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C O N V E N T I O N

San Antonio, Texas is this year’s
site for the National Chief Petty
Officers Convention and it will be held
from October 12 until the 16, 2011.

Our hotel is the Double Tree Hotel
on Durango Boulevard and the room
rate is $99 for a king size bed and
$109 for two double beds.  The phone
number for the hotel is 210.224.7155.
Be sure to tell the operator that you
are with the NCPOA Convention to
get the special room rate prices.  This
years’ registration fee will be $20 per
person, with registering starting on
Wednesday at noon.

Currently the first tour date will be
Thursday, October 13 which will begin at 9 a.m.
(0900 for the salts) and include a trip to the Alamo,
Mission San Jose, Mission Concepcion, San
Fernando Cathedral, Boat ride on the River Walk
and Market Square.  The cost is presently to be $45
per person.  The tour should end about 2 p.m. (1400).

Day two of the tours will include the Hill Country,
Friday October 14 – Fredericksburg, WWII
Museum of the Pacific, Luckenbach, Texas, and the
Lyndon Baines Johnson Ranch.  Cost is scheduled at
$65 per person with the day beginning again at 9
a.m. (0900) but terminating at about 4:30 p.m.
(1630).

Friday, October 14 has the planners tentatively
working on a Texas Barbecue with a brisket dinner
at a ranch that will include entertainment.  It is not yet
a firm part of the schedule but should be on our
calendar in the summer issue of The Chiefs.

Banquet and final program are still in the making.

October 12-16, 2011
San Antonio, Texas

The Alamo

Mission Church

River Walk
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF
THE CHIEFS
15 MAY 2010

Editor, JOCS Walter R. Wagener, USN Ret.
90 East Mountain Creek Court
Grand Prairie, TX 75052-5986
214-709-7369 • 214-709-8431

wjwagener@att.net

THE CHIEFS
THE CHIEFS was established in 1989 as a quar-

terly publication for the National Chief Petty Officers’
Association (NCPOA). This organization is a nonprofit
corporation under and pursuant to the laws of Califor-
nia, and may be identified by the initials NCPOA. Origi-
nal by laws were adopted at the first national conven-
tion held in San Diego, California, 6 October 1989.

Administrative headquarters is at the home of the
current President. As of 1 November 2009, we have en-
listed 3,217  members. There are now six subsidiary
groups (Chiefs’ Quarters) located in Texas, California,
Illinois, Virginia, North Carolina and Osage Heritage (Ar-
kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and Kansas). The objec-
tives of this organization shall be to:
1. Honor and publicize as a group (or in some cases
individual) those who have served or are serving as Chief
Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard or the
Reserve Components of those services and who per-
formed such services in an honorable manner.
2. Maintain true allegiance to the government of the
United States and to promote patriotism and pride in
their service in the Navy or Coast Guard and to encour-
age accelerated advancement in those services through
study and accomplishment.
3. Conduct conventions with such members of the
NCPOA to foster camaraderie.
THE CHIEFS is published at least four times each year.

SPECIAL NOTICE
TO ALL MEMBERS

Reminder: If you are not a LIFE MEMBER, annual dues
of $15.00 are due and payable on 1 January of each year.
(New members who join and pay their dues in October,
November or December automatically have their dues
paid not only for that last quarter of the current year, but
the entire following year.) Make checks payable to
NCPOA and send to:

AKCM Marjorie L. Hays
1014 Ronald Drive

Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548
Life Membership Dues for NCPOA

Age Dues Age Dues
25-29 $330.00 55-59 $165.00
30-34 302.50 60-64 137.50
35-39 275.00 65-69 110.00
40-44 247.50 70-74 82.50
45-49 220.00 75 & up 60.00
50-54 192.50
New Members Add $5.00 Application Fee to Above Rates
IF YOU ARE MOVING, if your address label is incorrect,
please send changes to:

M & B Computer Services
104 Windcliffe Dr., Ballwin, MO 63021

E-mail: BILLJAHN@charter.net
CHIEFS’ QUARTERS  are the subsidiary groups of the
NCPOA. To form a Chiefs’ Quarters, it is necessary to
have at least ten (10) CPOs, former, retired, reserve, and/
or active, currently in good standing  with the National
Chief Petty Officers’ Association. Each Chiefs’ Quarters
sets their own local dues not to exceed the national dues
of $15.00 per year. At least four officers—President, Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer—must be elected. Any
member of the NCPOA may start a Chiefs’ Quarters by
forwarding the names of the officers, and a request for a
charter to the National Chiefs’ Quarters Chairman, AZC
Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret), 6 St. Thomas Court,
Stafford, VA 22556 ,703.232.7328 - Jerry’s Cell,
703.283.6960, Sandy’s Cell, jerrylsweeney@gmail.com.
These Chiefs’ Quarters must agree to have at least one
meeting per year and may include an entire state.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS are usually spouses of mem-
bers, or may be recommended by a friend based on the
Associate’s interest in the NCPOA. These members do
pay dues but hold no offices. They may assist at the
Annual Conventions with host/hostess duties.
NATIONAL ANNUAL CONVENTIONS are held in Oc-
tober of each year. Bids are presented at the annual con-
vention at least three years in advance for planning pur-
poses and person presenting the bid is expected to be
the General Chairman for the convention. National Board
determines costs of convention, etc.

