
NATIONAL CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION

THE CHIEFS
THE ONLY ASSOCIATION CHARTERED EXCLUSIVELY FOR UNITED STATES NAVY AND COAST GUARD CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS

Publisher, Laser Graphics  •  125 Loch Lomond  •  San Angelo, Texas 76901

VOL. 17-4        Return Service Requested                   Fall 2009

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
SAN ANGELO, TEXAS

PERMIT NO. 120

2009 Bart Longo Scholarship Recipients

Kevin BoydAshley Angell

Ashley Angell attends Marshill College in Mars
Hill, North Carolina, majoring in Chemistry with a
minor in Criminal Justice. She feels with her strong
mathematical and analytical skills, the forensic science
field is a perfect choice for her future aspirations.

This is her second year to receive the Bart Longo
Scholarship, and she says, “It is such an honor to be
selected two years in a row.”

In her high school career, Ashley not only
achieved high marks in the classroom, but in athletics
as well. She began playing fast-pitch softball at the
age of six and remained dedicated to her sport. She
was a member of the Mars Hill Softball Team. Prior
to her college softball career, she was a member of
the North Davidson High School team and received
Best Offensive Player award for 2005 and 2006
seasons. In addition, she received All-Conference
Player Honors for Davidson County.

When she was not in the classroom or on the
softball field, she was tutoring fellow students,
volunteering at the Forsyth Medical Center or the
Barnardsville Elementary School, and assisted with
softball skills clinics for younger players. Giving back
to her community and helping others to succeed
demonstrates her redeeming qualities such as
trustworthiness, reliability, and compassion.

She is the granddaughter of Dewey and Jean Holt.

Kevin Boyd is the grandson of Richard E.
Dornblaser, and recently graduated from Saucon
Valley High School in Hellertown, Pennsylvania. He
plans to attend Eckerd College in St. Petersburg,
Florida, and study marine science.

Kevin has been on the highest Honor Roll for all
four years of high school, was a Soccer and Tennis
Scholar Athlete, among the Who’s Who Among High
School Students, named Express Times and Lafayete
College Academic All-Star, and a member of the
National Honor Society, serving as Vice President.

He was President of the Student Government
Association, Senior Class Vice President, Captain
of the Varsity Soccer, Swimming, and Tennis teams,
a member of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes,
Student Advisory Council, Second Mile Leadership,
Prom Committee and TV studio.

He has served as a lifeguard and swimming
instructor at Saucon Valley Country Club and as
lifeguard at Society Hill Pool for over a hundred hours
each. His additional extensive community involvement
includes the New Jerusalem Food Drive, New
Jerusalem Adopt a Family, Saucon Valley Soccer
League Referee, A Furry Tail Come True Doggie Day
Care, American Cancer Society and Miller-Keystone
Blood Center.

Kevin is the son of Roy and Sabrina Boyd.
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Join Us In San Diego
October 21-25
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For more information about the
San Diego Holiday Inn visit:

www.holinnbayside.com

For more information about
San Diego visit:

www.sandiego.org

There’s still time for you to...
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF
THE CHIEFS

7 November 2009
Editor, JOCS Walter R. Wagener, USN Ret.

90 East Mountain Creek Court
Grand Prairie, TX 75052-5986

972-264-4946
wjwagener@att.net

THE CHIEFS
THE CHIEFS was established in 1989 as a quar-

terly publication for the National Chief Petty Officers’
Association (NCPOA). This organization is a nonprofit
corporation under and pursuant to the laws of Califor-
nia, and may be identified by the initials NCPOA. Origi-
nal by laws were adopted at the first national conven-
tion held in San Diego, California, 6 October 1989.

Administrative headquarters is at the home of the
current President. As of 6 April 2006, we have enlisted
3048 members. There are now six subsidiary groups
(Chiefs’ Quarters) located in Texas, California, Illinois,
Virginia, North Carolina and Osage Heritage (Arkansas,
Missouri, Oklahoma and Kansas). The objectives of this
organization shall be to:
1. Honor and publicize as a group (or in some cases
individual) those who have served or are serving as Chief
Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard or the
Reserve Components of those services and who per-
formed such services in an honorable manner.
2. Maintain true allegiance to the government of the
United States and to promote patriotism and pride in
their service in the Navy or Coast Guard and to encour-
age accelerated advancement in those services through
study and accomplishment.
3. Conduct conventions with such members of the
NCPOA to foster camaraderie.
THE CHIEFS is published at least four times each year.

SPECIAL NOTICE
TO ALL MEMBERS

Reminder: If you are not a LIFE MEMBER, annual dues
of $15.00 are due and payable on 1 January of each year.
(New members who join and pay their dues in October,
November or December automatically have their dues
paid not only for that last quarter of the current year, but
the entire following year.) Make checks payable to
NCPOA and send to:

AKCM Marjorie L. Hays
1014 Ronald Drive

Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548
Life Membership Dues for NCPOA

Age Dues Age Dues
25-29 $335.00 55-59 $170.00
30-34 307.50 60-64 142.50
35-39 280.00 65-69 115.00
40-44 252.50 70-74 87.50
45-49 225.00 75 & up 60.00
50-54 197.50
(Note: Life Membership Dues represent a 45% savings
over yearly dues. NOTE: Dues above include a one-
time $5.00 Application Fee.)
IF YOU ARE MOVING, if your address label is incorrect,
please send changes to:

M & B Computer Services
104 Windcliffe Dr., Ballwin, MO 63021

E-mail: BILLJAHN@charter.net
CHIEFS’ QUARTERS  are the subsidiary groups of the
NCPOA. To form a Chiefs’ Quarters, it is necessary to
have at least ten (10) CPOs, former, retired, reserve, and/
or active, currently in good standing  with the National
Chief Petty Officers’ Association. Each Chiefs’ Quarters
sets their own local dues not to exceed the national dues
of $15.00 per year. At least four officers—President, Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer—must be elected. Any
member of the NCPOA may start a Chiefs’ Quarters by
forwarding the names of the officers, and a request for a
charter to the National Chiefs’ Quarters Chairman, ATCS
Richard A. Oubre, USN, (Ret), 5730 Misty Gin, San Anto-
nio, TX 78247-4093, (210) 637-6304. These Chiefs’ Quar-
ters must agree to have at least one meeting per year and
may include an entire state.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS are usually spouses of mem-
bers, or may be recommended by a friend based on the
Associate’s interest in the NCPOA. These members do
pay dues but hold no offices. They may assist at the
Annual Conventions with host/hostess duties.
NATIONAL ANNUAL CONVENTIONS are held in Oc-
tober of each year. Bids are presented at the annual con-
vention at least three years in advance for planning pur-
poses and person presenting the bid is expected to be
the General Chairman for the convention. National Board
determines costs of convention, etc.

2009 - San Diego, California
2010 - Washington, DC area

2011 - San Antonio, Texas

THE BART LONGO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Sponsored by: The National Chief Petty Officers’ Association

Requirements:
1. The scholarship consists of two $1,000.00 awards annually. One award will go to a high school graduate and

one to an upper classman or graduate student.
2. The applicants must be family members of NCPOA members in good standing (living or deceased); or current

members of the NCPOA.
3. The applicants are required to send one completed application form (Appendix A) with a copy of their official

high school/college transcript and a first quarter college curriculum. (Must be taking a full load for credit.) If
not available, tell in your own words your plan of study.

4. All applications must be postmarked no later than May 15 for the year of entry. The NCPOA Selection Commit-
tee will announce its selections on July 1 of that year. Recipients will be notified by telephone and in writing.
Application forms may be photocopied locally. Selection is based on high school transcripts and not on financial
need. NOTE: Seek assistance from your high school guidance counselor to complete high school transcript
request (Appendix B) and application.

Mail applications to:     MSCM Boye B. Sweet
7038 Via Valverde

San Jose, CA 95135-1339
Instructions for Completion and Submission of Application Form:
1. The entries on the application form must be completely accurate and legible. (Typewritten or printed in black ink.)
2. Read all instructions to insure accuracy of all answers.
3. As used in this application, the term “sponsor” refers to the parent, step-parent, grandparent or legal guardian, living or deceased,

through whose membership in the NCPOA applicants eligibility for this program is claimed.
4. Ensure that the information you enter about your sponsor fully describes accurately his/her latest status.
5. Review the form for completeness and all answers for accuracy.
6. Fill in all blocks. If “none” or “not applicable,” so state.
7. Sign the application form and ensure that it is also signed by your sponsor.
8. Your sponsor is encouraged to supply supplemental information on your background as is deemed necessary.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ALL COMPLETED APPLICATIONS AND TRANSCRIPTS IS MAY 15.

PART I - APPLICANT INFORMATION     APPENDIX A

1. Applicant Name:

2. Permanent Address:

3. Email Address: 4. SSN:

5. Home Phone Number:         6. Cell Number: 7. School Phone Number:

PART II - SPONSOR INFORMATION

1. Full Name of Sponsor: NCPOA Member Number:

2. Address of Sponsor:

3. Last Rank, Rate, or Grade Held by Sponsor:

4. Service No. or SSN: 5. Enlisted Rating:

6. Name and Address of Current Duty Station or Reserve Unit of Sponsor:

7. Date of Discharge/Retirement:

8: Relationship of Sponsor to Applicant:

9. Signature of Sponsor:

PART III - EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (Both School and Community)

HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT REQUEST    APPENDIX B
Privacy Act Statement

Authority to request this information is derived from United States Code 301. Purpose of the request is to obtain
information about academic performance of the applicant and it will be used by the scholarship sponsoring organization
to evaluate applicant’s academic achievement. Applicant must authorize release of transcript data.
The below named high school/college has my permission to release my official transcript to the scholarship sponsor
given below.

Student Signature:_____________________________
INSTRUCTIONS
High school officials are requested to complete this form, attach a copy of the student’s official transcript, including
grades achieved, and forward to the person name below. Transcripts must be received by the scholarship committee on
or before May 15.    Mail to:  MSCM Boye B. Sweet, 7038 Via Valverde, San Jose, CA 95135-1339

Provide the following information even if given on transcript:

Student’s Name (Last, First, Middle)

Student’s Address

Name and Address of High School

Student’s Dates of Attendance

Cumulative High School GPA

SAT/VERBAL SAT/MATH

ACT Composite

High School/College Class Size High School/College Rank

Remarks by Couselors or Teachers that may be beneficial to the Scholarship Sponsor

Name of School Official Title

Signature of School Official Date

OFFICIAL COPY OF TRANSCRIPT MUST BE ATTACHED!
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National Chief Petty Officers’ Association
October 21-25, 2009

Hotel Reservation Form
Holiday Inn-Bayside

4875 North Harbor Dr. •  San Diego, California.
Room rates are $119, and can be extended for an additional three

days.  Reservations can be made by calling 619-224-3621 or 800-
662-8899 and asking for the NCPOA room rate — reservations include
free parking.  The web site from Holiday Inn is
WWW.HOLINNBAYSIDE.COM

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

City_______________________________  State ________ Zip ____________

Daytime Phone_________________  Alternate Phone ____________________

Arrival Date ____________________ Departure Date ____________________

Roommate: _______________________________________________________

Credit Card #___________________________________Exp. Date_________

________________________________________________________________
Cardholder Signature Authorizing Hotel’s Use of Credit Card

Cut-Off Date:  All reservations are due no later than Tuesday, September
15, 2009, if not received by that time, you may be charged a higher group rate
that has been negotiated.  Please identify yourself with the organization
(NCPOA) if calling the hotel direct at (619) 224-3621 or (800) 662-8899
to make a reservation to receive special group rate.

