formed and placed under instruction in flying.  These men 
were selected from the Bluejackets and Marines already on duty at Pensacola or on board the North Carolina.  They 
are making excellent progress", wrote Captain Mark L. Bristol, Director of Naval Aviation in memorandum to the 
Secretary of the Navy. 

The first group of enlisted pilots are Navy Petty Officers, A. P. Bauer, A. A. Bressman, A. F. Dietrich, P. J. Dunlevy, F. 
Grompe, A. Hayes, and L. A. Walty, and Marine Corps Sergeants J. Makolin and W. E. McCaughtry.  A second group 
began training on March 21, 1917 and includes Walter D. Bonner, Clarence A. Hawkins, Oliver F. Kilmer, Guy 
McLaughlin, Thomas H. Murphy, Peter Talbot, Ciochino Varini and Guy A. Walker.  A. A. Bressman is in both the first 
and second class. 

Most of the initial enlisted pilots are promoted to warrant officer, then to commissioned officer status, and 
designated Naval Aviators.  In addition, a few enlisted men receive instruction and qualify as pilots, but do not 
receive any designation. Two in this category are Charles T. Briar and Carlton Palmer.  With the advent of World War 
One, enlisted pilot training is discontinued at Pensacola. 

In March 1917, a recruiting program is implemented to enlist 200 men specifically for aviation duty.  The plan is to 
enlist 100 Landsman to train for Quartermaster (Aviation) and 100 Landsman to train for Machinist's Mate 
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(Aviation).  This first aviation rate training is in Pensacola.  The bluejackets are schooled in five basic subjects and 
detailed to serve in ground maintenance. 

The Navy's first Aeronautic Detachment leaves for France in June 1917 and is led by Lieutenant Kenneth Whiting. The 
detachment consists of seven officers and 122 enlisted.  The unit's mission is to prepare bases and receive additional 
training in mechanics and flying.  In the initial group are 50 Landsmen in training for Quartermaster (Aviation) and 50 
Landsmen in training for Machinist's Mate (Aviation).  Approximately 33 of the Quartermaster (Aviation) trainees 
complete flight training in France and a few in Italy.  Harold H. Karr and Clarence Woods, Quartermaster (Aviation) 
trainees, receive both French and Italian wings. 

After flying as Quartermaster (Aviation) first or second class petty officers, most are advanced to commissioned 
officer status.  Twenty are known to remain in enlisted pilot status. 

 

The Middle Years: 1919-1940 

The Bureau of Navigation decrees in October 1919, "In the future, it will be the policy of the Bureau to select a 
certain number of warrant officers and enlisted men for flight training and duty as pilots of large heavier-than-air 
craft and directional pilots of dirigibles." 

The enlisted pilot designation Naval Aviation Pilot (NAP) is first used in January 1920.  NAP certificate number one, 
dated January 22, 1920 is issued by the Bureau of Navigation to Harold H. "Kiddy" Karr, CQM (A) (NAP) USN.  NAPs 
continue to retain their specialty rates and perform rating duties as well as fly. 

Qualifications for pilot training are further elaborated.  Applicants must be a chief warrant officer, warrant officer, 
chief petty officer, or petty officer first class.  The age limit of thirty years old narrows the field as warrant officers 
and chief petty officers rarely achieve the required grade by that age.  A clear record, high moral character and 
excellent physical condition are additional stipulations and the instruction states "no waivers to be granted."  Later 
clarification details that upon completion of training the candidates are to be ordered to flying duty.  Warrants are 
titled "Student Naval Aviators," while enlisted men are "Student Airmen" to distinguish them from the officer Naval 
Aviators.  A Pensacola Station Notice of 06 February 1920 lists Class 1 with thirty-six enlisted men in heavier-than-air 
and four in lighter-than-air training. 

In 1921 three NAP designations are made - seaplane, ship-plane and airship.  Balloon pilots are not considered NAPs 
although some wear the one winged badge for a short season.  The Bureau of Navigation directs all enlisted men who 
have been designated Naval Aviator to request the proper designation of Naval Aviation Pilot (NAP).  They are 
authorized to continue to wear their specialty rating badge on their sleeve and Naval Aviator wings on the upper left 
chest. 