2011 - San Antonio, Texas
2012 - San Diego, California
2013 - Nashville, Tennessee

THE BART LONGO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Sponsored by: The National Chief Petty Officers’ Association

Requirements:
1. The scholarship consists of two $1,000.00 awards annually. One award will go to a high school graduate and

one to an upper classman or graduate student.
2. The applicants must be family members of NCPOA members in good standing (living or deceased); or current

members of the NCPOA.
3. The applicants are required to send one completed application form (Appendix A) with a copy of their official

high school/college transcript and a first quarter college curriculum. (Must be taking a full load for credit.) If
not available, tell in your own words your plan of study.

4. All applications must be postmarked no later than May 15 for the year of entry. The NCPOA Selection Commit-
tee will announce its selections on July 1 of that year. Recipients will be notified by telephone and in writing.
Application forms may be photocopied locally. Selection is based on high school transcripts and not on financial
need. NOTE: Seek assistance from your high school guidance counselor to complete high school transcript
request (Appendix B) and application.

Mail applications to:     MSCM Boye B. Sweet
7038 Via Valverde

San Jose, CA 95135-1339
Instructions for Completion and Submission of Application Form:
1. The entries on the application form must be completely accurate and legible. (Typewritten or printed in black ink.)
2. Read all instructions to insure accuracy of all answers.
3. As used in this application, the term “sponsor” refers to the parent, step-parent, grandparent or legal guardian, living or deceased,

through whose membership in the NCPOA applicants eligibility for this program is claimed.
4. Ensure that the information you enter about your sponsor fully describes accurately his/her latest status.
5. Review the form for completeness and all answers for accuracy.
6. Fill in all blocks. If “none” or “not applicable,” so state.
7. Sign the application form and ensure that it is also signed by your sponsor.
8. Your sponsor is encouraged to supply supplemental information on your background as is deemed necessary.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ALL COMPLETED APPLICATIONS AND TRANSCRIPTS IS MAY 15.

PART I - APPLICANT INFORMATION     APPENDIX A

1. Applicant Name:

2. Permanent Address:

3. Email Address: 4. SSN:

5. Home Phone Number:        6. Cell Number: 7. School Phone Number:

PART II - SPONSOR INFORMATION

1. Full Name of Sponsor: NCPOA Member Number:

2. Address of Sponsor:

3. Last Rank, Rate, or Grade Held by Sponsor:

4. Service No. or SSN: 5. Enlisted Rating:

6. Name and Address of Current Duty Station or Reserve Unit of Sponsor:

7. Date of Discharge/Retirement:

8: Relationship of Sponsor to Applicant:

9. Signature of Sponsor:

PART III - EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (Both School and Community)

HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT REQUEST    APPENDIX B
Privacy Act Statement

Authority to request this information is derived from United States Code 301. Purpose of the request is to obtain
information about academic performance of the applicant and it will be used by the scholarship sponsoring organization
to evaluate applicant’s academic achievement. Applicant must authorize release of transcript data.
The below named high school/college has my permission to release my official transcript to the scholarship sponsor
given below.

Student Signature:_____________________________
INSTRUCTIONS
High school officials are requested to complete this form, attach a copy of the student’s official transcript, including
grades achieved, and forward to the person name below. Transcripts must be received by the scholarship committee on
or before May 15.    Mail to:  MSCM Boye B. Sweet, 7038 Via Valverde, San Jose, CA 95135-1339

Provide the following information even if given on transcript:

Student’s Name (Last, First, Middle)

Student’s Address

Name and Address of High School

Student’s Dates of Attendance

Cumulative High School GPA

SAT/VERBAL SAT/MATH

ACT Composite

High School/College Class Size High School/College Rank

Remarks by Couselors or Teachers that may be beneficial to the Scholarship Sponsor

Name of School Official Title

Signature of School Official Date

OFFICIAL COPY OF TRANSCRIPT MUST BE ATTACHED!
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“THE CHIEFS”

 http://www.goatlocker.org/ncpoa
Webmaster Greg Peterman,

MMCM(SS) USN Ret
ncpoa@goatlocker.org

WEBSITE
SUBMITTING BIOGRAPHIES

Attention to anyone submitting
biographies for publication in THE
CHIEFS. Don’t forget to include

pictures…you as a chief and maybe
a portrait type with the spouse.

Tax Increases on Retired Pay? 
Yes, but …

On Saturday, January 29, the 2011 Tax Tables
were implemented with an effective date of February
1, 2011, (the payment dated March 1, 2011). This new
tax table affected over 1.56 million retirees and in most
instances raised the amount of Federal Income Tax
withheld from their retired pay on a monthly basis in
the $30.00 to $40.00 range. These net pay decreases
have already been posted in MyPay and Retiree
Account statements (along with a copy of a tax related
retiree newsletter) will be mailed on a staggered basis
commencing Feb. 3, 2011.