Cancellations:  All reservations must be guaranteed and accompanied by a
first night room deposit or guaranteed with a major credit card.  Guests are
responsible for paying for their own accommodations.  Deposits (taken either
in cash or by credit card) are refunded or credited only if notice is received
(48) hours prior to arrival date and cancellation number must be obtained by
guests.

To confirm accommodations, please return form to the Hotel
or call by September 15, 2009.

We look forward to seeing you in October!

20
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NCPOA Convention 2009
Plan of the Days
Tentative schedule

OCTOBER 21  -  Wednesday
1300 – 1500 Registration  $10.00
1300 - 1730 Hospitality Room Open
1500 - Board of Directors Meeting
1800- 1930 President’s Reception with

Banjo Band — $30 per person
OCTOBER 22  -  Thursday
0800 - 1000 Late Registration
0800 - TBA Hospitality Room Open
0900 - 1430 City Tour and Buffet Luncheon Tom

Ham’s Lighthouse — $48 per person
OCTOBER 23  -  Friday
0800  - 1000 Late Registration
0800 - TBA Hospitality Room Opens
0930-  1530 USS Midway Tour and

Harbor Excursion w/box lunch
— $49 per person

OCTOBER 24  - Saturday
0800 – 1000 Last chance Registration
0800 - 0900 Hospitality Room Open
0900 - 1200 General Membership Meeting

and Elections
1230 - 1730 Hospitality Room Open
1230 –1530 Bali Hai Luncheon and Memorial

Services Fort Rosecrans
— $44 per person

1800 –1830 No Host Cocktails
1830 - 1845 Installation of Officers
1900 - 2100 Installation Banquet

—$38 per person
October 25 -  Sunday
0800 - 1000 Hospitality room closeout.

Special events for NCPOA
October 2009 Convention

Wednesday — October 21 — 1800-2100
President’s Welcome Reception — A no host full

cash bar will be available for our exclusive use for
refreshments. For our hungry pallets we have (2)
carving stations of a Sirloin of Beef and a Honey
Baked Ham with condiments, cheese platters of
domestic and imported gouda, edam, brie, cheddar,
American,  jack cheeses served with banquettes and
crackers.  Meatball platters (Swedish, BBQ, Sweet
and sour or Teriyaki style.  As a special treat we have
some light entertainment by the famous San Diego
Banjo Band to play for us for about half hour.  $30
per person.

Thursday — October 22 — 0900-1430
City Tour and Buffet Luncheon — Includes

deluxe motor coach with narrator.  Visiting Coronado,
Balboa Park, The Gaslamp District, and an hour stop
for postcards or coffee at Seaport Village.  Lunch is
a delicious buffet with dessert and coffee or iced tea
at the beautiful Tom Ham’s Lighthouse Restaurant,
with postcard view, located on Harbor Island.  After
lunch we will travel to the former San Diego Naval
Training Center for a bit of nostalgia.  NTC was
commissioned in 1923 and closed in 1997.  $48 per
person.

Friday — October 23 — 0930-1530
USS Midway and Harbor Excursion — First we

motor down to the USS Midway berthed at the foot
of Broadway to board the now Naval Museum USS
Midway (CV-41).  This aircraft carrier now displays
dozens of vintage aircraft and provides a
complimentary narrated self-guided tour in just about
every compartment of the ship, including the hanger
bay and the flight deck.

At noon we re-board the bus and travel a short
distance to the harbor excursion pier.  We report
aboard and enjoy the two (2) hour narrated excursion
of San Diego Bay, passing by four Naval Bases from
Pt. Loma to the Naval Station 32nd St., and as a
bonus the bow of the USS Midway.  Everyone will
enjoy a box lunch on board with dessert and beverage
provided.  Board the bus for our return to the
hospitality suite by 1530 — $49 per person.
Saturday — October 24  — 1230-1530

Fort Rosecrans Memorial & Luncheon —
Following the General Business meeting, (our coach
will wait) then take us for a terrific luncheon at the
Bali Hai Restaurant.  We will then proceed to Cabrillo
Monument for a visit and the spectacular view of the
harbor and the city skyline, then on to Fort Rosecrans

2009 Convention Registration Form
San Diego, California–October 21-25, 2009

Please Return This Form Not Later than SEPTEMBER 15 to
Assure Your Seat on any Tours You Desire to Take at the Convention.

Name on Badge______________________________ Rate _______________

Name______________________________________ Rate _______________

________________________________________________________________

Spouse/Guest _____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________  State ________ Zip ____________

Daytime Phone_________________  Email ____________________________

Select Your Convention Events
Event                     No. of people/Cost             Amount

Registration Fee - $10.00 ..................................... #_________ @ $10.00 = $ _________

Wed. - President’s Reception - Deli/Buffet ............. #_________ @  $30.00 = $ _________

Thurs. - City Tour and Buffet Luncheon ................ #_________ @  $48.00 = $ _________

Fri. - USS Midway and Harbor Excursion ............ #_________ @  $49.00 = $__________

Sat. - Fort Rosecrans Memorial and Luncheon ..... #_________ @  $44.00 = $__________

Sat. - Installation of Officers Banquet

       Combination Dinner ....................................... #_________ @  $38.00 = $__________

       Fresh Fish Dinner ......................................... #_________ @  $38.00 = $__________

...................................................................... Total enclosed    $ ____________

Please complete this form and send with your check payable to
“NCPOA” to:

AZCM Robert L. McCauley, USN Ret.,
2009 Convention Chairman

9836 Kernville Dr., Las Vegas, NV 89134-7875
bobmccauley2@cox.net

(Continued on Page 4)
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National Cemetery where we will conduct our
memorial service with the placing of a wreath and
recital of names of those who have reported to the
supreme commander.  Our coach will get us back in
plenty of time to shine, shower and shave for our
installation banquet.  $44 per person.

Saturday—October 24—1800-2200
Installation Banquet — No Host Bar open choice of:

A.  Combination Dinner - Tri-tip Steak, served
with Grilled Chicken Breast with wild mushroom
sherry glaze, black pearl medley rice.  $38 per person

 B. Fresh Fish Dinner — Salmon, grilled to
perfection, cucumber dill sauce, roasted red potatoes,
with garlic & herbs.  $38 per person

Dinner is served with Tossed Green Salad, fresh
seasoned vegetables, rolls and butter, N.Y. Style
Cheesecake with Raspberry Sauce dessert.  Fresh
brewed Kona coffee, or decaf and Assorted Hot
Herbal Tea or Iced tea.  $38 per person.

Sunday October – 25 — Depart hotel
...and have a safe trip home!

Special Events for 2009 Convention
(Continued from Page 3)

MESSAGE FROM THE
NCPOA PRESIDENT

Hello Chiefs and Chiefs’ Mates,
I hope each of you have

made your reservations (both
hotel and convention activities)
for the 2009 Annual Convention
in San Diego, 21-24 October.
Details of the convention are
printed elsewhere in this issue of
THE CHIEFS.  The Convention

Chairman, Master Chief Bob McCauley, has been
working very hard on organizing this convention.  I
know it will be an enjoyable convention and hope all
of the regulars plus many ‘first timers’ will attend –
you will not be sorry.  I am sure many of you went to
boot camp in San Diego (as I did) or were stationed
there sometime during your career – so why not plan
to return and “have some fun” with your fellow Chiefs’
and their Mates.

We will be voting on proposed amendments to
the NCPOA Bylaws and Standing Rule at this
convention.  All of the proposed amendments were
published in detail in the Summer 2009 edition of THE
CHIEFS.  I hope each of you have read the proposed
amendments and will be ready to vote when they
come to the convention floor.  It has been several
years since the Bylaws were amended and many of
the proposed changes are “grammatical” in nature.

The Editor of THE CHIEFS  is always looking
for bio’s of our members.  If you would like to share
your civilian and military experiences with others, this
is the place to do so.  Just contact the Editor.

As you know, we sponsor The Bart Longo
Memorial Scholarship Program and usually give out
two $1,000 scholarships to deserving students each
year.  The fund can always use donations (the sole
source of income), so please consider making a tax-
deductible donation to the Program.

Hope to see many of you in San Diego.
AZC Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret)

TheCHIEFS’Mates
Dear Chiefs’ Mates,

I am looking forward to
seeing all of you in San Diego.  I
do hope you will enjoy the
convention and meeting and
making new friends.

Last year we worked on
crafts during the Chief’s Business
Meeting on Saturday.  We will again have a craft
this year.  Juanita Wagener has volunteered to have
a fun craft that we all will enjoy.  We would like to
see all the ladies attend as not only will you have
fun making the craft but, we do a lot of visiting
and telling stories of our lives while our Chiefs’
served our country.

At the Convention, The Chiefs’ Mates will be
holding raffles with the proceeds going to the Bart
Longo Memorial Scholarship Fund.   If you have
anything you would like to donate for the raffle it
would be greatly appreciated.

Sandy

“THE CHIEFS”

 http://www.goatlocker.org/ncpoa
Webmaster Greg Peterman,

MMCM(SS) USN Ret
ncpoa@goatlocker.org

WEBSITE

—The CHIEFS—
The Chiefs is an “unofficial” publication of the

NCPOA (National Chief Petty Officers
Association) produced as an information source for
its membership.  It is published four times a year –
Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall.  Advertising is
accepted, with rates being $12.50 per column inch,
with a four column inch (business card size) minimum
and a two publication minimum. Column inch
measurements are arrived at by multiplying the
number of columns wide by the number of inches
tall. The CHIEFS has a six column wide format
(each column is 1 5/8 inches wide).Here are some
representative sizes and prices for advertising in the
CHIEFS:
Full Page: $1200 x 2 issues = $2400 (96 col./in.)
Half Page: $600 x 2 issues = $1200 (48 col./in)
Quarter Page: $300 x 2 issues = $600 (24 col./in)
Business Card: $50 x 2 issues = $100 (4 col./in.)