An additional school is established at North Island, California, to increase the number of ship-plane pilots.  Normal 
attrition keeps the number of NAPs between 100 and 130 with about two-thirds of those in fleet squadrons and the 
remainder in shore based squadrons.  To improve the number of bluejacket pilots, Congress passes legislation 
requiring the ratio of enlisted pilots to officer pilots be thirty percent. 

The Marine Corps offers a small number of enlisted Marines "in-the-field" instruction governed by a training syllabus 
issued in 1923.  The Marine Corps Order authorizes those who complete the course to be designated Naval Aviation 
Pilots.  "Any enlisted man who could qualify in practical and theoretical flying as outlined in the syllabus could be 
recommend for designation at once."  Hence, in mid 1923, First Sergeant Benjamin F. Belcher and four Gunnery 
Sergeants, Neil W. Abbott, Archie Paschal, Millard T. Shepard and Peter P. Tolusciak are designated USMC NAPs one 
through five.  Tolusciak is a former pilot in the French Army and officer in the Polish Army. 
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The Navy enlisted rating of Chief Aviation Pilot (CAP) is established in 1924 for those qualified in heavier-than-air 
craft.  The rating badge for AP uses a replica of Naval Aviator wings.  The Aviation Pilot First Class (AP1c) rate is 
added in 1927. 

All enlisted flight training is discontinued in 1932 and the AP rate is discontinued in 1933.  Chief and First Class APs 
are required to convert to technical aviation ratings or Radioman.  The designation NAP added after the rating is 
again used to note enlisted pilot status.  With World War Two, the Aviation Pilot (AP) rating is re-established in 1942, 
but now includes chief petty officer through third class petty officer.  With many enlisted pilots receiving officer 
commissions and a decline in the number of enlisted pilots, the AP3c is soon discontinued.  Student pilots are 
advanced to AP2c upon graduation of flight training. 

The enlisted pilot attrition rate during training in the 1920's and early 1930's is problematic.  In 1927 a study 
recommends that potential NAPs be high school graduates, in aviation ratings, be on at least their second enlistment 
and meet the same age requirement of the officer pilot candidate program.  Some qualified fleet sailors are sent to 
elimination training to better improve the pass rate, while others are sent directly from the fleet to pilot training.  A 
more radical recommendation involves sending volunteers straight from initial recruit training to ten weeks of 
elimination training.  The goal is ten recruits per week qualified to enter pilot training.  The boot camp to pilot 
program is approved in January 1929. 

One of the amusing stories from the recruit to pilot program involves George  W. Webber Seaman 2c (NAP).  In the 
first class of recruits to graduate from the program, Webber is ordered to VS-3 aboard the USS Lexington for duty 
involving flying.  Berthing space is scarce and Webber is assigned a cot on deck.  Each squadron is required to supply 
messcooks to assist the ship's cooks in the galley.  VS-3 being short of non-rated men sends their newest Seaman 2c to 
messcooking duty.  Webber does his galley duty, flies with his squadron off the carrier, and spends nights on his cot 
on deck.  Webber's messdeck shipmates are concerned that he is impersonating a pilot and advise him he will be in 
big trouble if caught wearing aviator wings.  Webber invites his fellow messcooks topside to observe one of his flights 
and put their concerns to rest.  When the Lexington's Commanding Officer, Capt E. J. King, (later Admiral), learns 
that one of his carrier pilots is messcooking, Webber's mess duties quickly end.  Commander Webber retires in 1959. 

The Navy finds the thirty percent enlisted pilots requirement difficult to maintain and recommendation is made to 
Congress to decrease the number of NAPs from thirty percent to twenty percent.   Congress legislates the change in 
1932.  With a lowered percentage requirement, the economic depression, and a Navy's economy drive, all NAP training 
ceases from 1932 to 1936.  A trickle of bluejackets are added to the training pipeline from 1936 on to maintain the 
twenty percent level. 
 