QUESTION: Why did the amount of taxes taken
from my retired pay increase?

ANSWER: The tax tables implemented for tax
year 2011 contain a higher amount of FITW than what
was contained in the tables that were in effect for
2010.

QUESTION: Information circulated in the media
indicated that taxpayers would pay less tax in 2011. 
Why doesn’t this apply to military retirees and SBP
recipients?

ANSWER: When that information was circulated
in the media, it referred to the net effect when
combining the increased FITW from the 2011 tax table
with the decrease (from 6.2% to 4.2%) in the
withholding for Social Security. Retirees and annuitants
do not have a Social Security deduction from their
payments, so all they will see is the difference in FITW.

(Information from NAUS)

MESSAGE FROM
THE NCPOA
PRESIDENT

Hello, Fellow Chiefs and Chiefs’ Mates,
Where did 2010 go?

—  and two months of
2011 gone! It is hoped
each chief and their families
had pleasant times during
the holidays and now we
are invoked on the New
Year.

Be sure and make
your plans to attend the

2011 Annual Convention in San Antonio, Texas;
October 11 through 15.  Senior Chief Richard
Oubre is the convention chairman and the
members of the Peter Tomich Texas Chiefs’
Quarters are assisting in the preparation and
execution of the convention.  Additional
information can be found within this issue of THE
CHIEFS.

The 2012 Annual Convention will be held at
the Boulder Station Hotel ~ Casino in Las Vegas,
Nevada from 17-20 October. Master Chief
McCauley is the convention chairman.

The 2013 Annual Convention will be held in
Nashville, Tennessee – Convention Chairman
TBA.

And speaking of Nashville, the NCPOA
instituted a new Chiefs’ Quarters in Hermitage,
Tennessee (just outside of Nashville) on Monday,
8 November 2010.  I was honored to be able to
perform the Institution Ceremonies.  The organizer
of the new quarters is Chief Carl Anderson who
has recruited 20 new members into the NCPOA.
Welcome Aboard “Middle Tennessee Chiefs’
Quarters” – we all hope your tour will be enjoyable.
See additional information on the Middle
Tennessee Chiefs’ Quarters Institution elsewhere
within this issue of THE CHIEFS.

The Editor of THE CHIEFS is always looking
for bios and pictures of our members.  If you would
like to share your civilian and military experiences
with others, this is the place to do so.  Just contact
the Editor.

As you know, we sponsor The Bart Longo
Memorial Scholarship Program and usually give
out two $1,000 scholarships to deserving students
each year.  The fund can always use donations
(the sole source of income), so please consider
making a tax-deductible donation to the program.
Presently, we only have enough money in the
scholarship fund to support scholarships for two
more years – so it is imperative we “restock the
pot”.

Hope to see many of you in San Antonio,
Texas in October.

AZC Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret)

NATIONAL DUES ARE
DUE AND PAYABLE:

1 JANUARY 2011
Please send RENEWAL fees ($15.00) to:

National Treasurer
AKCM Marjorie L. Hays

1014 Ronald Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548
All NEW members’ applications, dues

($15.00), and one-time application fee ($5.00)
are sent to:

National Membership Coordinator
AZC Jerry L. Sweeney

6 St. Thomas Court
Stafford, VA 22556

703-232-7328

SEND ADDRESS CHANGE TO:
M & B Computer Services

104 Windcliffe Dr.
Ballwin, MO 63021

email: billjahn@charter.net
Name ___________________________ Rate__________

Member No. ___________Spouse __________________

Previous Address ________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

New Address ___________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

ARE YOUMOVING?

~NOTICE~
To All Members and Spouses
The NCPOA supports and comforts those

who are experiencing an illness, or grieving
the loss of a spouse. Please inform the

CHAPLAIN of the NCPOA:
ATCS Richard A. Oubre, USN (Ret)

5730 Misty Gin
San Antonio, TX 78247-4093

210.637.6304 • roubre@satx.rr.com

NCPOA
Scholarship Fund

If you would like to make a donation to the
Bart Longo Memorial Scholarship Fund,
you are invited to use this form for your

convenience. Photocopies are authorized.
The NCPOA thanks you for your generosity.

Name of Donor: ____________________________

Address: __________________________________

_________________________________________

Amount: ___________________________________

  In Honor Of  or    In Memory Of

                         (please check one):

_________________________________________

Please Acknowledge Donation to:

Name: ____________________________________

Address: __________________________________

_________________________________________

Please send completed form and donation to:

NCPOA Treasurer
AKCM Marjorie Hays

1014 Ronald Drive
Corpus Christi, TX 78412-3548

Notice to Members
Any NCPOA member who wishes to receive The
Chiefs via First Class Mail as opposed to Bulk
Rate needs only to notify the Treasurer, AKCM
Marjorie L. Hays, 1014 Ronald Drive, Corpus
Christi, Texas 78412-3548 and enclose $5.00 to
cover the extra postage and handling for one year.
Those of you who have summer homes or travel
frequently will find this method of receiving the
NCPOA’s newsletter especially convenient.