Advertising acceptance is determined by the
NCPOA editorial staff and The Chiefs’ publisher
and based on the universal standards of news and
information publications.  All proceeds collected
from advertising will be used in The Chiefs’
publication and mailing expenses.

Please forward all requests for advertising to
The Chiefs’, Publisher, Laser Graphics, 125 Loch
Lomond, San Angelo, TX 76901,
email:carlajones@suddenlink.net.  Advertising
should be “camera ready,” but Laser Graphics can
compose your ad for a nomimal fee. Proofs and
price are available upon request.  Advertising copy
will be returned after use if the agency or person so
requests.  It will be necessary for that agency or
person to include a self-addressed and stamped
return envelope or if another preferred source of
conveyance (Fed Express, UPS, etc.) is desired, to
include the appropriate funds to accomplish the
return of the material.

Editorial and informational material is accepted
and will be published at the discretion of The Chiefs’
editorial staff.  All material is subject to the
publications editing routine.

SEND ADDRESS CHANGE TO:
M & B Computer Services

104 Windcliffe Dr.
Ballwin, MO 63021

email: billjahn@charter.net

Name ___________________________ Rate__________

Member No. ___________Spouse __________________

Previous Address ________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

New Address ___________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

ARE ARE ARE ARE ARE YYYYYOUOUOUOUOUMOMOMOMOMOVING?VING?VING?VING?VING?

Defined, but is there such
a thing as a bunch?

Division – a major tactical or administrative unit
that can act independently and is under one command
– 1) an army unit larger that a regiment and smaller
that a corps, to which various numbers and types of
battalions can be attached as required, 2) a naval
unit of several ships, usually four, 3) an air force unit
of two or more combat wings.

Regiment – a military unit consisting of two or
more battalions and forming a basic element of a
division (since 1963 no longer a tactical unit in the
U.S. Army).

Battalion – U.S. Army, a tactical unit made up of
three or more companies batteries, or analogous units:
it is normally commanded by a lieutenant colonel and
is the basic building unit of a division.

Group – U.S. Military – a unit made up of two
or more battalions or squadrons.

Company – Military – a body of troops –
specifically the lowest administrative unit, as of
infantry, normally composed of two or more platoons
and a headquarters. Nautical – the whole crew of a
ship, including officers.

Platoon – A military unit composed of two or
more squads or sections, normally under the command
of a lieutenant (it is a subdivision of a company, troop,
etc.)

Squad – 1) A small group of soldiers assembled
for inspection, duty, etc.  2) The smallest military
tactical unit, often a subdivision of a platoon.

Air Division – U.S. Air Force – an organizational
unit lower that an air force, usually made up of two
or more wings.

Wing – Any of various units in an air force —
specifically in the U.S. Air Force, a unit below he
division level and above the group level.

Group – Air Group – U.S. Air Force – a unit,
usually a subdivision of an air wing, under the
command of a colonel.

Squadron – 1) A group of warships, usually of
the same type, assigned to some special duty –
specifically, a naval unit consisting of from two to four
troops, a headquarters troop, and certain auxiliary
units.  2) a) U.S. Air Force – a unit usually a
subdivision of an air group, consisting of two or more
flights, b) a formation of usually six or more aircraft.

Unit – An organized body of troops, airplanes,
etc., forming a subdivision of a larger body.
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Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members
The application provided below is for your convenience to clip out and share with a fellow Chief who is not yet a member.

Do him and the organization a favor and pass this along to him!
The opposite side of this application bears a message from the Membership Director

(cut on dotted line)

R
eceived from

:
____________________

$
___________

 for N
C

P
O

A
 M

em
bership

R
eceived by:______________D

ate:
___

(retain until m
em

bership card is received)

NATIONAL CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS’  ASSOCIATION
I certify that I am serving/have served as a Chief Petty Officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard for a period of at least 30 days:

NAME__________________________________________________________RATE/RANK __________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________SPOUSE ____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

DATEOF BIRTH____/____/_____NAVY SERIAL NO./SSN________-_______-________Email: _______________________

Service:          USN          USNR         USCG          Active          Ret.         Veteran

Recruited By: _________________________________________________________________________________________

SHIPS/STATIONS: _____________________________________________________________________________________

MAIL TO: AZC JERRY L. SWEENEY, 6 THOMAS COURT, STAFFORD, VA 22556, jerrylsweeney@gmail.com

Street/Rt.

City State Zip Area Code/Tel. No.

Photocopy
of this Application

is Authorized.

Application fee: $ 5.00
One year’s dues: $15.00
Total: $20.00

Make checks payable to:
NCPOA

REUNIONS

USS SHELTON (DD-790)
Former Crewmen of the USS Shelton, [DD790] will
have their annual reunion and exciting activities in
Albuquerque, NM, 10 - 13 September 2009. Contact:
OPS QM Dick Petrowich, 308 S. Jackson,
New Athens, IL  62264, 618-475-3248,
rbpetro@htctech.net. Hotel reservations should be
made to the Best Western Rio Grande Inn, 505-
217-1630 or 1-800-959-4726.

US NAVY (VP-22)
All hands, Sept 17-21, 2009, in Cocoa Beach, FL.
Contact: Sidney ‘Bud’ White, 870 Edwards St NE,
Palm Bay, FL 32905, (321) 723-5544,
white1@cfl.rr.com

USS ABNAKI (ATF-96)
Sept 2-5, 2009, Holiday Inn Renton Seattle, Renton
WA. Contact : Van Dusty Rhodes, 21410 Peter
Grubb Rd. SE, Renton WA 98058, (425 ) 413-8888,
Email: gwen-van-rhodes@comcast.net

USS ANNAPOLIS (AGMR-1)
October 14-18, 2009, Holiday Inn Downtown, 301
Government St., Mobile, AL 36602, Phone (251) 694-
0100 Fax (251) 690-7497.  Reservations are available
now. Reunion coordinator:  Lee A. Hallman, 201 15th
St E, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401; Phone (205) 345-7766,
E-mail: lahusn@yahoo.com

USS DAVIS (DD-937)
October 15-18, 2009, Mystic, Connecticut.  Contact
Pete Lennon, 5 Skyline Drive, Plainville, CT 06062,
Phone: 860-747-8761, email: PTLii37@aol.com

USS LENAWEE (APA-195)
October 14-18, 2009 – Tucson, Arizona, Contact is
Mac McCarty, 1911 East Pole Star Place, Tucson,
AZ 85737-3402, Phone: 520-297-9814, email
mccartyml@aol.com

If your organization is having a
reunion, please submit the

information to
JOCS Walter R. Wagener, USN (Ret)

Editor, The CHIEFS
90 East Mountain Creek Court
Grand Prairie, TX 75052-5986

972.264.4946 • wjwagener@att.net

 Senior Chief Vreeland served in the Navy from
1940 to ’60.  After enlisting and basic training,
Vreeland reported aboard the USS Wyoming (BB
32) at the Naval
Ship Yard,
Norfolk, Virginia,
he had just turned
18 years-of-age.
F o l l o w i n g
shakedown cruises
along the east
coast, Cuba, and
Puerto Rico –
cruises that were
used to train
midshipman and
gun crews, while
managing to avoid
prowling German submarines.

During this time, Vreeland was advanced to BM1
(Boatswain’s Mate First Class) and selected for flight
training at Naval Air Station (NAS), Pensacola,
Florida.  However, a deviated nasal septum sent him
to the hospital and the delay had him reporting back
to the USS Wyoming, missing out on the air training.
According to Vreeland, many of the youngsters in his
group scheduled for aviation education were lost at
the “Battle of Midway.”

Selected as a crewman for a classified type of
vessel being readied, Vreeland was initially assigned
to the Naval Receiving Barracks, Brooklyn, New
York, and in charge of getting new sailors to fire
fighting and gunnery instruction and well as other
training.  Traveling back and forth for instruction and
indoctrination on his new ship, the USS Rocky Mount
(AGC 3) kept the crewman busy.  USS Rocky
Mount (AGC 3) was a ship designed to communicate
with forces and coordinate combat operations –
intelligence.  The ship, originally constructed by the
Federal Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company,
Kearney, New Jersey, was then acquired by the Navy
for conversion by Bethlehem Steel, Hoboken, New
Jersey.  The vessel was 459 feet 3 inches long and

63 feet wide with a draft of 24 feet.
While the ship was under construction and

modification, Vreeland and the other crewmen were
tasked with guarding the highly classified work being
accomplished aboard the ship.  Commissioned
October 15, 1943, the USS Rocky Mount
completed sea trials and headed for the Panama
Canal, then on to Pearl Harbor for action in the Pacific
theater.

Within 20-months of action, the USS Rocky
Mount earned the title of “Veteran Queen of the
Amphibious Fleets,” and earned six battles stars and
the Navy Unit Commendation of exception service,
participating in the most intense fighting during the
war in the Pacific. Action included the occupation of
Kwajalien and Majuro Atoll in the Marshall Islands;
the capture and occupation of Saipan and Tinian; the
amphibious landing in the Philippines at Leyte Gulf,
Lingayan Gulf, and Zamboanga; landings in Barneo,
Tarakan Island, and Brunei Bay.  It would serve as
the flagship for three admirals during the war.

This type ship was designed as a communication
assault vessel when it was realized that combat ships
didn’t have the facilities to handle the large number
of officers and staff required to direct invasions.
Although it looked like a supply ship, the AGC was a
front line command post with the most state-of-the-
art communication instruments – her main function
was planning and coordinating the movements of men
and material.  USS Rocky Mount served as the
command ship for the Fifth and Sixth Amphibious
Assault Groups and later the Seventh Fleet, later
quartering officers from British, Australian as well as
U.S. forces.

Vreeland was still aboard the USS Rocky Mount
when it was decommissioned on March 27, 1947 at
San Francisco, California, he was the last member of
the ship’s original crew.

Other duty assignments would include the USS
Hawkins (DDR 873); USS Deliver (ARS 23); USS
Genesee (AOG 3), and Naval Training Center, San
Diego, California.  He would retire having served 20
years.

Meet Member 3184 BMCS John Vreeland

Notice to Members
Any NCPOA member who wishes to receive
“The Chiefs” via First Class Mail as op-
posed to Bulk Rate needs only to notify the
Treasurer, AKCM Marjorie L. Hays, 1014
Ronald Drive, Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-
3548 and enclose $4.00 to cover the extra
postage and handling for one year. Those of
you who have summer homes or travel fre-
quently will find this method of receiving
the NCPOA’s newsletter especially
convenient.

Thanks!