 

Edward j Barmrick                                      Robert E Lee 
Charles J Boylan              Francis E Lovejoy 
D.D. Chaplin     Edwin Nirmaier 
Joseph C. Cline     Erlon H. Parker 
Harold A Elliott     Walter V Seiler 
Paul Gillespie     F.H. Tuttle 
Foss M Hardendirf    Charles E Wardwell 
Robert H Harrell     Mac Weddell 
Harold H Karr     Clarence Woods 
George W Knowles    Franklin Young 
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The Late Years: 1941-1981 

With the build up of forces immediately preceding World War Two the number of NAPs increases in proportion to 
commissioned pilots.  The requirement for more officers finds a ready source in the NAP community and an increasing 
number of NAPs are commissioned as Naval Aviator.  During World War Two, commissioning of enlisted pilots 
continues with estimates that ninety-five percent of the NAPs are given temporary officer commissions during their 
military career.  A number of commissions are made permanent with completion of college education programs. 

The assignment of NAPs to duties other than piloting aircraft is not limited to Navy messcooking.  In the early days of 
the 1942 battle for Guadalcanal Marine Air Group 14, sorely in need of combat pilots, found they were missing two 
NAP sergeants in their forward deployment.  A search of the records reveals that Sergeants Ollie Michael (left) and 
Rohe C. Jones (right) have been ordered to latrine digging duties on New Caledonia.  The two leathernecks are hastily 
cut orders back to their squadron and pilot Douglas SBDs in the fierce contest for possession of the Solomons.  Jones 
is killed during his third combat tour.  Michael is credited with sinking three Japanese ships in November and 
December 1942. (Photo by Perry N. Colby, Nov 42. NNAM) 

In flight operations, while airborne, experience dictates the position of enlisted pilots.  A bluejacket pilot of a single 
pilot aircraft may lead a section and have an officer flying in his section.  In multi-engine aircraft it is not uncommon 
for an enlisted pilot to be plane commander with a less experienced officer in the right seat.  On the ground, the 
normal officer and enlisted status resume. 

The Enlisted Flight Training Program is cut following World War Two.  A few enlisted pilots receive training after the 
war, but in 1948 Congress ends the requirement for enlisted aviators.  Whereas, some hold 1948 as the termination of 
the NAP program, in fact many enlisted pilots continue their careers in the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard in 
the following decades.  With the reduction in forces, temporary officer commissions are relinquished and a number of 
NAPs returned to their permanent enlisted status. 

When the Korean War begins in June 1950, the Marine Corps have 255 NAPs.  By the ceasefire in July 1953 the 
number of NAPs in the Corps has dropped to 137.  At the advent of Vietnam in 1964 the number of NAPs in Marine 
aviation is 27.  The last four U.S. Marine Corps enlisted pilots, Master Gunnery Sergeants Joseph A. Conroy, Leslie T. 
Ericson, Robert M. Lurie and Patrick J. O'Neil, simultaneously retire on February 1, 1973. 

The unofficial roster of Coast Guard NAPs lists 216 pilots.  All but 37 are trained during the forty-four months of 
World War Two.  ADCM John P. Greathouse, the last Coast Guard enlisted pilot, retires in 1979. 

In 1955 the number of non commissioned Navy pilots in flight status hovers around 300.   Retirements coupled with 
advancements into Limited Duty Officer status continually cut into the number of bluejacket aviators.  The last 
enlisted pilot on active duty is ACCM Robert K. "NAP" Jones, who retires from the Navy on January 31, 1981. 

1. Sources: 
(1) The Silver Eagles Association (SEA). LCDR Robert Buchal, USN (Ret), sentinel of the SEA files, undated and 
provided the NAP roster.   
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(2) The National Naval Aviation Museum (NNAM), NAS Pensacola, Florida.  NNAM archives hold SEA records 
including a limited number of biographical 
questionnaires submitted to the SEA by NAPs.   (3) Naval 

  Aviation News (see in particular NAN, September 1967) 
  United States Naval Aviation 1910-1995, Roy Gossnick
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Following is an article that appeared in the Naval Affairs published by the FRA in 
December 2001 of an accounting of the dedication of “Jones Hall” at the NATTC, NAS 
Pensacola, Florida. 
Jones Hall is named in honor of ACCM Robert K “NAP” Jones USN (Ret). 