 Thanks!

Advertising Information for
THE CHIEFS

The Chiefs’ is an “unofficial” publication of the NCPOA
(National Chief Petty Officers Association) produced as an
information source for its membership.  It is published four
times a year – Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall.  Advertising is
accepted, with rates being:

• Full Page - $1200 (two issue minimum)
• Half Page - $600 (two issue minimum)
• Quarter Page - $300 (two issue minimum)
• Business Card - $50 (two issue minimum)
Advertising acceptance is determined by the NCPOA

editorial staff and The Chiefs’ publisher and based on the
universal standards of news and information publications.  All
proceeds collected from advertising will be used in The Chiefs’
publication and mailing expenses.

Please forward all requests for advertising to The Chiefs
Publisher, Laser Graphics, 125 Loch Lomond, San Angelo, TX
76901 or email carlajones@suddenlink.net.

Advertising should be “camera ready,” or Laser Graphics
can design your ad for a small fee. Advertising copy will be
returned after use if the agency or person so requests.  It will
be necessary for that agency or person to include a self-
addressed and stamped return envelope or if another preferred
source of conveyance (Fed Express, UPS, etc.) is desired, to
include the appropriate funds to accomplish the return of the
material.

Editorial and informational material is accepted and will
be published at the discretion of The Chiefs’ editorial staff.  All
material is subject to the publications editing routine.
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NCPOA Convention 2010 - Washington, D. C.
From the hotel, the Arlington National Cemetery, the Newseum, and the original Post Office to the memorial

dedicated to World War II veterans who served in the Pacific and Atlantic, it was a grand convention and adventure.

Marjorie refused to be intimidated by J. Edgar.

Photo by Gary Williams

Photo by Gary Williams

Join us for more fun in
San Antonio, Texas for the 2011
NCPOA National Convention!

Photo by Gary Williams
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The National World War II Memorial, the
Vietnam Memorial Wall, a tribute to the

Nurses, a soldier’s Korean War Memorial, a
visit to the Lincoln  Memorial, and the
Marine Corps World War II Memorial

highlighted the afternoon of the first day.

Enjoy this adventurous trek
through the U.S. Navy of
the Cold War era. Chief
Page battles the red menace
in the waters and islands of
The Bonifacio Strait.
Available at
Authorhouse.com.
Direct from author at
mrellis1@cox.net.  Also
available at Amazon and
Barnes & Noble  website
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I landed at Norfolk Airport during the late evening
on December 29, 1967. While waiting for my seabag
in baggage claim, I read a sign on the wall that advised
transportation to the Norfolk Naval Station could be
arranged at the Navy duty desk situated at the north
end of the baggage claim area.

I checked-in at the duty desk, and the duty petty
officer advised me that the next bus would depart in
fifteen minutes. I registered for the bus ride.  Then, I
dropped my seabag near the duty desk and marched-
off in a smart military manner toward the nearest head.

In the head, I removed my pea coat and inspected
my image in the mirror.  Fourteen hours of traveling
had taken its toll on my appearance.  Hours upon hours
of my tall, broad-shouldered frame sitting in the center
seat had thoroughly wrinkled my service dress blues.
My Melton cloth uniform had picked-up every shred
of lint from Orange County, California to my current
location.  My five o’clock shadow was well on its
way to becoming tomorrow morning’s beard.  The
only part of my uniform that appeared not to have
fallen victim to the soil of travel was my RM3 rating
chevron.  I spent a few minutes picking the lint from
my uniform.  I re-rolled and tied my neckerchief.
Then, I shined my shoes with paper towels.  I worried
about not looking sharp when reporting aboard the
USS Columbus CG-12.  I was concerned that the
Columbus’s OOD would not authorize boarding of
such a rumpled and unshaven dirt-bag.

The Navy bus moved quickly through the dimly
lit streets of Norfolk.  All traffic lights along the bus’s
path flashed yellow.  The rain turned to a fine mist,
and I rubbed away the fog from the window.  The
streets were mostly deserted.  Few cars and few
people found it necessary to be on the cold, wet streets
during the late evening—three nights before the New
Year.

The bus entered the naval station through Gate
One.  Several moments later, the bus stopped, and
the driver announced, “Pier two—USS Columbus.”

I exited the bus and stepped into the dark, dank,
cold night.  I raised the collar of my pea coat.  The
bus drove off, kicking up water from the puddles that
lay on the uneven pavement.  I turned to face the
lighted pier.  While holding my seabag in my left hand,
I walked to the barricade that prevented free entry to
the pier.  The structure of the barricade routed people
past a guard shack.  I showed my ID card and transfer
orders to the shore patrol petty officer; then, he
permitted me access to the pier.

The sounds and sights of harbor were all around
me—whistles and foghorns in the distance—the sound
of tidal water lapping the pilings—ships moored to
piers—lights of passing vessels gliding across the
unseen water.