NATIONAL DUES ARE
DUE AND PAYABLE:

1 JANUARY 2009
Please send RENEWAL fees ($15.00) to:

National Treasurer
AKCM Marjorie L. Hays

1014 Ronald Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548

All NEW members’ applications, dues ($15.00),
and one-time application fee ($5.00) are sent to:

National Membership Coordinator
AZC Jerry L. Sweeney

6 St. Thomas Court
Stafford, VA 22556

703-232-7328

~NOTICE~
To All Members and Spouses:

The NCPOA supports and com-
forts those who are experiencing
an illness, or grieving the loss of

a spouse. Please inform the
CHAPLAIN of the NCPOA:

CBM Jack W. Stecker
24711 Bay Point Ave.

Wilmington, CA 90744-1105
chiefboats77@aol.com



Dear Fellow Chief:
The National Chief Petty Officers Association was formed in 1988 in order to provide a platform for airing issues which affect us as active duty, retired and veteran

Chiefs. Its specific purpose is to generate world wide awareness of the importance of Regular and Reserve Chief Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard of the
past, present and future, to encourage young sailors to appreciate the importance of study and advancement within the various ratings of these services; to promote
reunions of members for remembering, camaraderie and good fellowship; to maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United States of America and to foster true
patriotism.

Our next Convention in 2009 will be in San Diego, California
Local Chapters, or “Chiefs’ Quarters” will be and are being formed, which provide the backbone of our Association. These local Chiefs’ Quarters meet frequently and

form the basis for lasting friendships. If one does not now exist in your area, you are urged to form one.
Your dues include our official journal and newsletter, THE CHIEFS, published quarterly each year. In it will be the news of the day for Chiefs.
We hope that you will join with us. Criteria for membership is that you are serving or have served as a Chief for at least 30 days. Please take the time to fill out this

application and mail it today.
Thank you,
HAIL TO THE CHIEFS,
AZC Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret)
6 St. Thomas Court
Stafford, VA 22556
jerrylsweeney@gmail.com
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Application Fee: $5.00
(one time only) plus
$15.00 per calendar
year dues.

Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members

I am enclosing $5.00 plus $____________ 1 yr. $______________ 2 yrs.   $_____________ Total $______________ Life
I certify that I have served as Chief Petty Officer for at least 30 days in the U.S. Navy or U. S. Coast Guard.
In consideration of being accepted as a member of the NCPOA, I further certify that I will abide by the rules
and by-laws of that organization. __________________________________________

Signature (Please Do Not Type or Print)      .

NCPOA Scholarship Fund
If you would like to make a donation to the Bart Longo Memorial Scholarship Fund,
you are invited to use this form for your convenience. Photocopies are authorized.

The NCPOA thanks you for your generosity.

Name of Donor: ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Amount: __________________________________________________________________________________

  In Honor Of  or    In Memory Of (please check one):

________________________________________________________________________________________

Please Acknowledge Donation to:

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Please send completed form and donation to:

NCPOA Treasurer
AKCM Marjorie Hays

1014 Ronald Drive
Corpus Christi, TX 78412-3548

Life Membership Dues for NCPOA
Age Dues Age Dues Age Dues Age Dues
25-29 $330.00 40-44 247.50 55-59 $165.00 70-74 82.50
30-34 302.50 45-49 220.00 60-64 137.50 75 & up 55.00
35-39 275.00 50-54 192.50 65-69 110.00

NOTE: New Members add $5.00 Application Fee to above rates.
(Note: Life Membership Dues represent a 45% savings over yearly dues.)

—Net Chiefs —
“Net Chiefs” are members of the NCPOA that

have an E-Mail address and have requested that
their E-mail address be included in such a listing.
This listing is now found on the NCPOA website at
http://goatlocker.org/ncpoa under the NetChiefs
roster link. The link has recently been modified to
give each NetChief the option to “opt-out” to have
his/her E-Mail address removed. The roster started
in 1995 with 13 NetChiefs and we now have over
250 Netchiefs.

Any NCPOA member that desires to be listed
as a NetChief may submit their membership number,
name, rate, city, state, and E-Mail address to the
NetChief Coordinator, Master Chief Vernon Runyan
at chief1950@yahoo.com.

The NCPOA Website is provided by
Webmaster Greg Peterman, MMCM(SS) USN
Ret.

For the 21st Century NCPOA Members of the
NCPOA, the NCPOA Website (http://
www.goatlocker.org/ncpoa has a lot of information
readily available, such as: There are 19 or more
links covering the Home Page (Founded, Objective,
Specific Purpose), Creeds,  Articles, Officers, Taps
List, Newsletters(The CHIEFS Paper), Flag Facts,
Latest information on the Conventions, Membership
applications, Computer Tips, NCPOA By Laws,
the NetChiefs Roster, the Chaplains Corner and
others. It is suggested that “connected Chiefs” visit
the  NCPOA website.  Suggestions are welcome.

Born and raised as a farm kid in the Snake River
Valley of Idaho, Johnson’s military career began when
he joined the Idaho National Guard just prior to his
senior year of high school.  After graduation, he and
several of high school buddies joined the Navy and
were off to boot camp in San Diego as the “All Idaho
Company 241.”  After recruit training Johnson went
on to Great Lakes for FT “A” School and a short
stint of mess cooking then to FT “C” school on the
Mk. 63 GFCS.

Sea duty began on the USS Rowe (DD-564) in
Norfolk, Virginia, and a Mediterranean cruise before
putting the destroyer out of commission in Orange,
Texas. Next assignment was aboard the USS Putnam
(DD-757) out of Norfolk and another Mediterranean
cruise while adding another sailing tour in the Red
Sea.

After that Johnson was off to FT “B” School at
Great Lakes and Tartar MK. 63 MFCS Mk. 118

Meet Member 3188L FTCS Dennis Johnson, USN Ret.
Computer School at Dam Neck, Virginia.  His next
assignment was aboard the USS Henry B. Wilson
(DDG-7) in Bay City, Michigan, then he was aboard
that ship during the transit from Bay City to San Diego
and took part in two Western Pacific cruises.

Johnson’s next assignment was to the USS Lynde
B. McCormick (DDG-8) for another Western Pacific
tour to include a South Pacific cruise.  The following
assignment was the USS Norton Sound (AVM-1),
followed by two years of shore duty at WSMR (LLS-
1), New Mexico.  It was back to sea when he was
ordered to the USS Benjamin Stoddard (DDG-22)
in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii and was part of two Western
Pacific (spelled Vietnam) cruises.  During this time he
did some volunteer work for some Black Operations
guys operating and maintaining a Lazer optical
transmitter.

His next assignment was to the AEGIS NTU at
Raytheon Company Wayland, Massachusetts.  The

NTU monitored the development of the AEGIS
Weapons System and ultimately operated and
maintained the Aegis System after the installation on
the Norton Sound (AVM-1).  Johnson is proud to
say that he pulled the trigger on the first missile ever
fired by an AEGIS Weapons system.  He was also
the first ever AEGIS System Chief.  Johnson ended
his Navy career as the Command Senior Enlisted
Advisor on the Norton Sound.

After the Navy he worked for a short time for
Vitro Labs in Port Hueneme, California, and then for
the next 20-plus years for Raytheon Service
Company, Oxnard, California, with assignments at
Beech Aircraft in Wichita, Kansas; Kwajalin Marshall
Islands, and Burlington, Massachusetts.  Johnson is
now retired and spends time between Woburn and
Cape Cod (Massachusetts) tending his gardens and
playing golf – he started out farming and ended up
farming.



“THE CHIEFS” - FALL 2009 Page 7

In 1944,
Bjorkman was a
young 17 year
old who faced a
military draft
going strong
throughout the
country.  Most
were headed for
the Army, but his
family had a
Navy history, so
B j o r k m a n
headed for the
Navy recruiter in
New York City.
As he wanted to
graduate from
high school, he
made a deal with
the recruiter, but
two weeks later
it was off to
Sampson Naval
Training Center,
Seneca Lake, New York.

After recruit training he was ordered to Norfolk,
Virginia, for radioman schooling, however, the dots
and dashes proved a stopping point for the aspiring
radioman and he was soon off to Key West, Florida,
for sonar training.  Being tone deaf didn’t help in sonar
qualification, so again he packed up and this time was
off for amphibious training at Long Beach, New York.
Surprise, all his white and blue uniforms were taken
away and he was issued Navy greens then after
successfully completing the training was off by train
for sunny California and the Navy’s Treasure Island.

After being issued more green uniforms, to include
a helmet and canteen, Bjorkman, now commonly
called “Swede” boarded the troop ship USS General
Randall, headed for Subic Bay in the Philippines.
There they joined many other troop ships that would
become part of a force headed for the invasion of
Japan — but dropping the atomic bombs had the
Japanese surrender, which changed everyone’s
schedule.  “Swede” was put ashore and sent to work
at a Civil Affairs Civilian Hospital.

Returned to the states, “Swede” was released
from active duty.  He became a paymaster and
timekeeper for a construction company, and then was
transferred to Washington, D.C.  When the job was
discontinued in D.C., he returned to New York and
worked a short time before being laid off.  Married,

with two children, he needed work and soon was
back with the Navy in the TAR (Training and
Administration of the Reserve) program as a
storekeeper (SK).   After two years as a TAR,
“Swede” was back with the regular Navy and ordered
to the Naval Station in Bermuda.  SK2 (storekeeper
second class) Bjorkman was assigned as a fuel
accountant at the fueling pier.  Besides refueling many
ships the division also fueled a squadron of PBM
“Martin Mariners,” long-range patrol and
antisubmarine aircraft.

Next came sea duty, when he went aboard the
aircraft carrier, USS Saratoga (CVA 60) for two
years.  It didn’t stop here, “Swede” next was ordered
to Newport News, Virginia, as part of the pre-
commissioning crew to the recently constructed
carrier, USS America (CVA 66).

After a tour aboard the America, an even bigger
surprise was in store when Bjorkman was transferred
to an Ethiopian Navy School to teach young men the
U.S. Navy supply business.  After a short tour again
aboard the USS America, he was ordered to
Vietnamese Naval Supply Center in Saigon, Vietnam,
for a year’s tour – here he was advanced to chief
petty officer (SKC).

On his “twilight” cruise, Bjorkman joined the
crew of the USS Concord (AFS 5), then in April
1970, retired from naval service, having served 23
years.

As a civilian, Bjorkman worked for the
Washington, D.C.  Datsun Agency as a parts
manager, retiring in 1980 from a second career.

“I look back on those 23 years with pride and
respect for my U.S. Navy career.  I’d do it again, but
now, I’m too old, 82, and besides, I need my wife,
Ruth, of 59 years for assistance in life.”  “Swede”
looks back fondly on his 23-year naval career with
pride and respect for his Navy and confessed he’d
do it all over again, however, at age 82 he had become
accustomed to having his wife of 59 years nearby.
The Bjorkman’s raised two children — Carole Ann,
and Edward Garrett, and now have two grandchildren
and four great grandchildren.

Meet Member 3184
SKC Edward G. “Swede” Bjorkman, USN Ret.