21	
	

 



22	
	

 



23	
	

 



24	
	

 
 
 



25	
	

New Members since January 2016 
 
Deceased Members since January 2016 
 
 
 

Ø IMPORTANT Notices 
 
Members, those attening the San Diego Reunion, please remember to bring along your 
uniforms for the Saturday evening banquet  
 
Members, if you are receiving THE CHIEFS via regular mail, and you have a computer, and you are 
using e-mail, then please send your e-mail address; to Gary Scheidt at gschssss@aol.com.  We 
will then take you off our mailing list, and put you on our e-mailing list.  Thank you, you will help 
save costs of publishing this newsletter. 

___________________________________________ 
Corrections / Updates to THE CHIEFS online: When discovering errors or out of date 
information on THE CHIEFS website, please submit corrections / updates to: AKCM 
Gary Scheidt, USN (Ret) 1991 Gunstock Drive, Stone Mountain, GA 30087 NCPOA 
Secretary, gschssss@aol.com 770-934-5542. 
 
Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members, the application provided below is 
for your convenience to clip out and share with a fellow Chief who is not yet a member. Do the 
Chief and the organization a favor and pass this along to him or her!  
______________________________________________________________ 

_ NATIONAL CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 
 
I certify that I am serving/have served as a Chief Petty Officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard for a 
period of at least 30 days. 
 
(Applicant’s Signature)  ________________________________________ 
 
 
NAME___________________________________________________RATE/RANK ________________  
 
Service: USN____ USNR _____ USCG _____ USCGR         Active: ____ Ret. ____  
 
Years Serviced:  From:  _______ to _______ 
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ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________  
 
City: ____________________________________________________ State: ______ ZIP: ___________ 
 
SPOUSE’S Name: _____________________________  
 
Regular Membership dues:  $15.00 per year plus a one-time application fee of $5.00.  
 
Therefore, I  
Have enclosed $5.00 plus $_____ for 1 year, $ _____ for 2 years, $ _____ for 3 years 
 
Email: ___________________________________    
 
Recruited By: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please make your check payable to the NCPOA, and mail to:       
 
ATCS Richard A. Oubre, USN (Ret)  
5730 Misty Glen 
San Antonio, TX 78247-4093 
210.637.6304 
roubre@satx.rr.com 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
REUNIONS 
DO YOU KNOW OF OTHER REUNIONS TAKING PLACE, IF SO, PLEASE SUBMIT THE 
INFORMATION TO Gary Scheidt @ gschssss@aol.com  

 
ATTENTION ALL NCPOA MEMBERS 
NCPOA IS CURRENTLY CONVERTING DISTRIBUTION OF OUR NEWSLETTER “THE 
CHIEFS” TO A HYBRID DISTRIBUTION.  THEREFORE, SOME MEMBERS MAY RECEIVE 
BOTH THE E-MAIL AND THE MAIL-OUT VERSION. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
FOR THE SAN DIEGO REUNION PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING ALONG ARTICLES FOR 
OUR AUCTION  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WE WILL BE DESOLVING THE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM WITH CONCLUISON OF THIS 
YEARS PROGRAM DUE TO LACK OF FUNDS TO CONTINUE THE PROGRAM. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR ACTICLES, NOTICES, INFORMATION, ANY THING YOU BELIEVE 
THE MEMBERSHIP WOULD BE INTERESTED IN HEARING OR LEARNING ABOUT TO 
POST ON OUR WEB SITE. 
ALSO, PLEASE BECOME A REGULAR VISITOR TO OUR WEB SITE NCPOA.CLUB --- ITS 
PURPOSE IS TO KEEP YOU INFORMED.   
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HAVE SOMETHING, THEN GET IT TO AKCM GARY SCHEIDT USN (RET) NCPOA 
WEBMASTER @ GSCHSSSS@AOL.COM.  We want to hear from you!  
  

NATIONAL CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION 
 

LIFE-TIME MEMBERSHIP  INFORMATION 
 

The Life-Time Membership Program will no-longer be offered to existing NCPOA members, or new 
members following December 31, 2016. 