As I approached the Columbus, I shifted my
seabag to my left shoulder, so that my right hand was
free for salutes.  Near the ship’s bow, I stopped and
stared upward at the large number 12.  Then, I moved
my eyes slowly aft.  My eyes embraced the warship’s
sleek and deadly image.  The mighty cruiser, officially
designated as a heavy guided missile cruiser, rose
190 feet from the water line to the top of the highest
antenna on the macks (called macks because of the
combination of stack and mast).  Her beam totaled
71 feet; her length stretched 675 feet.  Her armor

plated hull drafted 26 feet.  Although she was 23 years
old, she stood tall, strong, and appeared indestructible.
I knew the ship’s stats, because as soon as I received
my orders to CG-12, I went to the base library and
memorized the information in Jane’s Fighting Ships.

I sighed deeply, expressing satisfaction and
appreciation for my situation.  More than four years
of anticipation was finally coming to an end. Since my
junior year in high school when the reality of the military
draft occupied my thoughts, I looked forward to joining
the Navy and eventually going to sea in a powerful
warship.  While I was in high school, sailors from the
Seal Beach Navy Station who were my parents’
friends planted fantasies of world travel, excitement,
and adventure into my malleable mind.

I continued my journey of discovery down the pier.
The Columbus’s main deck, which held most of my
attention, was high above me.  I came abreast of the
forward TALOS missile launcher.  The missile launcher
had two large white colored missiles attached.  The
missiles pointed forward and upward at 45 degrees.
Immediately aft of the TALOS missile launcher was a
towering structure that had two large drum-like fixtures
on top; the aft drum stood higher than the forward
drum.  I concluded that the drum-like fixtures were
part of the TALOS missile guidance system.

Just aft of the missile guidance structure, the ships
superstructure towered into the misty night.  I observed
two bridges high in the superstructure; at the time, I
did not know that one was the flag bridge.

I approached a gangway that had a standing sign
announcing it to be the Officer’s Gangway.  I stopped
and looked up to where the gangway and main deck
met at the quarterdeck.  A white canvas sign connected
to the gangway’s rail read USS Columbus CG12.  A
white canvas cover served as the quarterdeck
overhead.

Another missile launcher caught my eye.  This
launcher sat slightly aft and one deck up from the
quarterdeck.  Two TARTAR missiles were mounted
to the launcher.  The TARTAR missiles were blue in
color and were smaller than the forward TALOS
missiles.

Then, I noticed an officer on the quarterdeck high
above me; he was waving to catch my attention.  Not
knowing any better, I saluted across the distance which
must have been fifty feet or more. “Board at the aft
gangway,” the officer said loudly as he pointed aft.

I looked aft and saw another gangway.  I continued
my journey along the Columbus’s starboard side.  When
I came abreast of amidships, I observed a large
rectangular shaped lunching platform on the 02 level
between the macks; I later learned that was the
ASROC launcher.

A few moments later, I began the climb up the aft
gangway.  I had previously memorized the boarding
ritual and mumbled it over and over again.  At the top
of the gangway and with my seabag still on my left
shoulder, I saluted the chief who wore a JOOD
armband, and I recited, “Request permission to come
aboard, sir.”

The chief expressed amusement at my nervous
manner.  He returned the salute and responded,
“Permission granted.”

After stepping onto the main deck, I lowered my
seabag and advised the chief, “RM3 Ellis reporting

aboard as ordered, sir.”
The chief warmly

accepted me aboard
Columbus.  “Welcome
aboard The Tall Lady . . .
the best ship in the Atlantic
fleet.  I hope your tour
aboard is successful,
rewarding, and satisfying.”

The chief’s welcome
melted away my
nervousness.  I was
honored that a Navy chief
considered me important
enough to pay me personal
attention.  I responded to
the chief, “Thank you,
Chief, I am pleased to be
aboard.”

The chief collected my
transfer orders and made
log entries.  Then, he
assigned the messenger of
the watch to escort me to

the CR Division
b e r t h i n g
compartment via
the MAA shack.

T h e
messenger led me
down a ladder to
the second deck
and onto the mess
decks. We stepped
quickly across the
aft mess deck.
Then, we
proceeded forward
along the port
passageway.  At
the MAA shack, a
s l e e p y - e y e d ,
grumpy and irritable BM2 issued me sheets, blankets,
and pillowcases.  The MAA warned harshly that the
Navy has no mercy for a sailor who at the end of his
tour does not return all issued bedding.

After the MAA shack, the messenger led me
forward along the second deck port passageway.  I
held my seabag in my left hand.  My right arm was
wrapped around my bedding.  The heavy pendulum
of a seabag swinging from my left arm made passing
through the open watertight doors extremely difficult.
I attempted to remember our route, but my mind was
on the punishment that would be yoked around my
neck should I not have all issued bedding several years
in the future.

The port passageway ended in first-division
berthing.  The messenger pointed down a ladder and
advised, “CR Division berthing is down the ladder. It’s
the lowest and most forward berthing compartment in
the ship.  You can take any rack that has an empty
locker.”