Seaman First Edward G.
“Swede” Bjorkman at the
tender age of l8, fresh out

of recruit training and
ready for radioman

schooling.

SKC Edward G. “Swede” Bjorkman
receives an award for duty in Vietnam.

SKC Edward G. “Swede” Bjorkman and his
wife, Ruth, pause in front of their home in

Defuniak Springs, Florida.  “Swede”
admitted to his Navy career when he said,
“I’d do it all over again, however, at 82,

I’ve become accustomed to having
my wife of 59 years nearby.”

Books by
EMC William A. Williams,

USN, (Ret)
106 Waring Welfare Road

Boerne, TX 78006-7925  (830) 537-4899
Chief Williams is a founder of the
NCPOA and was one of the early
Presidents of the organization.

Please contact him for information about:
COMRADES IN ARMS - True stories writ-
ten by American teenagers who fought in
WWII. - $16.95
A SPECIAL BREED - True stories about
all U.S. Navy Chief Petty Officers who were
awarded this nation’s highest award—THE
MEDAL OF HONOR. - $16.95
THE PACIFIC - True stories of Americans
who fought (and died) in the Pacific in WWII.
- $12.95

Please add $2.00 per copy for
postage & handling.

Correction!
I’ve been looking for a naval
historian to “gig” me on the

mistake I made in the NC-4 first
across the Atlantic article, now

I’ll have to fess up

When looking through my United States
Naval Aviation 1910-‘60 history book, I found
a picture with not five but, six crewmen of NC-4
posing for a picture after crossing the “pond.” I
was terribly negligent in listing only five men in
the story about NC-4.  The crew of NC-4 was
led by its commander, Lieutenant Commander
Albert Read (far right) — left to right are
Lieutenant Elmer Stone (pioneer test pilot and
Coast Guard flyer), Chief Machinist’s Mate
Eugene “Smokey” Rhoads (a skilled aviation
mechanic to work for Breese), Lieutenant Junior
Grade Walter Hinton (a former enlisted man who
had become skilled at piloting flying boats), Ensign
Herbert Rodd (who helped develop the direction
finding compass was radio operator), and
Lieutenant J. L. Breese (he had been a test pilot
during the war and had experience as a power
plants expert on the Liberty engine).  Now you’ve
met all six.  My sincere apologies.

Walter R. Wagener
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On This Date in History
September 1 –The Japanese cities of Tokyo and

Yokohama were devastated by an earthquake that
claimed some 150,000 lives, 1923.

World War II began as Nazi Germany invaded
Poland, 1939.

Americans received word of Japan’s formal
surrender, ending World War II.  Because of the time
difference, it was September 2, in Tokyo Bay, were
the ceremony had taken place, 1945.

A coup in Libya brought Moammar Gadhafi to
power, 1969.

Two hundred sixty-nine people were killed when
a Korean Air Lines Boeing 747 was shot down by a
Soviet jet fighter after the airliner entered Soviet
airspace, 1983.

New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin issued “a
desperate SOS” as anger mounted across the ruined
city, with thousands of Hurricane Katrina victims
increasingly hungry, desperate, and tired of waiting
for buses, 2005.

September 2 – Battle of Actium – Ships of Marc
Anthony (Egypt) face 400 smaller ships of Octavian
(Rome).  Attempts to punch through Octavian’s flank
fail and Roman fleet counterattacks.  Anthony and
Cleopatra flee, 170 Egyptian vessels are destroyed,
31 B.C.

The first non-stop airplane flight from Europe to
the U.S. was completed in 37 hours as the Breguet
19 biplane, which bore large question marks on each
side, arrived in Valley Stream, New York, 1930.

V-J Day, formal Japanese surrender ending World
War II signed aboard battleship USS Missouri in
Tokyo Bay, 1945.

September 3 –The Treaty of Paris between the
U.S. and Britain ended the Revolutionary War, 1783.

Great Britain declares war on Germany, quickly
joined by France, Canada, Australia, New Zealand,
and South Africa, two days after the invasion of
Poland, 1939.

British Eighth Army invaded Italy during World
War II, the day the Italians signed a secret armistice
with the Allies, 1943.

The unmanned U.S. spacecraft Viking II landed
on Mars to take the first close-up, color photographs
of the planet’s surface, 1976.

September 4 –The American Expeditionary
Forces in France suffered their first fatalities during
World War I when a German plane attacked a British-
run base hospital, 1917.

Allied troops recapture Lae-Salamaua, New
Guinea, 1943.

September 5 — First assembly of Continental
Congress in Philadelphia, 1774.

Sam Houston was elected president of the
Republic of Texas, 1836.

The First Battle of the Marne, resulting in a
French-British victory over Germany, began during
World War I, 1914.

The U.S. proclaimed its neutrality in World War
II, 1939.

Japanese-American Iva Toguri D’Aquino,
susptected of being wartime broadcaster “Tokyo
Rose,” was arrested in Yokohama, Japan (D’Aquino
was later convicted of treason and served six years
in prison; she was pardoned in 1977, by President
Gerald Ford), 1945.

September 6 — President William McKinley
was shot and mortally wounded by anarchist Leon
Czolgosz at the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo,
New York (McKinley died eight days later, he was
succeeded by Vice President Theodore Roosevelt.
Czolgosz was executed in October 1901), 1901.

September 7 – The Peace of Beijing ended the
Boxer Rebellion in China, 1901.

Nazi Germany began its initial “blitz” on London
during World War II, 1940.

The Panama Canal treaties, calling for the U. S.
to eventually turn over control of the waterway to
Panama, were signed in Washington, 1977.

September 8 — A Spanish expedition
establishes first permanent European settlement in
North America at what is now St. Augustine, Fla.,
1565.

Galveston, Texas was struck by a hurricane that
killed about 6,000 people, 1900.

The 900-day Siege of Leningrad by German
Forces began during World War II, 1941.

September 9 — The second Continental
Congress made the term “United States” official,
replacing “United Colonies,” 1776.

Congress authorizes first iron-hulled U.S. Navy
ship, gunboat USS Michigan, 1841.

British-American troops make amphibious landing
at Salerno, Italy, during World War II, 1943.

Italian battleship Roma becomes first major ship
in history to be sunk by guided missile, 1943.

September 10 — Oliver H. Perry sent the
message “We have met the enemy, and they are ours,”
after an American naval force defeated the British in
the battle of Lake Erie in the War of 1812, 1813.

German forces capture Rome, 1943.
American-born Mildred Gillars, accused of being

Nazi wartime radio broadcaster “Axis Sally,” was
indicted in Washington for treason (she was later
convicted and served twelve years in prison), 1948.

September 11 – Annapolis Convention issues
call for a convention in Philadelphia to draft U.S.
Constitution, Sept. 11-14, 1786.

Italian fleet surrenders to Allies at Malta, 1943.
In the single worst act of terrorism committed on

U.S. soil, nearly 3,000 people died when two
hijacked jetliners crashed into New York’s World
Trade Center, causing the twin towers to fall,
commandeered jetliner smashed into the Pentagon
and a fourth hijacked plane crashed in Pennsylvania,
2001.

September 12 — During World War I, the First
Battle of the Marne ended in an Allied victory against
Germany, 1914.

During World War I, U.S. forces led by General
John J. Pershing launched a successful attack on the
German-occupied Saint Mihiel salient north of
Verdun, France, 1918.

During World War II, U.S. Army troops entered
Germany for the first time, near Trier, 1944.

September 13 – During the final French and
Indian War battle, the British defeated the French on
the Plains of Abraham overlooking Quebec City,
1759.

Almost 4,000 U.S. 82nd Airborne Division
paratroopers dropped at Salerno, Italy, as part of
invasion force, 1943.

September 14 – The Russians set fire to
Moscow in the face of an invasion by Napoleon
Bonaparte’s troops, 1812.

Francis Scott Key wrote “The Star-Spangled
Banner” after witnessing the British bombardment of
Fort McHenry in Maryland during the War of 1812,
1814.

Congress passed the Selective Service Act,
providing for the first peacetime draft in U.S. history,
1940.

Marine repulse Japanese forces in the Battle of
the Ridge on Guadalcanal, 1942.

September 15 — British forces occupied New
York City during the American Revolution, 1776.

During the Battle of Britain in World War II, the
tide turned as the Luftwaffe sustained heavy losses
inflicted by the Royal Air Force, 1940.

U.S. troops of VII and V Corps enter Germany,
1944.

During the Korean conflict, United Nations

forces landed at Inchon and began their drive toward
Seoul, 1950.

President Bush ordered U.S. troops to get ready
for war and braced American for a long difficult assault
against terrorists to avenge the September 11 attacks,
2001.

September 16 — Mexicans began their revolt
against Spanish rule, 1810.

September 17 — Constitution of the U.S. was
completed and signed by a majority of delegates (12
states) attending the constitutional convention in
Philadelphia, 1787.

In the bloodiest battle day in U.S. history, Union
forces fought Confederate invaders in the Civil War
Battle of Antietam at Sharpsburg, Maryland —
estimated 25,000 Union and Confederate soldiers
killed or wounded in the Battle of Antietam,
“America’s bloodiest day,” 1862.

Lieutenant Thomas E. Selfridge, passenger in a
plane being tested by Orville Wright at Fort Myer,
Virginia, for possible use by the Army Signal corps,
becomes first fatality of powered air travel when the
plane crashes.  Orville Wright is injured, but recovers,
1908.

The Soviet Union invaded Poland, more than two
weeks after Nazi Germany had launched its assault,
1939.

Allies launch Operation Market-Garden, a
combined airborne and land assault with the objective
of crossing the Rhine River at Arnhem, the
Netherlands, 1944.

James V. Forrestal was sworn in as the first U.S.
Secretary of Defense, 1947.

September 18 – The French formally
surrendered Quebec to the British, 1759.

Alexander Hamilton begins negotiating for first
loan taken out by U.S., from Bank of New York and
Bank of North America for $191,608.81, 1789.
(check date 1790 or 1789)

U.S. Air Force becomes separate military service,
1947.

September 19 – During the Revolutionary War,
American soldiers won the first Battle of Saratoga,
1777.

President George Washington’s farewell address
was published.  In it, America’s first chief executive
advised, “Observe good faith and justice toward all
nations.  Cultivate peace and harmony with all,” 1796.

U.S. conducted its first underground nuclear test,
in the Nevada desert, 1957.

September 20 — Portuguese navigator,
Ferdinand Magellan, set out from Spain to find a
western passage to the Spice Islands in Indonesia.
Magellan was killed, but one of his ships
circumnavigated the world, 1519.

USS Constitution launched at Boston, 1797.
For first time in its history, the New York Stock

Exchange forced to close because of banking crisis,
1873 (panic swept the floor of the New York Stock
Exchange in the wake of railroad bond defaults and
bank failures), 1873.