Therefore, if you have an interest in becoming a life member, it is necessary you make your 
interest known prior to that date by informing either: 

AZCM Robert McCauley, President 
Or 

AKCM Gary Scheidt, Secretary 
 

Their contact information is listed on our WEB site NCPOA.CLUB or in this issue of the newsletter 
“The Chiefs”, Summer Issue.  

 
 

 
 

Ø Humor  
 

A couple in their nineties are both having problems remembering things.  During a check-up, the 
doctor tells them that they’re physically okay, but they might want to start writing down things to 
help them remember. 
Later that night, while watching TV, the old man gets up from his chair. Want anything while I’m in 
the kitchen? He asks.  Will you get me a bowl of ice cream? Sure, he replied. 
Don’t you think you should write down so you can remember it? She asks. No, I can remember it. 
Well, I’d like some strawberries on top, too.  Maybe you should write it down so as to not forget it.  
He says, I can remember that.  You want a bowl of ice cream with strawberries. 
I’d also like whipped cream.  I’m certain you’ll forget that, write it down, she asks. 
Irritated, he says, I don’t need to write it down – I got it, for goodness sake! 
Ice cream with strawberries and whipped cream.  Then he toddles into the kitchen.  After about 20 
minutes, the old man returns from the kitchen, and hands his wife a plate of bacon and eggs.  She 
stares at the plate for a moment, and asks “Where’s my toast? 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

An elderly couple had dinner at another couple’s house, and after eating, the wives left the table 
and went into the kitchen.  The two gentleman were talking, and one said, last night we went out 
to a new restaurant and it was really great.  I would recommend it very highly.  The other man 
said, whet is the name of the restaurant?  The first thought, and thought and finally said, What’s 
the name of that flower you give to someone you love?  You know, the one that’s red and has 
thorns.  Do you mean a rose?  Yes, that’s the one, replied the man.  He then turned towards the 
kitchen and yelled,Rose, what’s the name of that restaurant we went to last night? 
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Hospital regulations require a wheel chair for patients being discharged. However, while working 
as a student nurse, I found one elderly gentleman already dressed and sitting on the bed with a 
suitcase at his feet, who insisted he didn’t need my help to leave the hospital.  After a chat about 
rules being rules, he reluctantly let me wheel him to the elevator.  On the way down I asked himif 
his wife was meeting him.  I don’t know, he said. She’s still upstairs in the bathroom changing out 
of her hospital gown. 

 
 

A senior citizen said to his eighty-year old buddy: So I hear you’re getting married?  YEP!  Di I 
know her?  Nope! This woman, is she good looking?  Not really! Is she a good cook?  Naw, she 
can’t cook too well.  Does she have lots of money?  Nope!  Poor as a church mouse.  Well, then, is 
she good in bed?  I don’t know.  Why in the world do you want to marry her then?  Because she 
can still drive! 

 
 

A man telling his neighbor, I just bought a new hearing aid.  It cost me four thousand dollars, but 
it’s state of the art.  It’s perfect.  Really, answered the neighbor.  What kind is it?  Twelve thirty. 

 
 

Morris, an 82 year-old man, went in to the doctor to get a physical.  A few days later, the doctor 
saw Morris walking down the street with a gorgeous young woman on his arm.  A couple of days 
later, the doctor spoke to Morris, and said. You’re really doing great, aren’t you?  Morris replied, 
just doing what you said Doc: Get a hot mamma and be cheerful.  The doctor said, I didn’t say that 
…. I said, you’ve got a heart murmur; be careful. 

 
 

A little old man shuffled slowly into an ice cream parlour and pulled himself slowly, painfully up 
onto a stool… After catching his breath, he ordered a banana split.  The waitress asked kindly, 
crushed nuts?  No, he replied, Arthritis! 

 
HOW TO START A FIGHT 

  
  

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a cemetery plot as a Christmas gift... The next year, I 
didn't buy her a gift. 
 
When she asked me why, I replied, "Well, you still haven't used the gift I bought you last year!" 
 
And that's how the fight started..... 
 