I looked around the first division-berthing
compartment.  No one moved about and no one was
in his rack. I knew from Jane’s that Columbus’s
complement numbered about one thousand.  I asked
the messenger, “Where is everyone? I’ve only seen a
few sailors.”

“We’re in stand-down for Christmas.  Only the
duty section must be onboard.  Everyone will be back
onboard before we depart for the MED on
Wednesday.”

Not being familiar with the term, I inquired, “The
MED?”

The messenger, who was a seaman apprentice,
glanced at my RM3 crow.  Then, he stared curiously
into my eyes and explained, “Yeah, ya know—the
Mediterranean—for six months.”

I expressed pleasurable surprise and revealed,
“Oh. I didn’t know that. Great!”

The messenger shook his head slightly as he
expressed bewilderment at my lack of knowledge.
Then, he turned and walked aft along the port
passageway.

I stared down the sharply angled ladder that led
into the darkened unknown.  I knew I could not
maneuver the ladder with my hands full.  I dropped
my seabag and descended the ladder with my bedding
still in my right arm.

At the bottom of the ladder, I found a small berthing
compartment dimly illuminated with one red light.  Nine
stacks of racks—three racks high—crowded the small
compartment.  I found an empty bottom rack in the
forward starboard corner and tossed my bedding onto
it.  Then, I went back up the ladder to retrieve my
seabag.

After I made my rack, made my call to nature,
and had stripped down to my Navy issue underwear, I
stooped in preparation to roll into my rack.  I hesitated
and took another look around the dimly illuminate
compartment. I was alone. I assumed the duty
radiomen were in the radio spaces. Then, I surveyed
the six-feet long by three-feet wide by three-feet high
rectangular area that would be my private space for
the next two years.  I rolled into the rack, pulled up
the covers, closed the privacy curtains, and switched
off the bunk light.  I closed my eyes and thought about
the upcoming six-month long MED cruise.  I fell asleep
while eagerly yearning for the intriguing, exciting, and
adventurous episodes that awaited me in the MED.

(Enjoy more of Michael R. Ellis’ writings when you
purchase his books that are available through
Authorhouse.com or direct by mrellis1@cox.net   His
novels are also available through Amazon and Barnes &
Noble websites.  See his ad in this paper on page 5.)

My First Embrace of The Tall Lady By Mike Ellis, RMCS, USN Retired

USS Columbus CG-12
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Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members
The application provided below is for your convenience to clip out and share with a fellow Chief who is not yet a member.

Do the Chief and the organization a favor and pass this along to him or her!
The opposite side of this application bears a message from the Membership Director

(cut on dotted line)

R
eceived from

:
____________________

$
___________

 for N
C

P
O

A
 M

em
bership

R
eceived by:______________D

ate:
___

(retain until m
em

bership card is received)

NATIONAL CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS’  ASSOCIATION
I certify that I am serving/have served as a Chief Petty Officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard for a period of at least 30 days:

NAME__________________________________________________________RATE/RANK __________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________SPOUSE ____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

DATEOF BIRTH____/____/_____NAVY SERIAL NO./SSN________-_______-________Email: _______________________

Service:          USN          USNR         USCG          Active          Ret.         Veteran

Recruited By: _________________________________________________________________________________________

SHIPS/STATIONS: _____________________________________________________________________________________

MAIL TO: AZC JERRY L. SWEENEY, 6 THOMAS COURT, STAFFORD, VA 22556, jerrylsweeney@gmail.com

Street/Rt.

City State Zip Area Code/Tel. No.

Photocopy
of this Application

is Authorized.

Application fee: $ 5.00
One year’s dues: $15.00
Total: $20.00

Make checks payable to:
NCPOA

HMC(SW/FMF) Patrick J. Crellin of
Pflugerville, Texas (#3243L)
Duty assignments include NRD Jacksonville, Florida;
NSNS San Diego, California; USS LaSalle (AGF-5),
and USS Kaumozou (AOR-6).

MRC James E. Quattlebaum of Hartselle,
Alabama (#3244)
Duty assignments include SIMA Pearl Harbor, USS
Coral Sea (CV-43), USS George Washington (CVN-
73), NSSF Groton, Connecticut, and SURGEMAIN
NOSC Nashville, Tennessee.  Referred by Carl W.
Anderson Jr. (3238).

ITC(SS) Ernest “Lee” Parker II of Old Hickory,
Tennessee (#3245)
Duty assignments include USS Boston (SSN-703),
Naval Submarine School Staff, USS Wyoming (SSBN-
742) Blue, Reseve Stations – FFG-211 Augment and
NMCB-24.

ATC Jack L. Usher of Bethpage, Tennessee
(#3246)
Duty assignments include USS Constellation, USS
Independence, NAS Norfolk, Virginia, Cameron Bay,
Vietnam, NAS Albany, Georgia.

QMC Andrew H. Stough Sr. of Lawndale,
California (#3247)
Duty assignments include USS Belknap (CG-26), USS
Lawrence (DDG-4), USS Mobile Bay (CG-53),
CNSL, ACU-4, and CNRG.