September 22 — Before British soldiers hanged
21-year-old Nathan Hale as a spy, he utters, “I only
regret that I have but one life to lose for my country,”
1776.

The Soviet Union explodes its first atomic bomb,
1949.

Persian Gulf conflict between Iran and Iraq
erupted into full-scale war, 1980.

September 23 — During the Revolutionary War,
the American warship Bon Homme Richard defeated
the HMS Serapis after John Paul Jones, his ship
heavily damaged off the coast of England, refuses to
surrender, telling the British ship’s captain, “Sir, I have
not yet begun to fight.”  Jones and his men go on to

(Continued next page)
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capture the British ship and win the battle, 1779.
British spy John Andre was captured along with

papers revealing benedict Arnold’s plot to surrender
West Point to the British, 1780.

September 24 –The USS Enterprise, the first
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, was launched at
Newport News, Va., 1960.

September 25 — American Revolutionary War
hero Ethan Allen was captured by the British as he
led an attack on Montreal, 1775.

September 26 — Battle of Yorktown, last
combat of the Revolutionary War, begins, 1781.

Battle of Meuse-Argonne begins, Germans
retreat and surrender on November 11, 1918.

United Nations troops recaptured the South
Korean capital of Seoul from the North Koreans,
1950.

September 27 – John Adams was named to
negotiate the Revolutionary War’s peace terms with
Britain, 1779.

Warsaw, Poland, surrendered after weeks of
resistance to invading forces from Nazi Germany and
the Soviet Union during World War II, 1939.

Marines conquer a Japanese stronghold in Palau
Islands in decisive World War II battle, 1944.

President George H. W. Bush announced in a
nationally broadcast address that he was eliminating
all U.S. battlefield nuclear weapons, and called on
the Soviet Union to match the gesture, 1991.

In Afghanistan, the Taliban, a band of former
seminary students, drove the government of President
Burhanuddin Rabbani out of Kabul, captured the
capital and executed former leader Najibullah, 1996.

September 28 — American forces in the
Revolutionary War, backed by a French fleet, began
their siege of Yorktown Heights, Va., 1781.

Flogging was abolished as a form of punishment
in the U.S. Navy, 1850.

September 29 — U.S. War Department
establishes a Regular Army with strength of several
hundred men, 1789.

Allied forces began their decisive breakthrough
of the Hidenburg Line during World War I, 1918.

September 30 — The Continental Congress of
the U.S., forced to flee in the face of advancing British
forces, moved to York, PA, 1777.

First rocket powered flight...Fritz von Opel,
German, 75-second flight covers two miles, 1929.

British, French, German, and Italian leaders
decided to appease Adolf Hitler by allowing Nazi
annexation of the Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia
(British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain praised
the accord on his return home, saying, “I believe it is
peace for our time,” 1938.

An international military tribunal in Nuremberg,
Germany, found 22 top Nazi leaders guilty of war
crimes, 1946.

The Berlin Airlift came to an end, 1949.
The first atomic-powered vessel, the submarine

nautilus, was commissioned by the Navy, 1954.
Both President Bill Clinton and Republicans

claimed credit for news that the government would
run a surplus of about $70 billion in the current fiscal
year, 1998.

*****
October 1 – Darius of Persia gathers an army of

some 240,000 to defeat Alexander’s 47,000 men.
Battle of Gaugamela has Persian ranks broken by an
oblique attack by Alexander with Darius fleeing the
field.  Persian army is routed, 331 B.C.

Spain ceded Louisiana to France in a secret treaty,
1800.

First American jet plane flight...Bell Aircraft, XP-
59 “Airacomet,” 1942.

Allied forces captured Naples, Italy, during World
War II, 1943.

Communist Party Chairman Mao Zedong raised
the first flag of the People’s Republic of China during
a ceremony in Beijing, 1949.

October 2 — During World War II, German
armies began an all-out drive against Moscow, 1941.

Nazi troops crushed the 2-month-old Warsaw
Uprising, during which 250,000 people were killed,
1944.

President Gerald Ford welcomed Japan’s
Emperor Hirohito to the United States, 1975.

October 3 — USS Olympia sails from
Philadelphia to France to bring back body of U.S.
Unknown Soldier from World War I, 1921.

Adolf Hitler declared in a speech to Berlin that
Russia had been “broken” and would “never rise
again,” 1941.

Germany conducts first successful test flight of
World War II, V-2 missile, 1942.

Britain conducted its first atomic test as it
detonated a 25-kiloton device in the Monte Bello
Island off Australia, 1952.

The Soviet nuclear submarine K-219 suffered an
explosion and fire in a missile tube northeast of
Bermuda, the vessel sank three days later, 1986.

October 4 – George Washington’s troops
launched an assault on the British at Germantown,
Pennsylvania, resulting in heavy America casualties,
1777.

Confederate semi-submersible David rams
Federal ironclad New Ironsides in Charleston, S.C.,
harbor; first successful attack using submersible craft,
1863.

Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini conferred at
Brenner Pass in the Alps, 1940.

The space age began as the Soviet Union launched
Sputnik, the first man-made satellite, into orbit around
the Earth, 1957.

A Russian airliner flying from Israel to Siberia was
accidentally shot down by a Ukrainian anti-aircraft
missile over the Black Sea, killing all 78 people
aboard, 2001.

October 5 — Continental Congress uses the
word “Marines” for first time, 1775.

Chief Joseph surrendered his band of Nez Perce
Indians to General Nelson A. Miles after evading
pursuing U.S. troops for three months, 1877.

American Eugene Hasenfus and the weapons
plane he was flying in were shot down by Sandinista
soldiers over southern Nicaragua, 1986.

Israel bombed an Islamic Jihad base in Syria in
the first Israeli attack deep inside Syrian territory in
three decades, 2003.

President Bush defended his administration’s
methods of detaining and questioning terrorism
suspects, saying they were successful and lawful,
2007.

October 6 –Adolf Hitler denied having any
intention of war against France and Britain, 1939.

American-born Iva Toguri B’Aquino, convicted
of being Japanese wartime broadcaster “Tokyo
Rose,” was sentenced in San Francisco to ten years
in prison and fined $10,000 (she was pardoned by
President Gerald Ford in 1977), 1949.

War erupted in the Middle East as Egypt and
Syria attacked Israel during the Yom Kippur holiday,
1973.

October 7 — The Stamp Act Congress
convened in New York to draw up colonial grievances
against England, 1765.

The second Battle of Saratoga began during the
American Revolution.  The British forces, under the
leadership of General John Burgoyne, surrendered
ten days later, 1777.

John M. Browning patents his first firearm, the
single shot rifle, 1879.

Japanese execute about 100 U.S. prisoners of

war on Wake Island during World War II, 1943.
Palestinian gunmen hijacked the Italian cruise ship

Achille Lauro in the Mediterranean with more than
400 people aboard (The hijackers, who killed an
elderly Jewish-American tourist, surrendered two
days after taking the ship), 1985.

The U.S. and Britain launched military strikes in
Afghanistan, 2001.

October 8 — Great Chicago fire begins
(Chicago and Peshtigo, Wis.), 17,450 buildings
destroyed, 250 killed, $196 million in damages —
The Peshtigo blaze claimed an estimated 1,500 lives
and scorched 1.28 million acres of timberland, 1871.

Army Sgt. Alvin York becomes separated from
patrol in French Argonne Forest; kills 20 enemy
soldiers, captures 132, along with 35 machine guns;
awarded Medal of Honor, 1918.

Palestinian gunmen hijacked the Italian cruise ship
Achille Lauro in the Mediterranean with more than
400 people aboard, 1985.

October 9 - The second Continental Congress
made the term “United States” official, replacing
“United Colonies.”

October 10 — U.S. Navy School (later U.S.
Naval Academy) established, Annapolis, Md., 1845.

Revolutionaries under Sun Yat-sen overthrew
China’s Manchu dynasty, 1911.

The waters of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans
mingled in the Panama Canal after U.S. engineers
blew up the Gamboa Dam, 1913.

Germany completed its annexation of
Czechoslovakia’s Sudetenland, 1938.

Chiang Kai-shek took the oath of office as
president of China, 1943.

October 11 — The first naval battle of Lake
Champlain was fought during the American
Revolution.  American forces led by General Benedict
Arnold suffered heavy losses but managed to stall
the British, 1776.

Navy cruisers and destroyers defeat Japanese
task force during night encounter in Battle of Cape
Esperance, part of Solomons-New Guinea Campaign,
1942.

Apollo 7, the first manned Apollo mission, was
launched with astronauts Wally Schirra, Donn Fulton
Eisele, and R. Walter Cunningham aboard, 1968.

Space shuttle Challenger astronaut Kathy Sullivan
became the first American woman to walk in space,
1984.

October 12 – U.S. B-29s take off from new
runway on Guam headed for first target — Tokyo,
1944.

Seventeen sailors were killed in a suicide bomb
attack on the U.S. destroyer Cole in Yemen, 2000.

October 13 — Navy birthday — Second
Continental Congress passes legislation authorizing
acquisition of ships and establishment of a navy, 1775.

First Army troops land on Guadalcanal to
reinforce 1st Marine Division During World War II,
1942.

Italy declared war on Germany, its onetime Axis
partner, 1943.

During World War II, American troops entered
Aachen, Germany, 1944.

October 14 — Normans under William the
Conqueror defeated the English at the Battle of
Hastings, 1066.

Mary, Queen of Scots, went on trial in England,
accused of committing treason against Queen
Elizabeth I (Mary was beheaded in February 1587),
1586.

U.S. World War II bombers fly daylight mission
over Schweinfurt, Germany; following losses, daylight
missions are halted until fighter escorts become
available, 1943.

On This Date in History

(Continued next page)
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New NCPOA Members

CTIC Richard H. Wiegand (3181)
Jessup, Maryland
Duty assignments include TUSLOG Det. 28-1 Sinop,
Turkey; NSGA Misawa, Japan; NSGA Edzell,
Scotland; National Security Agency, Fort Meade,
Maryland; NSGA Pyongtaek Korea; SUSLAK
Seoul, Korea; Defense Language Institute,
Washington, D.C., and Defense Language Institute,
Monterey, California.

HMCM Kevin A. Johnson (3182L)
College Park, Georgia
Duty assignments include NRMC Charleston, South
Carolina; NAS Brunswick, Maine; 4th FSSG,
Marietta, Georgia; NAB Little Creek, Virginia.

HMCM Monroe D. VanValkenburgh (3183)
East Greenbush, New York
Duty assignments include being Command Master
Chief, Albany Naval and Marine Corps Center; St.
Albans Naval Hospital; USS Charleston, USS Grand
Canyon, USS Concord, USS Cleveland, USS
Steinaker (DD 863), and USS Wasp.