________________________________ 
 
My wife and I were watching Who Wants To Be A Millionaire while we were in bed. 
 
I turned to her and said, 'Do you want to have Sex?' 
 
'No,' she answered... 
  
I then said, 'Is that your final answer?' 
 
She didn't even look at me this time, simply saying, 'Yes..' 
 
So I said, "Then I'd like to phone a friend." 
 
And that's when the fight started... 
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________________________________ 
 
 
I took my wife to a restaurant....The waiter, for some reason, took my order first. 
 
"I'll have the rump steak, rare, please." 
 
He said, "Aren't you worried about the mad cow ?" 
 
"Nah, she can order for herself." 
 
And that's when the fight started... 
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
My wife and I were sitting at a table at her high school reunion, and she kept staring at a drunken 
man swigging his drink as he sat alone at a nearby table. 
 
I asked her, "Do you know him?" 
 
"Yes", she sighed, 
 
"He's my old boyfriend. I understand he took to drinking right after we split up those many years 
ago, and I hear he hasn't been sober since." 
 
"Oh my!" I said, "Who would think a person could go on celebrating that long?" 
 
And then the fight started... 
 
________________________________ 
 
 
When our lawn mower broke and wouldn't run, my wife kept hinting to me that I should get it fixed. 
But, somehow I always had something else to take care of first, the shed, the boat, making beer.. 
Always something more important to me. Finally she thought of a clever way to make her point. 
 
When I arrived home one day, I found her seated in the tall grass, busily snipping away with a tiny 
pair of sewing scissors.  
  
I watched silently for a short time and then went into the house. I was gone only a minute, and 
when I came out again I handed her a toothbrush. I said, "When you finish cutting the grass, you 
might as well sweep the driveway.." 
 
The doctors say I will walk again, but I will always have a limp. 
 
______________________________ 
 
 
My wife sat down next to me as I was flipping channels. 
 
She asked, "What's on TV?" 
 
I said, "Dust." 
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And then the fight started... 
 
________________________________ 
 
 
Saturday morning I got up early, quietly dressed, made my lunch, and slipped quietly into the 
garage. I hooked the boat up to the van and proceeded to back out into a torrential downpour. The 
wind was blowing 50 mph, so I pulled back into the garage, turned on the radio, and discovered 
that the weather would be bad all day. 
 
I went back into the house, quietly undressed, and slipped back into bed. I cuddled up to my 
wife's back; now with a different anticipation, and whispered, "The weather out there is terrible." 
 
My loving wife of 5 years replied, "And, can you believe my stupid husband is out fishing in that?" 
 
And that's how the fight started... 
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
My wife was hinting about what she wanted for our upcoming anniversary. 
 
She said, "I want something shiny that goes from 0 to 150 in about 3 seconds." 
 
I bought her a bathroom scale. 
 
And then the fight started... 
 
______________________________ 
 
 
After retiring, I went to the Social Security office to apply for Social Security. 
 
The woman behind the counter asked me for my driver's License to verify my age. I looked in my 
pockets and realized I had left my wallet at home. I told the woman that I was very sorry, but I 
would have to go home and come back later. 
 
The woman said, 'Unbutton your shirt'. 
 
So I opened my shirt revealing my curly silver hair. 
 
She said, 'That silver hair on your chest is proof enough for me' and she processed my Social 
Security application. 
 
When I got home, I excitedly told my wife about my experience at the Social Security office.  
 
She said, 'You should have dropped your pants. You might have gotten disability too.' 
 
And then the fight started... 
 
________________________________ 
 
 
My wife was standing nude, looking in the bedroom mirror. She was not happy with what she saw 
and said to me, "I feel horrible; I look old, fat and ugly. I really need you to pay me a compliment.' 
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I replied, "Your eyesight's damn near perfect." 
 
And then the fight started... 
 
________________________________ 
 
 
I rear-ended a car this morning... the start of a REALLY bad day! 
 
The driver got out of the other car, and he was a DWARF!! He looked up at me and said 'I am NOT 
Happy!' 
 
So I said, 'Well, which one ARE you then?'  

 
That's how the fight started. 
 

    YOUR “THE CHIEFS” EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 
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