ETC Jack Wagner of Chula Vista, California
(#3248L)
Duty assignments include DD-109, CL-48, DD-520,
DD-759, APA-37, LPD-2, and GITMO.

DCC James Brickley of Virginia Beach, Virginia
(#3249L)
Duty assignments include USS Hugh Purvis (DD-709),
USS Harry E. Yarnell (DLG-17), NDCTC HTA
School, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; USS Connee (FF-
1056), USS Simon Lake (AS-33), Naval Recruiting
Command, New York, and USS Hunley (AS-31).

STSCS Edward Wayne McGiboney of
Chesapeake, Virginia (#3250)
Duty assignments include USS Woodrow Wilson
(SSBN-624), USS Henry L. Simpson (SSBN-655),
USS James Monroe (SSBN-622), USS Greeneville
(SSN-772), USS Scranton (SSN-756), NRD Atlanta,
Georgia; SRS Stone Mountain, Georgia, NSTCP Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, and SUPSHIPNN, Newport News,
Virginia.

MAC Jonathan E. Ramirez of San Diego,
California (#3251)
Duty assignments include USS Germantown (LSD-
42), Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, New Hampshire;
Baghdad, Iraq; Gaeta, Italy; Naval Security Force
Guam, and Bahrain, Manama.

MMC Leslie M. Hunt of Gallatin, Tennessee
(#3252)
Duty assignments include USS Cochrone (DDG-21),
USS Proteus (AS-19), NRD Nashville, Tennessee;
USS Ogden (LPD-5), and NOSC Nashville.  Referred
by Carl Anderson Jr. (3238).

BUC William B. Payne of Gallatin, Tennessee
(#3253L)
Duty assignments include the Philippines, Borneo, and
China – the 5th, 83rd, and 96th Battalions as well and
CB Unit 6-47 and RMCB-14.  Referred by MMC
Leslie Hunt (3252).

ADCS Filomeno Escalona of Stockton, California
(3254)
Duty assignments include VF-101, HM-15, VP-31,
VF-213, AIMD Lemoore, California; VFA-97, and
FRC Point Mugu.

HTCS  James W. Scarbro, USN Ret. of
Chesapeake, Virginia (#3261-L)
Referred by Jerry Sweeney (541-L).

MAC (SS) Gerald R. Holloway, USN Ret. of
Gilbert, Arizona (#3262-L)
Duty assignments include Great Lakes Naval Training
Center; USS Segundo (SS-398); USS Samuel
Gumpers; USS Tarawa; LNA-1; Naval Reserve
Center, Phoenix, Arizona.

AZC William E. Young, USN Ret. of Heber
Springs, Arkansas (#3263)
Duty assignments include NATTC Millington,
Tennessee; VA-15 aboard USS Forrestal, VA-75
aboard the USS America; VA-86 aboard the USS Coral
Sea; NAS Jacksonville, Florida; NAS Cecil Field,
Florida; NAS Oceana; Corry Field, and HT-8, Ellyson
Field, Pensacola, Florida.

AOC Delbert B. Mitchell, USN Ret. of Las Vegas,
Nevada (#3264)
Duty assignments include USS Ticonderoga (CVA-
14), USS Coral Sea (CVA-43), NRSD 12-53 Salt Lake
City, VA-303, VP-60, and VP-65.  Referred by Mike
Ellis (#3189).

SMC Allen R. Dahmer, USN Ret. of Slidell,
Louisiana (#3265-L)
Duty assignments include Recruit training at San Diego,
California, Company 594-55 (November 1955 to
February 1956); Beachmaster Unit One, Coronado,
California (February 1955 to May 1958); USS Salish
(ATA-187, June 1958 to December 1963); Naval
Training Center, Great Lakes, Illinois (January 1964 to
August 1967); Fleet Training Group, Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii (August 1967 to May 1970); USS W. H.
Standley (DLG-32 from May 1970 to December 1972);
Navy Recruiting District, New Orleans, Louisiana
(January 1973 to May 1977); transferred to Fleet
Reserve in May 1977 and the retired listing in April
1985.   Special duties include serving as a Navy
Recruiter, an Instructor, and Recruit Company
Commander.

—New Members - Spring 2011— REUNIONS

USS Bausell (DD-845) – June 14-18, 2011
(Tuesday afternoon through Saturday evening) at
the Radisson Hotel Charleston Airport, 991 Rivers
Avenue, Charleston, SC 29406, telephone number
is 843.744.2501.  Point of contact is Eugene
D’Arezzo, Post Office Box 1765, Lake Havasu, AZ
86405, telephone number 928.854.2205, email
genied@frontiernet.net

USS Ranger (CVA/CV-61) – 24th annual reunion
September 14-17, 2011 in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Hosted by Bill Fitzpatrick the invitation is open to
all former crewmembers, squadrons, Marine
Detachment or temporary additional duty
personnel.  Contact Fitzpatrick at phone number
619.449.2475, email menfitz@att.net or George
Meoli at phone number 203.453.4279, email
uss.ranger@yahoo.com

If your organization is having a reunion,
please submit the information to

JOCS Walter R. Wagener, USN (Ret)
Editor, The CHIEFS

90 East Mountain Creek Court
Grand Prairie, TX 75052-5986
214-709-7369 • 214-709-8431

wjwagener@att.net

Net Chiefs
Information

“Net Chiefs” are members of the NCPOA
that have an E-Mail address and have requested
that their E-mail address be included in such a
listing. This listing is now found on the NCPOA
website at http://goatlocker.org/ncpoa under the
NetChiefs roster link. The link has recently been
modified to give each NetChief the option to “opt-
out” to have his/her E-Mail address removed. The
roster started in 1995 with 13 NetChiefs and we
now have over 250 Netchiefs.