BMCS John E. Vreeland (3184)
San Diego, California
Duty assignments include NTC Great Lakes; USS
Wyoming (BB 32); USS Rocky Mount (AGG 3);
USS Hawkins (DDR 873); USS Deliver (ARS 23);
USS Genesee (AOG 3), and Naval Training Center,
San Diego.  Referred by Vern Runyan (1940).

ETCS Paul E. Huebner (3186L)
Kansas City, Missouri
Duty assignments include Great Lakes, Illinois; USS
Takanis Bay (CVE 89); Bremerton, Washington;
USS Lewis Hancock (DD 675), Treasure Island,
California; USS Navaro (APA 215); Naval Station
in Japan; Treasure Island; and USS Maddox (DD
731).  Huebner spent the first 12 years of his career
as a machinist’s mate and converted to ET in July
1955, making ETC in September 1956 and ETCS
in December 1960.  He retired in July 1966.

AFCM Aloysius J. Moylan (3186)
Snohomish, Washington
Duty assignments include the USS Independence,
USS Nimitz, USS Nassau, and USS Guadalcanal.
Recruited by Jerry O’Neal.

FTCS Dennis Johnson, (3188-L)
Woburn, Massachusetts
Duty assignments include USS Rowe (DD 564), USS
Putnam (DD 757), USS Henry B. Wilson (DDG 7),
USS Lynde McCormick (DDG 8), USS Benjamin
Stoddert (DDG-22), USS Norton Sound (AVM 1),
and USS Desert Ship (LLS 1).

RMC Mike Ellis (3189)
Henderson, Nevada
Duty assignments include NCS Greece; USS
Columbus (CG 12); Headquarters AFSOUTH;
NAVRADSTA THURSO; NCS Panama; USS
Greenling (SSN 614), and COMSUBLANT.

German Field Marshal Erwin Rommel, suspected
of conspiring against Adolf Hitler, was given a choice;
suicide or execution — he took poison, 1944.

Air Force Capt. Charles E. Yeager becomes first
person to fly faster than speed of sound in a rocket-
powered U.S. Air Force research plane, Bell X-1,
at Edward Air Force Base, Calif., 1947.

October 15 – The German dirigible Graf
Zeppelin landed in Lakehurst, New Jersey, completing
hits first commercial flight across the Atlantic, 1928.

Nazi war criminal Hermann Goering poisoned
himself hours before he was to have been executed,
1946.

China launched its first manned space mission,
2003.

October 16 — During the French Revolution,
Queen Marie Antoinette was beheaded, 1793.

Abolitionist John Brown and his band of 20 men
seize U.S. arsenal at Harpers Ferry, W. Va., 1859.

Ten Nazi war criminals condemned during the
Nuremberg trials were hanged, 1946.

The Cuban missile crisis began as President John
F. Kennedy was informed that reconnaissance
photographs had revealed the presence of missile
bases in Cuba, 1962.

China detonated its first atomic bomb, 1964.
October 17 — British forces under General John

Burgoyne surrender to American troops under Major
General Horatio Gates at Saratoga, N.Y., a turning
point in Revolutionary War, 1777.

Mobster Al Capone was convicted of income
tax evasion and sentenced to 11 years in prison.  He
was released in 1939, 1931.

October 18 –Party of 24 Marines captures John
Brown and his men at Harper’s Ferry, W.Va. (then
part of Virginia), 1859.

The U.S. took formal possession of Alaska from
Russia, 1867.

Navy Vice Admiral William Halsey assumed
command of South Pacific area of operations, 1942.

Soviet troops invaded Czechoslovakia during
World War II, 1944.

German World War II war crimes trials begin in
Berlin, 1945.

October 19 — Revolutionary War fighting ends
with British surrender at Yorktown, Va., more than
7,000 English and Hessian troops surrender, 1781.

French forces under Napoleon Bonaparte began
their retreat from Moscow, 1812.

U.N. forces entered the North Korean capital of
Pyongyang, 1950.

President Harry S. Truman signed an act formally
ending the state of war with Germany, 1951.

The stock market crashed as the Dow Jones
Industrial Average plunged 508 points, or 22.6 percent
in value — its biggest one-day decline, 1987.

October 20 — U.S. Senate ratified the
Louisiana Purchase, 1803.

General Douglas MacArthur steps ashore at
Leyte in the Philippines, and said “I have returned,”
fulfilling his 1942 promise (2 1/2 years after he said),
“I shall return,” 1944.

October 21 — U.S. Navy frigate “Constitution,”
also known as “Old Ironsides,” was launched in
Boston’s harbor, 1797.

A British fleet commanded by Admiral Horatio
Nelson defeated a French-Spanish fleet in the Battle
of Trafalgar; Nelson however, was killed during the
battle, 1805.

The Israeli destroyer INS Eilat was sunk by
Egyptian missile boats – 47 Israeli crew members
were killed, 1967.

October 22 –Cuban missile crisis begins,
President John F. Kennedy demands removal of
Soviet missiles and related equipment from Cuba and

orders U.S. air and naval forces to blockade the island
nation, 1962.

October 23 — Navy convoys depart from
Virginia for the invasion of North Africa, 1942.

Battle of Leyte Gulf begins, 1944.
In a suicidal terrorist attack, a truck loaded with

explosives is driven into a U.S. Marines headquarters
in Beirut (International Airport), Lebanon, and
detonated, killing 241 U.S. personnel (a near-
simultaneous attack on French forces killed 58
paratroopers), 1983.

October 24 – Black Thursday — panicked
investors dump more than 13 million shares of stock,
1929.

The U.S. blockade of Cuba during the missile
crisis officially began under a proclamation signed by
President John F. Kennedy, 1962.

October 25 – Agincourt – In France, French
forces defeated by English (Henry V).  Despite
outnumbering English three-to-one, French have
8,000 casualties, English 400, 1415.

Charge of the Light Brigade took place during
the Crimean War, 1854.

Peace talks aimed at ending the “Korean
Conflict” resumed in Panmunjom after 63 days, 1951.

U.S. Ambassador Adlai E. Stevenson presented
photographic evidence of Soviet missile bases in Cuba
to the U.N Security Council, 1962.

U.S. military deaths in Iraq reached the 2,000
mark, 2005.

October 26 — The First Continental Congress
adjourned in Philadelphia, 1774.

Erie Canal first U.S. man-made major waterway,
opens (Connecting Lake Erie and the Hudson River),
1825.

The Gunfight at the OK Corral took place in
Tombstone, Ariz., as Wyatt Earp, his two brothers
and “Doc” Holiday shot it our with Ike Clanton’s gang.
Three members of the Clanton gang were killed; Earp’s
brothers were wounded (the shoot-out actually took
place in an alley near the corral), 1881.

U.S. and Japanese warships clash at Santa Cruz
during continuing battle for Guadalcanal; aircraft
carrier USS Hornet crippled and abandoned, U.S.
destroyers were ordered to sink it, 1942.

A rocket attack on the Al Rasheed Hotel in
Baghdad, where U.S. officials were residing, killed
an American colonel, wounded 18 other people and
sent the visiting U.S. deputy defense secretary, Paul
Wolfowitz, scurrying for safety, 2003.

October 27 — The Chicago Daily Tribune
dismissed the possibility of war with Japan,
editorializing:  “She cannot attack us.  That is a military
impossibility.  Even our base at Hawaii is beyond the
effective striking power of her fleet,” 1941.

October 29 –Black Tuesday, U.S. stock market
crashes (prices collapsed amid panic selling and
thousands of investors wiped out), begins Great
Depression, 1929.

October 30 — Continental Congress resolves
that rank titles of Marine officers be the same as those
of Army officers, 1776.

The Soviet Union tested a hydrogen bomb,
the “Tsar Bomba,” with a force estimated at about
50 megatons, 1961.

October 31 — The Navy destroyer Reuben
James was torpedoed by a German U-boat off
Iceland with the loss of 115 lives, even though the
U.S. had not yet entered World War II, 1941.

Navy Rear Admiral George J. Dufek became the
first person to land an airplane at the South Pole,
1956.

President Lyndon B. Johnson ordered a halt to
all U.S. bombing of North Vietnam, saying he hoped
for fruitful peace negotiations, 1968.

On This Date in History
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 MMC William “Bill” Snow (1164L) passed away
in April 2008 at the age of 89.  It wasn’t brought to
our attention until
recently when his
widow forwarded
i n f o r m a t i o n
concerning his
passing.

Snow was born
in December 1920,
in Altoona,
Pennsylvania.  He
served with the
National Guard
before joining the
Navy in August
1939, then after
recruit training was ordered to the battleship, USS
Wyoming for indoctrination.  He reported aboard the
USS Fox (DD 234) in December 1939, as a fireman
assigned to the boiler division in the fire room, then
was transferred to the destroyer, USS Cummings (DD
365) home-based at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Undergoing overhaul, the USS Cumming was tied
up when Pearl Harbor was attacked on December
7, 1941.  MM2 Snow had been on shore patrol duty
until 4:00 a.m. that night, but managed to rise for
breakfast and was above deck awaiting morning
colors when Japanese planes were observed along
with explosions at battleship row.  He was sent below
to load machine gun ammunition belts, but when the
skies suddenly cleared of attacking aircraft, he and
another sailor were ordered to remove the cover
from the smokestack; the ship was going to “get
underway,” then the second Japanese attack began.

While pulling the cover off, Snow was startled
when machine gun fire tore into the stack along with
flying shrapnel pieces just below where he was
hanging, luckily he and his partner weren’t hit.
According to Snow, bomb fragments caused the most
damage as well as casualties aboard the ship although
he did observe the USS Cummings antiaircraft fire
knock the wing off a Japanese “Val” bomber which
then plunged into the harbor waters.

On the way out of the harbor, his ship dropped
five depth charges when underwater searches picked
up propeller sounds and observed oil at the surface
following the attacks.

In June 1943, Snow was aboard the USS
McCalla (DD 488) when it was commissioned and
headed for the Pacific to participate in the invasion of
Solomon Islands.  He recalled the rescue of 132
sailors when the USS Duncan was disabled. In all
there were five major battles and ten lesser
engagements before the ship moved to Guadalcanal
to take part in the action known as “the slot,” a strip
of sea challenged by the Japanese at night and the
U.S. Navy at day.

During this time, the ship was credited with sinking
16 small craft of the Japanese.  In another major
engagement, the USS McCalla lost some 38-feet of
its bow at which time the ship was forced to back its
way to a safe port at Guadalcanal where a temporary
bow was attached.  When a Navy transport ship was
torpedoed and sunk by an enemy submarine, his ship
rescued 592 survivors.  Ironically, during this time
that this destroyer served off Guadalcanal, the U.S.
Navy lost 25 vessels and the Japanese sacrificed 25
ships.