Any NCPOA member that desires to be listed
as a NetChief may submit their membership
number, name, rate, city, state, and E-Mail
address to the NetChief Coordinator,
MMCM(SS) Greg Peterman, USN (Ret),
ncpoa@goatlocker.org

The NCPOA Webmaster is also Chief
Peterman.

For the 21st Century NCPOA Members of
the NCPOA, the NCPOA Website (http://
www.goatlocker.org/ncpoa has a lot of
information readily available, such as: There are
19 or more links covering the Home Page
(Founded, Objective, Specific Purpose), Creeds,
Articles, Officers, Taps List, Newsletters(The
CHIEFS Paper), Flag Facts, Latest information
on the Conventions, Membership applications,
Computer Tips, NCPOA By Laws, the NetChiefs
Roster, the Chaplains Corner and others. It is
suggested that “connected Chiefs” visit the
NCPOA website.  Suggestions are welcome.
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Dear Fellow Chief:
The National Chief Petty Officers Association was formed in 1988 in order to provide a platform for airing issues which affect us as active duty, retired and veteran

Chiefs. Its specific purpose is to generate world wide awareness of the importance of Regular and Reserve Chief Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard of the
past, present and future, to encourage young sailors to appreciate the importance of study and advancement within the various ratings of these services; to promote
reunions of members for remembering, camaraderie and good fellowship; to maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United States of America and to foster true
patriotism.

Our next Convention in 2011 will be in San Antonio, Texas.
Local Chapters, or “Chiefs’ Quarters” will be and are being formed, which provide the backbone of our Association. These local Chiefs’ Quarters meet frequently and

form the basis for lasting friendships. If one does not now exist in your area, you are urged to form one.
Your dues include our newsletter, THE CHIEFS, published quarterly each year. In it will be the news of the day for Chiefs.
We hope that you will join with us. Criteria for membership is that you are serving or have served as a Chief for at least 30 days. Please take the time to fill out this

application and mail it today.
Thank you,
HAIL TO THE CHIEFS,
AZC Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret)
6 St. Thomas Court
Stafford, VA 22556
jerrylsweeney@gmail.com Application Fee: $5.00

(one time only) plus
$15.00 per calendar
year dues.

Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members

I am enclosing $5.00 plus $____________ 1 yr. $______________ 2 yrs.   $_____________ Total $______________ Life
I certify that I have served as Chief Petty Officer for at least 30 days in the U.S. Navy or U. S. Coast Guard.
In consideration of being accepted as a member of the NCPOA, I further certify that I will abide by the rules
and by-laws of that organization. __________________________________________

Signature (Please Do Not Type or Print)      .

Life Membership Dues for NCPOA
Age Dues Age Dues Age Dues Age Dues
25-29 $330.00 40-44 247.50 55-59 $165.00 70-74 82.50
30-34 302.50 45-49 220.00 60-64 137.50 75 & up 60.00
35-39 275.00 50-54 192.50 65-69 110.00

NOTE: New Members add $5.00 Application Fee to above rates.
(Note: Life Membership Dues represent a 45% savings over yearly dues.)

New Chiefs’ Quarters
Chief Jerry Sweeney was on hand to welcome

the Middle Tennessee Chiefs’ Quarters into the Navy
Chief Petty Officers Association listing as the
organization held its meeting in November 2011.
Organized originally in June 2011, the new Quarters
meets at the Navy Operational Service Center, 686
Fitzhugh Boulevard, Suite A203, Smyrna, Tennessee.
Chief Carl Anderson was instrumental in starting the
new Quarters which has some 20 members.

Three new officers are sworn into the new
Middle Tennessee Chiefs’ Quarters.

Chief Jerry Sweeny, National President of the
Navy Chief Petty Officers Association,

presents the new Quarters’ Charter to Chief
Carl Anderson, head of the Middle Tennessee

Chief Petty Officers Quarters.

Members of the Middle Tennessee Chiefs’
Quarters gathered for an after meeting dinner.

After a stop at the Newseum, where one could go behind the scenes to see how the news was
produced yesteryear and today, it was off the National Muweum of Crime and Punishment
to look at a history of crime, law enforcement, forensic science, crime scene investigation.,
and the consequences of committing a crime. It is co-owned and operated by John Walsh,
host of “America’s Most Wanted.”

Photo by Gary Williams
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