Next stop for the USS McCalla was San

Francisco for a new bow, at which time Snow was
ordered to the USS Napa (APA 157) and its
commissioning ceremonies at Astoria, Oregon, then
it was off with cargo and 1,500 Marines for the
invasion of Iwo Jima.  While taking part in the invasion,
the USS Napa literally became a hospital ship caring
for injured in battle.  It also was rammed by another
transport ship and was forced to transfer fuel to stay
afloat.  Then it was back across the Pacific for repair
at the Naval Station, Bremerton, Washington.  Next
cargo was a shipload of Marines destined for Japan
and invasion. Fortunately the atomic bombs were
dropped and the war ended.

After being discharged from the Navy, Chief
Snow joined the Naval Reserve program until
retirement in 1954.  As a civilian he worked for 31
years for U.S. Steel as a supervising engineer.  He
had been married to his wife Dorothy for over 50
years and together are the proud parents of William
Jr., Linda, Sherry, and Douglas.

Awards include the American Campaign with
Foreign Service, American Theater ribbon, Good
Conduct Medal (one star), Asiatic-Pacific Theater
(one silver and bronze star), American Defense (clasp
and start), Commanding Officer Commendations, and
the Pearl Harbor Congressional Commemorative
Medal.

The Snow Family Plaque —A Legacy—
When Dorothy

and Bill Snow were
no longer able to
attend ship reunions
for the USS
Cummings (DD-
365), they
sponsored a
commemorative
plaque with the goal
of a permanent
legacy of their Navy
service for the
current and future
generations of the
Snow family.
Dorothy L. Snow, WWII Navy Nurse, and William
E. Snow, WWII Navy Chief Machinist Mate then
went the extra mile and bought a plaque replica for
each of their children.

Pearl Harbor Survivor and
Lifetime member of NCPOA

Dorothy L. Snow,
USNR (Nurse Corps)

MMC William E. Snow

MMC William E. Snow and his wife, Dorothy

Meet Member 3162
AOC Harry L. Keneman,

USN Ret.
In a letter Keneman begins by relating, “being a

fairly new member and never having seen my name
as such in The Chiefs, I decided to drop a line.”
Referring to himself, Keneman said, “this old chief is
now pushing the 90s, and my good friend, Master
Chief Robert McCauley realizes I’m older than dirt
or as aged as a worn old pair of World War II flight
deck boots.  But he urged me to write.

“In 1937, with an $18 a week job, I was young
and stupid and unable to see too far in the future and
loved the water so I signed a Navy contract for $21
a month.  Shortly thereafter I was freezing while
humping my rear for a BMC (Boatswain’s Mate
Chief) at the Newport, Rhode Island training center.

“After applying for photographer’s mate school,
the Navy sent me to aviation ordnance school.  When
I finished the school, I wondered what was I doing
swabbing decks on the USS Memphis (CL 13 – Light
Cruiser), the ship had none of our Navy slick, fancy
biplanes at this time.  It took nearly a year to get
back into aviation, and was it because of ordnance
schooling, no – it was because I qualified as a boat
coxswain.  Joining VP (Patrol Squadron) 11, we did
work on PBY-2 “Catalina” (entered service in 1937)
aircraft.  And, I was advanced to AOM3 (Aviation
Ordnanceman Third Class).

“However, damned if I wasn’t transferred back
to the cruiser, USS Memphis, that now had two
SOC-2 “Seagull” catapult aircraft, and I made AOM2
(second class) prior to the end of our first cruise.
Headed back to New York and destined for
discharge, I figured I’d take 90 days off then maybe,
ship over.  Then the Japanese deliberately bombed
Pearl Harbor for no other purpose than to beat me
out of a long vacation.

“When I ‘shipped over,’ I got $400 and ten days
leave.  Then I was ordered to NAS (Naval Air
Station) Argentia, Newfoundland, but not before
being put in charge of 40 kids fresh out of boot camp.
We boarded a cruise ship, the US Pyro, and headed
north.

“Argentia was still very much under construction
when we arrived and I was immediately put in charge
of establishing an ordnance supply depot.  My efforts
were successful and after a year I was advanced to
AOM1 (first class) and transferred to NAS
Pensacola, Florida.

“Qualified as a combat air crewman, I was
selected for advancement to CPO (chief
ordnanceman) and assigned as a gunnery instructor.
At age 25, I became one of the youngest chiefs in the
Navy.  I was also named the chief-in-charge of a
mobile training detachment and spent temporary duty
at several air stations introducing on board integrated
logistic support systems.

“Next came duty at the Overhaul and Repair
Department at Norfolk, Virginia, as the Leading Chief
for a multi-engine flight test unit, then headed up an
80-man ordnance division before joining VP (Patrol
Squadron) 44.  Next came a four-year tour on the
staff of the Commander, Naval Air Forces, U.S.
Atlantic Fleet.

“After retirement from the Navy, I worked in civil
service at the Bureau of Aeronautics in Washington,
D.C., then later with the Navy Department, retiring
after twenty-years from the Naval Air Systems
Command as Head, Naval Air Documentation Policy
and Programs Office.”



and in 1943, joined the Pacific fleet.  He served
aboard the destroyer Taylor, the supply ship
Hyperion, and later an LCS landing craft.
Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class Murphy was released
from active duty in December 1945, the war had
ended.

Murphy returned to his hometown of Cincinnati
to become an air conditioning installer and repairman,
eventually owning his own business. The author of
this article met Murphy when he visited NAS Dallas
when he stopped while traveling to visit family out
west.  Murphy had gone out of his way to stop at
NAS Dallas, the station where his short Navy career
had started.

At this time I’m unaware of what happened to
the former World War II Navy mechanic, maybe a
reader from Florida might recall Murphy and know
how he’s doing.

Wayne Morris went on to become a Navy ace,
flying F-6 “Hellcats” in the Pacific.  However, his
movie career faltered with the end of the war and he
never regained his leading man status.  Morris died in
1959 at the age of 45.

By Walter R. Wagener, first published in the
“Sky Ranger,” Naval Air Station, Dallas, Texas.
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“Jack” Murphy stood on the operations parking
lot before Hangar 20, April 4, 1990.  Although he
looked at the old structure, today his thoughts were
of yesterday...and his eyes really didn’t see the hangar
as it was now, housing F-14 “Tomcat” aircraft.

Murphy had been part of the early crew that
staffed Naval Air Station, Dallas, in 1942, when the
base was turning out pilots for World War II.  At that
time he was being educated as a mechanic, or “mech”
as they were referred to.  The job covered just about
everything from structural and mechanical repair to
moving airplanes about the field and in the hangars.

In 1942, the crew — enlisted personnel — lived
“ashore” in the homes of local citizens...the student
pilots stayed in two barracks near the hangar.

A chilled northern breeze rustled the red
windbreaker Murphy wore, and his short thinning gray
hair was tossed as he remembered the moment.
Wayne Morris, a Hollywood movie star and lead man,
was undergoing aviation training here and prone to
unauthorized stunt flying as well as having developed
a knack for breaking other established ground rules.
It only took a little friendly prodding to persuade the
fledgling aviator to undertake a challenge.

It was a warm June day in 1942, with clear skies
and a light southerly breeze.  Most of the station’s
aircraft were in nearby assigned flying areas, their
instructors taking their young aviation charges through
flying maneuvers.  Several lingered in the area staying
conspicuously near the main field.  The base’s
commanding officer and executive officer were
conveniently away.

Inside the hangar, the north half had been cleared
and the six giant doors that normally protected each
end of the hangar from the outside elements were
pushed safely back.  The enlisted mechanics, who
ordinarily would have been busy about the hangar
deck were strangely lingering away from the cleared
north portion of the concrete floor.

A lone yellow Piper Cub circled low over
Mountain Creek Lake, its wings dipping as it turned
slowly.  Then it suddenly straightened out and began
an approach west toward the field...however, there
was no landing strip situated west to east.  Leveling
off, the trainer headed straight for the hangar, losing
altitude.  Barely clearing a chain-link fence that
surrounded the station’s perimeter, the yellow high
winged “Piper” disappeared into the northside of the
hangar.  Outside it seemed as if the engine had
suddenly quit, inside, the sound of an engine at full
power was deafening as it passed through, the wheels
clearing the floor by a few feet.  Then it was through
and in the sunlight, climbed for altitude to the cheers
of spectators.

Turning hard near the field’s edge, the “Cub”
headed back toward Mountain Creek Lake to
disappear among several other trainers in that area.
Mr. Morris or whomever, had flown through the
hangar...a definite no, no.  It had been done, a first.
But, was the pilot the one everyone knew it
was...don’t ask, don’t tell...each who knew for certain
would stand firmly on the “Fifth.”

Jack Murphy, who told the story, later changed
his rate from aviation mechanic to boatswain’s mate

Dallas Naval Air Station main hangar fly-through... A DUBIOUS FIRSTA DUBIOUS FIRSTA DUBIOUS FIRSTA DUBIOUS FIRSTA DUBIOUS FIRST

Naval Air Station, Dallas’ main hangar with the doors open.  Sure looks like a plane would fit
through the open bay.  But once through, it would take some fancy flying to bring ‘er around.

Wayne Morris in the
cockpit of his F6F
“Hellcat” on the Essex.  He
was a Warner Brothers
rising star until World War
II.  Already a pilot, he joined
the Naval Reserve program
and after flight training
reported to the USS Essex
and combat duty in the
Pacific theater.  While
aboard the carrier, Morris
became an ace, shooting
down seven Japanese
planes and was part of air
attacks that sunk five
enemy ships.  He earned
four Distinguished Flying
Crosses, and two Air
Medals.  After the war he
returned to Hollywood, but
his time away during the
war had cost him his film
career as a leading man.  He
was in westerns during the ’50s and had a small part in Paths of Glory (1957).  Ironically, he died
from a heart attack suffered while visiting the aircraft carrier, USS Bon Homme Richard in San
Francisco.  He was only 45.

~NOTICE~
To All Members and Spouses:

The NCPOA supports and com-
forts those who are experiencing
an illness, or grieving the loss of

a spouse. Please inform the
CHAPLAIN of the NCPOA:

CBM Jack W. Stecker
24711 Bay Point Ave.

Wilmington, CA 90744-1105
chiefboats77@aol.com

Member Date of
Number Rate Name Death

2771L CMC Harold Wagner Sr. 06/04/09

Christine Phillips 07/01/09
(wife of Chief James Phillips)

3176L AZCM Donald E. Carver 07/06/09

Robert McCurley 06/08/09

367LW Rose E. Berlier 02/09

349CL William E. Woolsey 11/18/07

427CL ACC Kenneth F. Kramer 08/18/07

296IL DKC James E. McCormick 04/09
Jack Stecker / Chaplain NCPOA
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